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Located in the heart of California’s Central Coast, you'll find six distinct towns, 
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his saw OC Weekly when we 
4} debuted in 1995: the master- 
planned communities, the 

suburban land rolling westward wave by 
dense wave from the foothills, seemingly 
boring then, teeming with conservatives 
and MILFs about the Balboa Bay Club and 
the beaches whose water in time would 
become poo-filled—the wild men, too, the 
activists and the Costa Mesa 500, who had 
to be a little wild also to endure and sur- 
vive and so mark the wilderness with the 
proofs of their tough survival: defeating 
Bob Dornan, Memphis Cafe, SanTana and 
Little Saigon. Orange County: the dark 
and vapid ground. 

Sorry, William Faulkner: I just had 
to imitate the intro to your legendary 
1955 Sports Illustrated essay about the 
Kentucky Derby because it perfectly 
encapsulates the essence of this paper: 
bombastic. Swaggering. Always swinging 
for the fences and connecting, whether by 
Ruthian slam or Bad News Bears hilarity. 
Arcane. Historical. And simply brilliant. 

This is OC Weekly, the paper Orange 
County has loved to hate to love for 20 
years. I don’t write that to whine or com- 
plain, but rather to be proud: From its 
inception to today, it has been a publica- 
tion the county has never stopped reading, 
waiting every week (and, in this Internet 
age, every minute) to see what politician 
we ruined, what saint we helped, what 
trend we discovered, what douchebag to 
despise—in short, to learn more about this 
crazy, horrible, beautiful land of ours. 

Simply put: The Weekly is one of OC’s 
crowning achievements, simultaneously 
documenting and creating social and 
cultural movements that changed the 
county forever and for the better. Almost 
all of the stories of consequence in Orange 
County over the past two decades—No 
Doubt, Kelly Thomas, immigration, 
hate groups, Haidl Three, Mike Carona, 
Arrested Development, Burger Records, 
all of them—appeared in our pages first or 
had their definitive coverage here. We’ve 
been the best sledgehammer against the 
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WHY OC WEEKLY MATTERS 
BY GUSTAVO ARELLANO 


he 


old OC, the nasty OC of retrograde Repub- 
licans, neo-Nazis, Don Bren and Mission 
Viejo. We’ve been the biggest cheerleader 
for this area’s pariahs: the undocumented, 
the wrongfully jailed, the holes-in-the- 
wall, the unappreciated artists and the 
hidden treasures. We did what the 
nation—and even locals—thought 
impossible: bring an alt-weekly 
to Orange County and not 
only make it succeed, but 
also make it essential. 
And to celebrate this 
momentous anniversary, 


(EWEEKLY 


we're going with another Faulkner 
maxim—that of the past having not even 
past. Not only will you find in this issue 
a massive oral history of the Weekly (for 
which theater critic Joel Beers inter- 
viewed more than 80 Weeklings, past 
and present), not only will you see covers 
that haven’t existed online until 
now, but we’ve also brought 
back all of our most popular 
columnists for one more 
hurrah. You'll read an 
essay by founding editor 
Will Swaim, admitting the 


YEARS 
1995 2015 


Weekly was his (and our) way of bring- 
ing legitimacy to the county. Commie 
Girl—yes, Commie Girl!—returns to fill 

us in on her life in Montana running a 
national political website and being a new 
mommy. Steve Lowery takes a break from 
the snark of his Diary of a Mad County 

to stress the importance of niceness to 
the paper’s philosophy—hard to believe 
when we're trolling Angels fans and met- 
alheads, but absolutely true. Matt Coker 
digs into his Clockwork Orange archives 
to unearth his 20 favorite blurbs. You'll 
find Savage Love in our back pages, with a 
special note of congrats from Dan Savage 
himself. Even Rose Apodaca—our first 
popular columnist, with her La Vie en 
Rose—is back. But, sorry, fans of Lost In 
OC: Jim Washburn declined to write any- 
thing for us, citing a book project. Fun! 

And, hey, let’s end this intro with one 
more Faulkner quote, from his Nobel 
Prize acceptance speech in 1950. In 
it, the novelist talked about writing in 
what then seemed like the end times. 
The Cold War was raging; we were 
fighting in Korea. The world was just 
years removed from the horrors of Hiro- 
shima. Today, we stand on our precipice 
of doom: the drought, ISIS, economic 
inequality, a feckless DA. Even more 
ominously for us, the Weekly has spent 
this year on the auction block, wonder- 
ing what our future holds. 

No time to fret, though: There’s a 
county to cover. And I take solace know- 
ing that all of us, from the founders to 
today’s gang of misfits, have done OC 
good, which leads me to Faulkner’s Nobel 
conclusion: “The poet’s voice need not 
merely be the record of man, it can be 
one of the props, the pillars to help him 
endure and prevail.” 

OC Weekly: the beautiful and infernal 
rag. Enjoy the issue, cabrones! 


Gustavo Arellano is editor of OC Weekly 
and author of the ;Ask a Mexican! column. 
He once applied for a job at the Orange 
County Register—best non-hire ever. 
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o these two frantic, bewhiskered 
ay woodsmen hack their way out the 
back window of the snowbound 
cabin in which they’ve been trapped 
for days—stuck inside this little hut as if 
the frozen center of a novelty-cocktail 
ice cube—and the older one says to the 
younger, “Follow the path.” 
The kid’s head swivels 180 degrees 
in two directions: nothing but hip-high, 
trackless snow. He turns to his elder and 
says, “What path?” 
The old guy says, “Start walking, turn 
around in 10 feet and look back. You'll see it.” 
The Weekly’s path forward wasn’t obvi- 
ous in June 1995, but looking back, I see 
it clearly: I used the entire operation— 
including a remarkable group of people in 
the newsroom, art department, advertis- 
ing sales, circulation, human resources, 
finance, marketing and reception; people 
in Costa Mesa, at the LA Weekly and at 
New York’s Village Voice—used all these 
people, without thieving, I hope, but for 11 
and a half years, to work out my own DNA- 
level anxieties about what sociologists, 
psychologists, historians and your average 
well-educated spiritual advisers some- 
times call the problem of “placelessness.” 
I imagine it’s easier to live in a place 
more obviously/conventionally compel- 
ling, a place easier to love because it has 
been loved so publicly for so long—New 
York City, maybe, or Paris. I was raised in 
little-loved, remote, anti-historical South 
Orange County. Remember the scene in 
Anchorman in which Will Ferrell’s charac- 
ter confidently explains that “San Diego” 
is German for “a whale’s vagina”? Like 
that, my town’s developer, a division of 
cigarette-maker Philip Morris, attempted 
to appropriate the gravity—the sense of 
place—of a centuries-old Spanish settle- 
ment for its off-the-shelf city by calling it 
“Mission Viejo.” It’s a Spanglish name that 
can’t even get its gender straight (the Span- 
ish would’ve been “Mision Vieja,” the Eng- 
lish just “Old Mission”), as well as inten- 
tionally confusing the new town (circa 


1966) with adobe buildings first raised two 
centuries before in San Juan Capistrano, 
9 miles south. Mission Viejo was a great 
place to grow up, with tennis, football, bas- 
ketball, baseball, horseback riding and the 
globally dominant Nadadores swim pro- 
gram—all of it so outrageously healthy and 
physical and antithetical to Philip Morris’ 
main source of revenue, I’m saying, that it 
just had to be built into the marketing plan 
by people with a muscular sense of irony. 
That sort of linguistic/social/ 
historical/advertised irony and 
confusion gave at least one 
boy the fantods—produced 
in him a kind of psychic 
vertigo, of non-attach- 
ment, though not in the 
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good way Buddhists describe. 

Years later, the Weekly would give me 
the sense that I lived in a place with a his- 
tory, would give me the gift of being pres- 
ent to what’s here. 


or decades, Jesus had urged me 
KK (not directly, mind you: I’m not 
that kind of guy) to consider the 
kingdom of heaven already here among 
us. I ignored that. And when Ram Dass 
said (ibid., w/r/t Jesus) I ought to 
be here now, I kind of sensed 
(pre- Weekly) that he could 
not mean Orange County. 


YEARS 
1995 2015 


In working at the Weekly, 
Tasked my colleagues to go 
deeper into Orange County, 


begging them (my pleas encoded in less 
obviously idiosyncratic demands about 
“mission,” “story selection,” “deadlines,” 
ad sales, consistency of style, word counts, 
etc.) to prove to me that everything 
around us might be a hieroglyph, a sema- 
phore, a symbol of something deeper. 

“Southern California was already being 
reassessed in intellectually exciting ways in 
the 90s,” my friend and former Weekly con- 
tributor Paul Brennan recently wrote me. 

Take (LA Weekly contributor and future 
UC Irvine visiting professor) Mike Davis’ 
City of Quartz (about LA, published in 
1990) and Ecology of Fear (also about LA, 
1998), Paul says. “For anyone interested 
in Southern California who wasn’t a dull- 
ard or a major newspaper or California’s 
Official Whig Historian Kevin Starr, new 
ways of understanding the region were 
opening up.” 

Paul went on: “But remember the big 
papers’ reaction to Davis—a chamber of 
commerce mentality still ruled the day. 
That’s what made the Weekly so valuable. 
It was a new voice, and it wasn’t afraid of 
new ideas or of offending those who were. 
It helped show there was a world in OC 
beyond chamber of commerce dreams or 
what appeared in the Register.” 


ness community that lay heavy upon 

the land. The Weekly was still in 
utero when, in the summer of 1995, a few 
months before issue No. 1, I got a call from 
reporter Tom Vanderbilt of The Baffler, 
the radical, Chicago-based pop-culture 
journal edited by one of my intellectual 
heroes, Thomas Frank. Frank would go on 
to write the brilliant The Conquest of Cool 
and the more famous What’s the Matter 
With Kansas? 

Vanderbilt, the reporter, was writing what 
he might have called “What’s the Matter 
with Orange County?” I met him at the LAB 
in Costa Mesa. What evolved out of that 
meeting was, I would come to recognize, 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 


I t wasn’t just the dream of the busi- 
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preordained: smart people from conven- 
tionally interesting places instinctively hate 
Orange County. Following our meeting, 
Vanderbilt wrote in Issue No. 8 of The Baffler: 


The county seemed to inhabit a dual world: 
one a gray dystopia of uncertainty and fall- 
ing property values; another, the accustomed 
bright and buoyant showcase of affluent 
citizens who were forming start-up software 
firms in small industrial parks and shopping 
at Coach and Hermés. It was home to one of 
the country’s most profitable Mercedes-Benz 
dealers, yet ominous talk loomed of mas- 
sive cuts in bus service to help bail out the 
county—and just how would those nannies 
and gardeners from Santa Ana make the daily 
commute to Big Canyon Villas or Belcourt? In 
Orange County, such paradoxes run deep and 
jagged like irrigation ditches: only there did it 
seem to make sense that the soft-spoken and 
earnest editor of the new “alternative weekly,” 
itself housed next to those software firms in a 
commercially zoned office park, would meet 
me for lunch wearing a three-piece suit, and 
then drive me in his BMW to a cafe at “the 
Lab.” Known as the county’s “anti-mall,” the 
former canning factory is a perfect fabricated 
bohemia—with rusted post-industrial debris 
as strategically chosen as the “environmen- 
tal” music at the county’s real malls—made 
possible through the generous cooperation of 
a local surf/skate-wear tycoon. 


I was the guy who showed up at lunch. I 
was not wearing a three-piece suit—hadn’t 
owned one since Jimmy Carter’s presidency. 
The BMW was already old when I bought 
it, in such bad shape by the time of l’affair 
Vanderbilt that my German mechanic had 
summed up its defects by saying he wasn’t 
sure it was worth fixing. The leaking gas 
tank bothered him most. I asked him how 
long I could go without repairs, given, you 
know, the cost. He gravely eyeballed the 
perforated gas tank and responded with a 
question: “Do you smoke?” 

I note these things not to defend myself 
or to imply (as the puritanical Vanderbilt 
believed) that fine suits and luxury cars 
are manifestations of spiritual putrefac- 
tion. I note them to show that outsiders 
will see in Orange County what they 
expect to see. It’s more compelling—far 
easier, more common and therefore, yes, 
stupid—to see the place as hypocritical. 
It’s superficial to note what’s superficial. 

To love Orange County deeply requires 
actual labor. 

The entire Baffler thing read as if there 
had been no evolution in pop culture’s 
perspective on suburbs, on Orange County, 
on Southern California. A year after we 
opened, the city of Lakewood’s own D.J. 
Waldie published the landmark Holy Land: 
A Suburban Memoir, in which we learn 
that suburban predictability is a “neces- 
sary illusion” masking something that may 
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actually be—is, in fact—weirdly spiritual 
somehow, or, perhaps, it’s just that even 
this compelling deception cannot frus- 
trate/retard/destroy the soul unless we 
let it through the sheer laziness of adopt- 
ing someone else’s perceptions. For the 
aptly named Vanderbilt, Orange County 
was only a “theme park of a county,” and 
“the theme, as one tourist brochure put it, 
is you can have anything you want.” For 
Waldie, beneath the master planning “is a 
compass of possibilities,” and “seen from 
above,” it’s “beautiful and terrible.” 

It’s easy to miss Waldie’s beautiful and 
terrible possibilities, especially if you’re a 
Baffler writer dropped here for a few days 
and reading sales brochures. But loving 
the place where we live is difficult, even if, 
like me or many of my fellow Weeklings, 
you grew up here. 


arly on, the Weekly was rightly 
K praised for political reporting 

that dug beneath what was pub- 
lished in the Los Angeles Times and the 
Orange County Register. And I’m betting 
that elsewhere in this very same celebra- 
tion of the Weekly’s 20th anniversary, 
there is ample and appropriate coverage 
of that reporting. 

What might be less remembered was the 
therapeutic working-out in print of my own 
fear of placelessness. But it was everywhere. 
Jim Washburn provided a model of Pyncho- 
nian depth to which the rest of us could not 
really even hope to aspire. In our very first 
issue, he identified the paradox: that we our- 
selves were like everybody else in Orange 
County (a point he made by noting that 
every one of us seemed to have purchased 
the same black or white Target floor lamp 
with halogen bulb in upturned dish) and 
would nevertheless attempt to stand apart 
somehow, to have our reedy voices heard 
above the din, like a guy playing dog whistle 
in the seminal noise band Blue Cheer. 

There were others: R. Scott Moxley 
provided pathbreaking political coverage 
and media criticism, but his deep dives 
into the dangers of Little Saigon’s anti- 
communism were equally unprecedented. 
Gustavo Arellano’s first feature was a 
sociopolitical analysis of Mexican wres- 
tling at an Anaheim swap meet. The afore- 
mentioned Paul Brennan examined the 
meaning of the story of the ghost of Mod- 
esta Avila “Orange County’s first con- 
victed felon and first state prisoner,” who, 
in life, “put a scare into Orange County 
burghers by defying the most powerful 
corporation in California”). Nick Schou 
pulled back the curtain on the OC 
drug trade, including the rise of 
violence in Laguna Beach’s 
otherwise-peaceful 1970s- 
era hippy-surf culture—this 
latter featuring one of 
my favorite moments in 
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Orange County history, when a hungry kid 
wanders the streets of Laguna in search of 
lunch and his big sister. He finds her in an 
orgy, enters the mass of writhing, naked 
bodies, taps her on her absolutely bare 
back, and asks if she has 5 bucks. “Not on 
me,” she says. 

An overlooked classic of these stories 
might have been Anthony Pignataro’s 
account of his one-day hike of the entire 
length of Beach Boulevard, in which he 
transformed an archetype of suburban 
sprawl into a kind of living museum of the 
county’s secret history. 

The Weekly was also very funny—indeed, 
at this point in my writing, I’d have already 
asked Steve Lowery to feed me a punch 
line. Among Gustavo Arellano’s early ;Ask 
a Mexican! Q&As was the question “Why 
do Mexicans sell oranges by the side of 
the road?” The answer, Lowery offered: 
“Because Steinways weigh too much.” 


omeone once told me that the 
Gy worst job at the Weekly was to work 

as a music editor while I ran the 
paper. That’s likely true: I begged everyone 
on the arts beat (not just music) to offer me 
more than Biblical/genealogical texts on 
bands, to forego writing who-begat-whom 
profiles, but to tell me why this place—sup- 
posedly so inanimate/bland—produced the 
vibrant ska/punk/cowboy/country/metal/ 
pop/rap/surf music it produced. Was 
there an Orange County sound? And if so, 
what did it mean—about us, of course, but 
mostly about me? 

Iremember with much affection free- 
lance writers I haven’t spoken to in years. 
My nearly lifelong friend Nathan Callahan, 
who identified the moment when TV news 
went nuts for live crime drama: the 1951 kid- 
nap-and-murder of a 10-year-old girl that 
drew to Santa Ana television cameras the 
size of monsters in Jurassic Park. Lyrical, 
elegant, incisive Cal State Fullerton English 
professor Cornel Bonca, who, among his 27 
observations on the county fair, offered this 
one, at No. 4: “Overheard outside the Fair, 
while waiting for the gates to swing wide 
on opening day, from the mouth of a 4- or 
5-year-old boy, trying to make conversation 
with, evidently, his babysitter: ‘Guess what? 
Yesterday, my dad got out of jail!” 

Rebecca Schoenkopf’s first art review 
(of Christian iconography at the Bowers 
Museum) now seems the perfect bookend 
for her much-later profile of a Huntington 
Beach porn star’s remarkably mundane 
domestic life. Fifteen years after I edited it, 
the story of Candy Apples still leaves me a 
little PTS disordered. 

Where else were you going 

to find a writer of Rebecca’s 

sublimity writing Com- 
mie Girl, a column that 
brought radical politics to 
unashamed affection for 
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local nightlife? Rebecca herself would ask, 
and then answer such a rhetorical ques- 
tion: “Nowhere, that’s where.” 


world. But my colleagues changed 

me. It would have been impossible 
to fail while working with them (and may 
I acknowledge here my wife, Heather, 
who served as the Weekly’s innova- 
tive art director almost the entire time 
I was there—and still managed to raise 
children?). Many of these people—Matt 
Coker, Lowery, Washburn, Schou, Schoen- 
kopf, Dave Wielenga, Pignataro, etc.— 
could have run the Weekly just as well. 
Gustavo still does. But for a while, they let 
me run it, and I’m forever grateful. 

Tleft the Weekly in 2007. A few years later, 
New Yorker writer Tad Friend parachuted 
into Orange County to become the millionth 
national reporter (could’ve been the ninth 
or 10th) to cover the public-employee pen- 
sion fight in Costa Mesa. We met, as I had 
met Vanderbilt, at the Lab in Costa Mesa. 
We talked pensions and politics, but mostly, 
I spent the time warning Friend off such 
antique observations of Orange County as 
ultimately (and I guess predictably) just 
peppered his New Yorker piece. 

“Costa Mesa has no apparent center,” 
he wrote in his September 2011 story, 
“Contract City.” To describe us and this 
place, he resuscitated Gertrude Stein’s 
respiratorially compromised “no there 
there.” Costa Mesa “is 45 minutes to 
forever south of Los Angeles.” The 
nearby freeways “fling you out to scat- 
tered hubs,” “the in-between spaces are 
a beige blur,” punctuated by “office parks 
bermed out with Marathon Sod and lone 
crape myrtles.” 


he price of liberty from the psy- 
i | cho-social hegemony of such anti- 

suburbanism is eternal vigilance. 
It is easy to fall in hate with our home—to 
be hypnotized by the swinging watches 
of The Real Housewives of OC, The O.C., 
Arrested Development, Thomas Pynchon’s 
The Crying of Lot 49, misguided radicals at 
The Baffler and the New Yorker, and even by 
people in LA who feel about OC what New 
Yorkers feel about anything west of the 
Hudson. It is harder to love a place when 
the incessant/amplified message (rising 
now to the level of something like white 
noise) suggests you live on the margins of 
an empire with its really important centers 
in Washington, D.C.; New York; or maybe 
LA. In the moments when you despair, ’'d 
prescribe one copy of OC Weekly. It’s free, 
every Thursday. 


I t’s true we did not change the entire 


Will Swaim is the founding editor of OC 
Weekly and currently vice president of jour- 
nalism for the Franklin Center for Govern- 
ment & Public Integrity. Call him Guillermo. 
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hate & death. 


A friend who recently moved back to Portland after a few years in 


beauty boot camp 


The county’s broke. Everyone with money or reason has hauled ass 


OC explained before she left, “You know those shoppers at the Korean 
department store that collapsed, where the water pipes had been crack- 
ing, the floor was buckling, and they just ignored it and kept shopping 
till they were crushed? That’s the way it feels to me here.” 


out of here for saner climes. Our sports teams abandon us. Our military 
bases close. Our social services attrit. We catch fire. We get flooded. 
Carl’s burgers splatter on our shoes! So, okay, we’re in hell, which at 
least goes a long way toward explaining why Bob Dornan represents us. 


2015. Communications Week. A 

class of grad students endures a 
dreary, droning talk from a corporate 
communications person for Wells Fargo’s 
Orange County division. She’s going 
on about what a great job it is running 
interference for some local grubs of Wall 
Street. But then she mentions how a local 
newspaper was working on a story about 
a local branch of Wells Fargo and how 
she had to deal with one of its reporters, 
the kind of task she was handsomely paid 
for, though dreaded. 

“Tf you’re a banker in Orange County,” 
she told the class, “you don’t want to be in 
Orange County Weekly.” 

Damn straight. 

If there is any truth to the hoary adage 
that the highest calling of a journalist and 


I t’s a spring night in Fullerton, circa 


—Jim Washburn, in his first Lost In OC column, Sept. 15, 1995 


the outlets that employ them is to afflict the 
comfortable and comfort the afflicted, OC 
Weekly is living, breathing, noxious proof. 

How has it afflicted the comforted? Bob 
Dornan claimed its coverage led to his 
historic 1996 election loss. Its investiga- 
tions have led to indictments and resig- 
nations and jail time for mayors, council 
members, assemblymen, even a sheriff—a 
sheriff. It has poked and prodded numer- 
ous instances of political and law-enforce- 
ment corruption and malfeasance. It has 
pricked establishment balloons from high 
society to organized religion, plus 
everything in between. 

And how has it comforted 
the afflicted? It has freed 
innocent people from jail, 
given a voice to the dis- 
carded and disenfranchised 
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and subcultures in a time and a place in 
which such voices were often silenced. It 
highlighted bands that went on to greater 
things and brought business to restau- 
rants, designers, artists—all the saints in 
this blighted, beautiful OC. 

More than anything else, it told stories. 
Stories of the rich and powerful, the disaf- 
fected and ignored. Stories that comment, 
reflect, investigate. Some are deathly 
serious, and some just outrageous goofs. 
From masterful literary journalism to 
invective-laden rants. 

The story of OC Weekly during the 
past 20 years is part of the story 
of Orange County during the 
past 20 years. And whether 
mocked, scorned, embraced 
or ignored, it has stayed 
faithful to that mission. 
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And now, for the first time, OC Weekly 
tells its own story, through the words and 
observations of the people who worked 
for it, as well as from a few it targeted 
and championed. 

The commies and the Mexicans, the 
radicals and dissenters, the disposable and 
displaced, the sinners and suburbanites, 
the nerds and geeks and accursed and 
freaks, the intellectuals and bookworms, 
the curmudgeons and cynics, the snarky 
and satirists, the arrogant and asshole-ish, 
the bodhisattvas and beatniks, and just the 
average Joe or Jane or José or Thuy who 
got sick of gargling in the rat-race choir 
and felt compelled to say something—any- 
thing—about the place he or she calls home. 

Here is that story. Was it always pretty 
neat or tidy? No. But it was always—and 
continues to be—a story. 
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Stern Publishing—owned by Leonard Stern, 
a pet-food magnate whose Hartz Moun- 
tain corporation controlled 70 percent of 
the pet-supply market—bought the Vil- 
lage Voice, the nation’s oldest alternative 
weekly, in 1983. In 1994, Stern purchased 
the LA Weekly, which then set its sights on 
Orange County. ... 


Michael Sigman, LA Weekly/OC Weekly 
publisher, 1983-2002: The crass but simple 
answer [why OC Weekly was created] 

is that big advertisers in LA Weekly like 
Tower Records said they’d advertise in an 
Orange County edition. Before Leonard 
bought us, there were several years of 
exploratory machinations and research, 
but we never had the funding or authori- 
zation. And even though other people had 
explored it and had decided it wasn’t such 
a good idea, it seemed obvious to us that it 
had potential. There was never any ques- 
tion in my mind that we could do a suc- 
cessful paper. After we were bought, the 
mandate was “Let’s get OC Weekly started 
as soon as possible.” I remember having 
serious conversations with [the late New 
York Times media critic] David Carr about 
the position [of editor], and there were 
probably one or two others, but I can’t 
remember anyone else being a serious 
candidate. And then there was Will. 
Nathan Callahan, OC Weekly contributor, 
1995-2004: Will and I had worked on 

a little zine back in the early ’90s, The 
County, and we tried to cover OC as much 
as we could. It came out sporadically 

and slammed everyone from Irvine City 
Councilman Dave Baker to Jerry Brown. 
And when [Will] heard about the editor 
job, it went from there. 

Will Swaim, OC Weekly founding editor, 
1995-2007: I was working at Entrepreneur, 
a business magazine, and a friend of mine 
said she had heard of LA Weekly starting 
something in Orange County. At the time, 
the landscape was littered with a whole 
bunch of attempts to start alt-weeklies 


here, and they had all been grotesquely 
underfunded or weren’t very good. 
Sigman: Once we talked to Will, it wasn’t 
even a close call. He had the talent, but 
he also knew everything about Orange 
County. Will drove David [Schneider- 
man, president of Stern Publishing] and 


I around in the interview process, and he 
knew everything—why every greenway 
was the way it was, every little commu- 
nity. It was just staggering what he knew. 
Swaim: They asked me if I thought a 
paper like this can survive, and I said 
just running a calendar section would be 
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revolutionary. But I also told them if you 
could tell people there was something 
going on beneath the surface of this place 
that is supposed to be perfect and secure, 
it would be amazing. They said they 

had one key economic indicator, which, 
at the time, they weren’t really excited 
about telling anybody publicly. They said 
900-phone-number advertising in the 
back of LA Weekly could be traced dis- 
proportionally to Orange County. I want 
to say 60 percent to 80 percent. They 
weren’t trying to suggest with 900-phone 
advertising, they could actually make it 
here. What they were saying, I think, is 
that maybe there is more here than meets 
the eye. 

And in May or June of 1995, they hired 
me. It seemed like a long shot. I was edi- 
tor of a business magazine, and I had 
never worked for a daily newspaper, and I 
got hired to edit what, to me, was going to 
be the most breathtaking job that I could 
ever possibly imagine having. 


Swaim reached out to Los Angeles Times 
writers Rose Apodaca Jones and Jim 
Washburn; Daily Pilot entertainment edi- 
tor Matt Coker—who had just been publicly 
humiliated after his editor, future Times 
reporter William Lobdell, publicly apolo- 
gized for Coker writing a column called 
“Ding, Dong, the Dick is Dead!” on the 
passing of Richard Nixon—and journalists 
such as Wyn Hilty and Tom Vasich, with 
whom Swaim had worked in the past. 


Swaim: I just wanted people who had 
a real voice and who were really intel- 
ligent and who stood out as writers in 
other places. I wasn’t sure what any 
of them would do. I just knew they’d 
write somehow. 
Wyn Hilty, managing editor, 1995-1998: For 
the first couple of months or so, he and I 
were working out of our homes. I think 
I interviewed Rebecca Schoenkopf for 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 
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copy editor in my living room. We finally 
got some office space and were able to put 
things together in an actual office, which 
was a relief. 
Jim Washburn, executive editor and colum- 
nist, 1995-1998 & 2000-2005: I was freelanc- 
ing for the Times. They paid okay, and I 
worked there five or six times a week, but 
it was kind of a dead end. I asked my edi- 
tor, Tony Lioce, “What is my likelihood of 
ever going full-time?” And he said about as 
much as the likelihood of me ever sprout- 
ing a twat. Wasn’t too long after that, I got 
the call from Will, and it was a job with 
benefits and new vistas and a chance to 
start something interesting and all that 
stuff. It seemed like a good thing to do. 
When me and a couple of the early 
hires went up for some meeting at the 
LA Weekly, the staff for the most part 
treated us like some country bumpkins 
whom they couldn’t wait to get rid of. 
On the plus side, they never tried to 
mess with our copy or tell us what to do, 
which was good. 
Tom Vasich, production editor, 1995-1997: 
At the time, Orange County was radically 
changing, almost like stripping off the 
whole idea of the Orange Curtain. There 
was a lot of excitement, with culture and 
the arts and even politics changing. The 
stink of change was in the air in Orange 
County, and OC Weekly was the fan. 


Matt Coker, calendar editor, managing edi- 
tor and executive editor, 1995-2007, staff 
writer, 2008-present: I was calendar edi- 
tor, and it was a hell of a lot of work even 
before the first paper came out, having 

to call so many places for information. 
That first issue was like birthing a baby, 
so painful. I think that’s when I developed 
most of my gray hairs. But the great thing 
about the early days is we felt totally on 
our own. Even though we didn’t own the 
paper ourselves, it felt like we did. No one 
really seemed to care; it was like, “Hey, 
kids, let’s put on a show.” We got that first 
one out, and I remember feeling so proud 
about ourselves, and then it was like, “Oh, 
shit, we have to get the next one out.” 
Rose Apodaca Jones [now Rose Apodaca], 
staff writer, 1995-1998: I was terrified 
when I started because there was so much 
hope about what it could be that it was 

a little terrifying that it could potentially 
fail. Most of us left good gigs, and we 
really needed to make it work, and we 
were all so invested in making it succeed. 
But it was also a lot of fun. We spent a hell 
of a lot of time in those offices, late into 
the night sometimes, sharing pizzas and 
beer. And I really felt we had this mission 
to raise the level and awareness, to tell 
our neighbors and strangers that it’s okay 
to be from Orange County. There’s some 
really incredible stuff going on here. Just 
because it’s happening in this zone doesn’t 
mean it’s any less important or influential 
than what’s happening an hour north. 
Rich Kane, contibutor and music editor, 


1998-2005, managing editor, 2007-2009: 
Orange County was this unexplored gold- 
mine, and I was just thrilled. I remember 
picking up the first issue and driving back 
on the 55 freeway and having this almost 
euphoric high because, at last, there 
was something that could really make a 
strong presence, not just for investigative 
journalism, but also arts coverage, some- 
thing that could expose people in Orange 
County to a kind of journalism that had 
never been there before. I didn’t even 
care that I was only doing calendar list- 
ings [at first]; I just wanted to be involved 
in any way. 
Swaim: I remember having a bundle of the 
first-issue papers in my truck and driv- 
ing home from the printer at sunrise near 
Diamond Bar and the 57, thinking, “Holy 
fuck, I’m absolutely exhausted but also 
so wired.” It felt like I was working with 
Radio Free Europe, that we were bringing 
something to the county that would really 
transform it. 

That evening, everybody was leaving 
at 5:30 or 6, and the phone rang. It was 
a woman who said she was disgusted by 
what she had seen in our newspaper and 
that we were not welcome here: “You 
used foul language, there are ads for hook- 
ers in there, and you’re going to harm my 
children.” And I said, “Look, I’ve got chil- 
dren. This paper isn’t meant for them.” 
She said, “I know you’ve got children. I 
know where your son plays ice hockey.” 
And I paused for a moment and said, “Are 
you really threatening me?” She said, “You 


can take that however you want.” And 
she hung up. And I thought, “Wow, fuck.” 
That’s how it started. 


The staff of the Weekly’s first issue 
included Swaim as editor; Washburn, 
executive editor; Apodaca, senior writer; 
Hilty, managing editor; Gary Gonzalez, art 
director; Vasich, production editor; Coker, 
calendar editor; and Rebecca Schoenkopf, 
copy chief. Among the interns was Patrice 
Wirth [now Patrice Wirth Marsters, asso- 
ciate editor]. The 80-page debut included 
Apodaca’s cover story, “A Secret History of 
the OC Sound,” and her nightlife column, 
La Vie en Rose. Washburn contributed his 
inaugural Lost In OC column; a feature on 
the owner of Captain Cream, a topless joint 
in Lake Forest; and an interview with Con- 
crete Blonde’s Johnette Napolitano. There 
were also three smaller news stories; clas- 
sical music, dance, sports, arts and theater 
columns; a food piece; a 33-page calendar 
section; eight pages of classifieds (includ- 
ing some 50 phone-sex ads); and a column 
at the back, Last Gasp by Matt Coker, 
which established what quickly became a 
Weekly trademark: humor in a jugular vein 
aimed at the absurd politicians and strange 
goings-on in OC. 


Sigman: Certainly, it had the same format 
as LA Weekly, but as far as the content, it 
was really driven by Will’s vision, which I 
loved. A paper that was a little less doctri- 
naire left than LA Weekly, with a dash of 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 
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libertarianism and just a certain amount 
of craziness, and, you know, finding these 
people like Bob Dornan to make fun of 
and just relentlessly going after them. 

But the zaniness of Will’s paper was seri- 
ous; the fact we made fun of Bob Dornan 
didn’t make it unserious. 

Washburn: Initially, everyone I knew [in 
journalism] was reading it. Everyone try- 
ing to figure out, “Is this some new animal 
in our jungle, are they a threat to us, is this 
a joy to us, can I talk to these people, can 

I trust them?” All that sort of stuff. People 
took the Weekly a lot more seriously— 
more serious than we deserved, maybe. 
Swaim: The cover of our second issue 

was how the Times and Register blew the 
[1994 Orange County] bankruptcy story, 
which was less than a year old. There was 
no media criticism going on in the county, 
no one holding reporters accountable, so I 
started a media column. And I remember 
people saying, “Who are you guys to write 
about them, and why don’t you do your 
own job?” What we were really arguing 
for was greater transparency about the 
news process. We were trying to carve out 
a space for ourselves, and we had to make 
a lot of noise to do it. 

Callahan: Five weeks into it, I wrote a 
cover story about the OC Democratic 
Party, “They Eat Their Own.” It so 
enraged the people at the Swallow’s Inn, 
where the chairman of the party used to 
hang out, that they tore a rack of Weeklys 
and threw it into the street. I think it was 
then that I knew I was doing the right 
thing. I think we had had a big hand in 
turning around the conservative strangle- 
hold in the county, as well as putting the 
Democratic Party on guard that it was 
being challenged. We called them on their 
shit. And they had to pay attention. 


In early 1996, R. Scott Moxley submitted 

an unsolicited manuscript about an Orange 
County court case, “Killa Gay Man and Go 
Free.” It was published on Feb. 8, 1996—and 
the lords of OC quickly learned to tremble 
at the mention of Moxley’s name. 


Swaim: I remember going into my office 
on a Saturday and opening my mail. We’d 
get thousands of books and releases, all 
kinds of stuff. I opened up one thing, and 
it was this beautifully written, feature- 
length literary journalism piece of hang- 
ing out at this crazy trial about a gay man 
being beaten to death and the jury acquit- 
ting the guy who did it. I called him up 
that day and said, “This is fucking brilliant. 
Who are you? Where did you come from?” 


The first year of the Weekly set the tem- 
plate for what would come. It skewered 
politicians such as Scott Baugh, Christo- 
pher Cox, Curt Pringle and Dana Rohra- 
bacher. It chronicled the efforts by Orange 
County to extract itself from bankruptcy, 
fought the San Joaquin Hills Transporta- 
tion Corridor, covered the county’s cultural 


scene, and infused nearly everything with 
sharp-witted satire. 

Nick Schou began freelancing in January 
1996 and quickly became a staff writer. 


Nick Schou, staff writer and managing 
editor, 1996-present: I had what Will 
and I jokingly referred to as the Marx- 
ist beat—not just cops or police brutal- 
ity, but pretty much anything that fit 
into the rubric of the reality of Orange 
County beyond what people think it is 
from the outside. Not just arch-con- 
servative politics and wealthy coastal 
enclaves, but the real Orange County in 
terms of income inequality and other 
permutations of that. 

Washburn: Moxley and Nick ... were cov- 
ering politics in a way that hadn’t been 
done before. 

Vasich: Then Nick started really becom- 
ing an exceptionally good reporter and 
finding these great stories, got involved 
with the Gary Webb situation with the 
whole cocaine connection. [Editor’s note: 
Schou’s extensive work on pioneering jour- 
nalist Gary Webb and an OC connection to 
Webb’s series of stories about the CIA and 
crack cocaine in Los Angeles turned into 

a 2006 book and a film, released in 2014, 
both titled Kill the Messenger.] I would 
say along with Moxley’s reporting, Nick’s 
stories on the CIA cocaine-LA connection 
and his other stories on [the Drug War], 

I think, really put this paper on the map 
nationally. Those were stories everyone 
knew about. 


On Jan. 19, 1996, Buddy Seigal, a freelancer 
at the time, landed an interview with R. 
Crumb, the legendary underground Zap 
Comix designer, who was living in France. 
Terry Zwigoff’s documentary on him, 
Crumb, had come out in 1995. There wasn’t 
much of a local connection, but Crumb did 
have this to say: 
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“Orange County is a vortex of evil. 
I really believe... the whole southern 
thing from LA on down is a very evil 
place. I spent some time down there vis- 
iting, about five years ago, in this town 
called Oceanside that I used to live in as 
akid...and the whole place has turned 
so horrible and nightmarish compared 
to how it was. Guys in noisy four-by-four 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 
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vehicles—it was frightening, horrifying. 
.. If this is the future of the planet, oh, 
man. How depressing.” 

That same issue featured Coker’s Last 
Gasp column, the first of three Weekly 
columns over the years that were a grab 
bag of satirical commentary and graphics 
aimed at satirizing local pols and culture. 
(Coker would later create A Clockwork 
Orange, and Steve Lowery handled Diary 
of a Mad County.) Also in the issue, 
Swaim contributed a goof on a Register 
story that reported a closed Dana Point 
health club would open as the Sweatshop. 
Swaim offered a few other choice names 
for potential health clubs, including the 
Race War, the Concentration Camp and 
the Ethnic Cleanser, in which Harvard- 
trained speech pathologists would “rid 
you of bizarre foreign accents that would 
otherwise prevent you from participating 
in the American Dream.” 

The Weekly’s first year proved Sigman 
correct about its financial sustainability. 


Swaim: I asked [the Weekly’s owners] how 
long they were committed to this thing, 
and they said, “We don’t even expect it to 


the office and had his elephant-gun laser 
sight on Bob Dornan, that was what really 
established the paper as a political voice. 
It’s one thing to mock Bob Dornan—that 
was easy—but Moxley systematically 
went after the Dornan administration in 

a legitimately journalistic manner and 
just crushed them. It was impressive to sit 
there and watch it happen. 

R. Scott Moxley, staff writer and editor, 
1996-present: I was interviewing [Dor- 
nan’s| childhood friends. I went so deep 
into his past that I could name names to 
him that freaked him out. And Bob came 
in to scream at Will because he had a habit 
of badgering and threatening editors, and 
the great thing Will gave me was that it 
was my story. And [Dornan] had to go 
through me. 

Loretta Sanchez, congresswoman: I cer- 
tainly read [the Weekly] with interest 
because I didn’t know much about Bob 
Dornan, and most people didn’t know 
much about him. I think it discussed all 
the things he’d been doing that Orange 
County wasn’t aware of. It was very infor- 
mative from my standpoint. 


Sanchez had been a previous Moxley tar- 
get. In an April 12, 1996, cover story titled 
“Anyone But Bob! But Why Loretta?,” he 

exposed her ties to a notorious politico. 
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break even for three years.” At the end of 

our first year, we made money. The Asso- 
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in the history of alternative weeklies. 

Sigman: Usually, it takes a number of 

years for a publication like this to make 

a profit, and we did in the first year. It a 


wasn’t because we were such geniuses; it’s Si 
because we had that ad base from LA, and ANYONE BOB 
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once it was clear that Will could do what 
he was doing, and he had Jim Washburn 
and great people writing there, it was an 
overwhelmingly positive experience. 


The Weekly made its first national head- 
lines after Moxley wrote an exposé of long- 
time Congressman Bob Dornan, OC’s most 
notorious politician. It published on Oct. 24, 
1996, one week before his razor-thin defeat 
at the hands of Democrat Loretta Sanchez. 


. LOVERBOY 


BUTWHYLORETTASANCHEZ? 


Vasich: The day Scott Moxley walked into 


Swaim: The thing we were trying to 

do was really establish ourselves as 
great reporters and not just shills for 
one party or another. So Scott coming 
against Sanchez played against type. 
He checked out her résumé, and it was 
bogus. We reported that when no one 
else did. We got attacked for being anti- 
Latino, anti-Democratic. And Scott is 
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THE NELSONS 12/19 DICK DALE nan’s political ship, and Dornan is taking 

hel a 11/21 THE TOADIES (Acousnc) 1/10 TOMMY CASTRO on water, and he’s going after Sanchez’s 

5 11/22 THE DIRTY KNOBS / 1/15 MARC COHN connection to a really unsavory Demo- 

3) MARC FORD 1/16 DAVID LINDLEY cratic Party character. 

3 _ § 41/28 CASH’D OUT 2/143 OTTMAR LIEBERT Sanchez: I haven’t noticed that the OC 

i 12/3 BOOKER T. JONES 2/14 OTTMAR LIEBERT Weekly covers me very much. Once in 

w 12/5 TERRI NUNN & 2/28 JUDY COLLINS / a while, you mention me in there, but I 

z BERLIN Ari Hest haven’t noticed you were particularly 

ro) covering me or going after me. I think I’ve 


gotten good coverage on some days and 
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bad coverage on other days. It just goes 
with the territory. 

Swaim: Loretta may have forgotten this, 
but she was very active responding to 
[Moxley’s coverage] at the time because 
she denied she had any connection with 
this fundraiser, who was a convicted 
felon. Except the fax she sent her denial 
on came through with the felonious 
fundraiser’s address at the very top of 
the page. She had sent it from the guy’s 
own fax machine. 


None of that, though, compared to Dor- 
nan’s reaction after losing to Sanchez. The 
week before Moxley’s exposé, he visited the 
Weekly in an effort to have the story killed. 
(According to Swaim, he was quite nice.) 
After the article published, Dornan’s team 
went around newsstands in his district, 
throwing copies of the issue into their cars. 


Moxley: When he lost the race, he wrote 

a letter to the [Weekly’s owners] in New 
York and blamed my cover story for his 
loss. I was jumping up and down. “You’re 
at an alt-weekly, and there’s a guy like 
Dornan, and he just credited you for his 
loss?” I was like, “Ahhhh, just so wonder- 
ful.” So then he did the “wetbacks”-cheat- 
ing-him-out-of-the-election thing, and the 
LA Times’ Peter Warren led the charge on 
that, and I beat the living hell out of that 


piece. Dornan was so angry at me that he 
grabbed me around the throat. 


Dornan became a constant foil for the 
Weekly, especially after he tried to get the 
House of Representatives to hold Moxley in 
contempt. In 1998, he attempted to reclaim 
his seat, but, along with the GOP state- 
wide, he was crushed. Moxley wrote one of 
the finest pieces in Weekly history, “White 
Trash Disco Party,” about a Republican 
election-night party in Newport Beach. 
Dornan showed up and said his remarks 
would last “six or seven minutes.” 


Moxley [from the article]: The wrong thing 
to give an addict is another dose. The wrong 
thing to give a failed actor like Dornan is 
applause. ... At the podium, he posed. He 
smiled. He quoted Yeats. The man who 
avoided combat duty and who was once 
jailed for violent spousal abuse peppered 
his incoherent remarks with references 

to “character,” D-Day, citizen arrest, “The 
Beast,” talk radio, Martin Luther King 

Jr., strong women, Newt Gingrich, sexual 
predators and the Antichrist. Despite all the 
talk, Dornan couldn’t summon the maturity 
to concede the race to Sanchez. In fact, the 
man who invented voter-fraud allegations 
against innocent Latinos to explain his 1996 
loss said he would “never” concede. 


After his nearly 30-minute speech, Schou 
approached Dornan. 

Moxley [from the article]: “Are you a homo- 
sexual?” the ex-congressman asked Schou 


before agreeing to talk. ... Schou asked, 
“How does it feel to lose twice in arow toa 
Latina?” Dornan looked back. Gone was the 
fiery entertainer who likes to call himself a 
“hero.” He said pitifully, “I’m not answering 
any more questions for OC Weekly.” 

That’s okay. We know the answers. 
Moxley: After he lost the [first] race, he 
said, “I’m not threatening you, but I’m 
going to have both your kneecaps broken.” 
But to show you how times change, a cou- 
ple of years ago, he and his wife sent me 
a Christmas card with the sweetest mes- 
sage. And I asked his son, Mark, “Are they 
going senile?” He said, “No. They kind of 
respect you now. You were the only guy 
who never gave up.” 

Schou: We just happened to arrive at a 
really important transitional moment in 
Orange County history. In politics, Sanchez 
and her defeat of Dornan was a watershed 
event—everything changed as a result of 
that. But also just in terms of how Orange 
County was changing... The Weekly 
enjoyed cultural credibility because we had 
such talented writers. We were in front not 
just in politics, but in terms of culture. 


Rose Apodaca wrote the Weekly’s first 
regular nightlife/cultural column, La Vie 
en Rose. 


Apodaca: That was my baby. I was encour- 
aged to write about anything I wanted. It 
was an opinion column, but I was incred- 
ibly engaged in the culture of Orange 
County, navigating all kinds of economic 


groups and nightlife, the lowlights and the 
highlights. I felt it was my role to surprise 
readers with what I was discovering on 
my adventures. 


After she left in 1998, Michael Alarcon took 
over the slot, with Boy Around Town. That 
didn’t pan out, so Schoenkopf, who had 
been an arts critic and copy editor, took it 
over later in the year. The Weekly’s first 
breakout star was born. 


Rebecca Schoenkopf, columnist and editor, 
1995-2007: It was a nightlife and society 
column, so my idea for Commie Girl was 
to see it through my unique filter. I had 
just turned 25, educated, female, Jewish, 
Catholic, Communist. I think [for] my 
first column, I reviewed a new 99-cent 
store, went to some clubs and got drunk. 
And I had a little baby at home, and I’'d 
take him with me to city council meet- 
ings and restaurant and art openings and 
nightclubs, and it was great. He was my 
small buttercup of a son. The nightlife in 
the mid-to-late 1990s was kind of amaz- 
ing. Tons of places to go, a lot of art and 
culture, people were going out and seeing 
art. I loved being famous. And I was. I was 
a famous writer. I’d be at the bookstore 
and sign a credit card receipt, and they’d 
say, “Are you Commie Girl?” and I’d say, 
“Oh, yes, I am.” 

And it turned into something with a 
whole cast of characters who would come 
in and out. Like homegirl Arrissia, who 
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was threatening to kick Dennis Rodman 
in the head at some place in Costa Mesa. 
Arrissia Owen, contributor, editorial and 
production assistant and Pocket Clowns 
lead singer, 1997-current: Will wanted me 
to be Commie Girl’s assistant. Rebecca 
and I didn’t know each other—we were 
the only outgoing females in the news- 


room who wrote often—so he kind of just 


stuck us together, and it took on a life of 
its own. 

What a lot of people don’t realize is 
Commie Girl was a character, and people 


really believed Rebecca was—and in some 


ways, she is. You have to have a certain 


amount of thick skin and bravado and nar- 
cissism to write a column like that. But she 


had so many haters and fans at the same 
time. There’d be times we’d be some- 
place, and people would feel it was okay 
to assault her verbally, and I knew her 
enough to know the more fragile, vulner- 


able side of her, so it turned into this thing 
after a while when I became her protector. 


There were many times I got into some 
pretty heated arguments with men over 
Rebecca. It wasn’t always glamour, and I 
think that a lot of people never saw that. 


ACCENT 


COMMIE GIRL, aka, Rebecca Schoenkopl, pets paid to 
think, You try erafting a bar-scene career in Orange Cx 


Commie Girl's 


P S hangouts 


Schoenkopf: If I had to assign a higher 
purpose to it, I would say that it maybe 
made liberal Orange County people feel 
like it wasn’t such a shameful secret, and 
they weren’t alone, and that it was a nor- 
mal, fun thing to be. 

Oh, and [former Orange County Sher- 
iff] Mike Carona. He hit on me. Abso- 
lutely. Carona super-totally hit on me. But 
so did other politi- 
cians. And I was 
young and thought 
power was sexy, and 
I was very flattered. 
Swaim: I already 
knew she was smart 
and funny and a 
wickedly good writer 
and so young. But 
she turned out to be 
a lot more. She loved 
art, artists, music, but 
she was also highly 
political and a really 
keen observer of peo- 
ple, places and things. She was the perfect 
writer for that, and yes, there’s something 
provocative in Orange County to have a 
newspaper with a column called Com- 
mie Girl. She was really the face of the 
organization. She was a good diplomat for 
the paper. She really liked the work and 
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imantence on cocktail aapking 


mingling, whether it was a bar or some 
political function. Honestly, she was—and 
is—very courageous. 

Coker: I remember getting a call from a 
guy. I thought he was going to commit sui- 
cide. Commie Girl hadn’t run one week, 
and he said, “I need my Commie Girl!” 
And I told him, “Don’t worry; she’ll be 
back next week.” 


Though tucked into a small office park 

in Costa Mesa near Bristol and Red Hill 
streets, the vibe of the Weekly as a scrappy 
underdog willing to take on and make fun 
of the wealthy and powerful transcended its 
humble working conditions. 


Schou: We were in a nondescript, 
cramped office with crappy computer 
equipment and stacks of magazines and 
newspapers all over the place, but it was 
definitely interesting because so much 
of the energy came out of Will’s drive to 
really make a mark on the media land- 
scape. Part of that was he was very good 
at finding people who were highly moti- 
vated—because the pay wasn’t good. But 
everyone down to the receptionist wanted 
to be at the paper. It wasn’t a job; [every- 
one] wanted to be a part of it. Everyone 
kind of hung out together, socialized 
together and worked together. 
Jeremy Zachary, advertising sales represen- 
tative, 1995-2004: It was phenomenal. It 
was like family, and everyone was super- 
charged and felt like rock stars. Because 
this thing we had, everyone wanted to be 
a part of. We had built this culture from 
within, and everyone worked together and 
played together and made it the cool thing. 
Steve Lowery, staff writer, 1998-2007: When 
I first got there, it was Leslie Caines Nash 
and Heather [Swaim] and Rudi King, the 
designers, who set the tone. They were 
so fast and clever, and they’d talk and talk 
and be loud, and I just took it up from 
them. And, man, we were just on top of 
one another. It’s like that joke where you 
live in a New York apartment and you can 
see your stove from your bedroom. You’d 
walk 3 feet, and there’s creative. Three 
feet, there’s editorial. And I talk with my 
hands a lot, and one time [office man- 
ager] Ann Hallett was walking by, and I 
smacked her right in the face. Had to send 
her 8,000 roses I felt so bad. 
Heather Swaim, art director and creative 
director, 1995-2007: Creative just had a 
different way of working. To write, you 
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Nov. 21, 1996: 
“There's got 
to be a morn- 
ing after,” a 
wooden Carol 
Lynley lip-synchs in The Poseidon Adven- 
ture. Since the sappy tune comes from a 
disaster flick, it's the perfect post-election 
theme song for some of A Clockwork 
Orange's favorite politicians, like Curt Prin- 
gle. Hah! Anal rashes have lasted longer 
than the Garden Grove Republican's 
Assembly speakership. 


A CLOCKWORK 


BY MATT COKER 


Nov. 29, 1996: 
Fox News at 
Ten unleashed 
a bombshell: 
“Thousands 
of Southland 
teens have 
found a new 
Dear place to party,” 
Tinie” anchorwoman 
Susan Hira- 
suna said with a startled gleam in her 
eye. “They call it TI—for Tijuana.” Whoa, 
teens in Tijuana? And they use this sort of 
hipster code word, TJ? Now that’s news. 


Feb. 21, 1997: In Newport Beach, you 
can pull your luxury car out of your gated 
temple of self-indulgence in the morning; 
pop over to Newport Center to have your 
nails done, the bikini wax applied and 
the fat sucked out of your thighs; and still 
keep that noon lunch date with the bitch 
screwing your husband. 


May 2, 1997: James Edwards Sr.—the 
Newport Beach multimillionaire who put 
the “mega” in movie megaplexes—died 
on April 26 at age 90. Despite what you've 
heard, the founder of the nation’s 15th- 
largest theater chain was not interred in 
a popcorn tub with extra-hot butter and 
remembered at services on April 30 at 
11 a.m., 1,3, 5, 7 and 9 p.m. 


June 20, 1997: We want everyone in 
Readerland to know how much we love 
our health-maintenance organization, 
PacifiCare of California. It’s a great com- 
pany filled with great people doing great 
things. We have never, ever experienced 
any problems with the Cypress-based 
HMO. And we are certain that the pow- 
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need to be on your own, but for me, I 
would have to get away from what I was 
doing. Sometimes, I’d put on roller skates, 
or Leslie and I would dance around, and 
there’d be music playing, and we’d be 
spitballing ideas and just being stupid and 
silly and that would irritate the shit out 
of Tom Vasich, who would yell, “Would 
you two shut up2” He had no filter. But 
creative and editorial, even sales, was all 
together, so I understand the collision. 
Leslie Caines Nash, production assis- 

tant, 1995-1998: It was pretty tight-knit. 
Heather and I for a long time were the art 
department. It was one big room. We had 
the writers trying to write, but we were 
playing music and screaming and laugh- 
ing and being obnoxious. It was a plus and 
a minus; we were together, but it was also 
hard for the writers to get the work done. 


But even in a close newsroom, people leave 
for other jobs. Apodaca departed in 1998 to 
work for a fashion magazine in Los Ange- 
les. Washburn left shortly after. 


Swaim: When the newspaper was best 
wasn’t when it had this post-modern 
ironic sensibility bullshit; it was when it 
was really earnest, and part of that was 
people like Jim. Jim is a very earnest and 
honest guy. And he was just this com- 
pletely out-of-his-mind, genius, creative 
writer. He was the creative consciousness. 
Washburn: One of the weird things is we 
were trying to be this hip alternative, but 
we weren’t particularly hip people. The 
only time that poses a problem is when 
you worry about it, and there were parties 
that were worried about it. And eventu- 
ally, to me, the Weekly kind of devolved. 
They had this image they would use a 

lot [for story art] of this shouting guy. 

I thought we wound up becoming the 
shouting-guy newspaper, a bunch of 
loudmouths without much substance in 
some ways. “Oh, we’re the bad boys on the 
block” when we were basically suburban- 
ites for the most part. 

Schoenkopf: Jim was in his 40s, way older 
than most of us, so he had the gravitas to 
say people are upset about this, and Will 
took that very personally, and he shouldn’t 
have. Jim was the union rep without being 
strident or anything. He was a fucking 
fantastic writer; he was the voice of OC 
Weekly, which meant he was the voice of 
Orange County. 

Lowery: Jim’s just ridiculously prolific, so 
stupidly brilliant. I just think his ceiling is 
very high. I think Jim outgrew it—I really 
do. Jim is the kind of guy who should be 
writing about huge things. 

Washburn: Will had a lot of pressures 
getting the paper out the rest of us didn’t 
even know about. We’d go out on weekly 
or several-times-a-week walks, just talk- 
ing things through. But at the same time, 
writers would be coming to me with their 
problems with Will. Sometimes, he’d 

tell one person one thing and another 


person another thing entirely contrary. 
Sometimes, he would tell the same person 
contrary things. I was the guy who they 
would come to with their problems, and 

a lot of times, I had to agree with them 
instead of Will. 

Not too long after that, there was a 
going-away party for Rose that kind of 
devolved into a bitch session about Will, 
and I had to agree with some of their 
points and maybe threw in a couple myself. 
Someone reported this back to Will, and 
he was furious that I had convened a meet- 
ing to try to undermine him. Shortly after, 
my performance review came up, and even 
though I was pumping out more copy than 
anyone else in the paper and editing a ton, 
I got no raise because of my disloyalty, he 
said. Not too long after that, I got a phone 
call at home from Steve Lowery saying 
Will had approached him to hire him. 
Lowery told me that he said it’d be great 
working with Washburn and all that stuff, 
and Will said, “Oh, Washburn is leaving.” 
Which was news to me. 

Will denied it, but I thought I could 
wait for him to do his machinations and 
eventually oust me from the paper, or 
make it easy for him and quit because it 
was also making it easier for myself at the 
time. Because who the fuck wants to work 
somewhere where you're not wanted? 
Maybe I could have fought it, maybe not. 
Who gives a fuck? Life goes on. Plus, I 
eventually came back. 

But I will say that without Will, there 
would be no Weekly; it might not have 
made it past its first year. It certainly 
would not have become the vital animal 
it became without him at the helm. He 
had an incredible verve and dedication to 
making this thing work. Whatever differ- 
ences we had, I wish I’d taken some les- 
sons from The Caine Mutiny or something 
in terms of talking to him directly or 
befriending him as opposed to seeing him 
as the force I had to oppose or something. 


Though he exasperated his staff at times, no 
one denied Swaim’s genius. 


“ALL ABOUT FASCISTS” ISSUE 
County officiais get spanked for tying 
Yorba Linda outlaws free speech \\» New Nixon tapes 
Harmony’s bad Nazis Anti-Semites on the Net 


By Nick Schou 


Schoenkopf: Will was an excellent editor 
and boss in that we had almost total free- 
dom to be fucking good. Now, there was 


the Will-hate rotation. When it was your 
turn on it, there was nothing you could 
do, and it could last a year or a couple of 
weeks. And in the meantime, I could be 
like, “Oh, fuck, Will, I burned down the 
office. I’m so sorry.” And he’d be, “Oh, 
everyone burns down the office sometime; 
don’t worry about it.” If it wasn’t on your 
turn on the hate rotation, you could do 
whatever you wanted, and it was beauti- 
ful, but if it was stuck in his head that you 
were a problem, you were there unless it 
was somebody else’s turn. I was only on it 
for a couple of times, so it was fine. [Edi- 
tor’s note: Swaim fired Schoenkopf twice.] 
Greg Stacy, contributor, 1996-2008: When I 
first met Will, he made me think of Chris- 
tian Bale in American Psycho. There was 
something almost replicate-like to the guy, 
but as I got to know him, I realized what 
an amazing, genuine person he was. I was 
this Gen X kid, and I’d grown up with 

all this irony, and he just sort of short- 
circuited my brain. I came to realize he 
means what he’s saying, and there’s just 
this intensity to him. He’s not quite like 
anyone else I’ve ever met. 

Dave Wielenga, staff writer, 1997-2002 & 
2006-2007: The whole take that Will had on 
journalism was so refreshing. It’s one thing 
to be irreverent and yet be accurate, be silly 
and be poignant, and be meaningful, and do 
it all in a place that is traditionally conserva- 
tive. [Will] had the right people, the right 
philosophy and he both governed with an 
iron hand and gave everybody a free rein. 

I don’t know how he did it. We had some 
disagreements along the way, stories that 
he didn’t like and didn’t run, but I never 
thought about leaving. I thought about kill- 
ing myself, but never leaving. 

Lowery: I think we developed a lot of 
good people. Some became writers, some 
went on to other things—but he also 
saved a lot of us who were close to being 
burned out. It really was an incubator for 
thought and learning. One of the beauties 
of the paper was that it was like a cho- 
rus, and everyone played their different 
part and had their own tone or octave or 
voice. At some alternative papers, it was 
the same note over and over, everyone 
writing some quasi-bullshit Marxist crap, 
and we didn’t want that. Everyone had 
complete freedom to express their voice, 
however they wanted to. 


The weekly news meeting, which took place 
Thursday mornings, has become a part of 
Weekly lore. 


Coker: I would say our staff meetings were 
kind of like how I'd picture a sitcom writ- 
ing room, just throwing shit up against 
the wall. 
Anthony Pignataro, staff writer, 1996-2003: 
I realized on my first day I was in a group 
of the smartest kids in the class who sat 
in the back and always did well on tests 
but were always snickering and making 
jokes. But there was also a desire to kick 
people’s asses who needed it, of doing 
kickass, smartly written journalism, and 
they were actually calling out people who 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 
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let a smidgen of negative publicity that 
somehow winds up in a member's column 
stand in the way of, oh, say, payments for 
continued treatments of an embarrassing 
condition in the pelvic region. So what's 
in the news this week? Well, lookie here: 
a Santa Barbara couple is using Califor- 
nia‘s criminal-torture statute in a lawsuit 
that accuses PacifiCare of denying home 
health care for their sick infant. 


Aug. 7, 1998: July 30 was a tough day for 
President Bill Clinton. It started with the 
embarrassing disclosure that indepen- 
dent counsel Kenneth Starr has asked 
the FBI to test the DNA of alleged First 
Splooey on Monica Lewinsky’s dress 
(obviously, Monica didn’t inhale). 


Nov. 13, 1998: Fifty or so Muslims handed 
out fliers about Islam to moviegoers out- 
side the Edwards 21 Megaplex in Irvine 
on Nov. 6 to criticize the new Denzel 
Washington vehicle The Siege. ... “I 
don't want to stop anybody from watching 
the film,” 23-year-old Ahmad Alan Abdo 
of Huntington Beach reportedly said. “But 
we're here to show that Muslims are your 
neighbors, friends and co-workers—not 
the perverted terrorists of Hollywood.” 
No, those would be the agents. 


Aug. 20, 1999: Anyone get a load of the 
bust of Richard Nixon unveiled Aug. 14 at 
the Richard Nixon Library, Birthplace and 
Historical Massage Center? One word: 
Man, that's fucking scary! 


Nov. 26, 1999: The entire Clockwork staff 
was ready to wait in a line circling the 
block after we received a press release 
touting a tour called “I’m On a Mission to 
Win a Hummer.” Unfortunately, the prize 
being offered in the video-game promo- 
tion is one of those wide, all-terrain 
vehicles that attract the likes of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. Damn! 


March 24, 2000: The legislation, spon- 
sored by Golden State Mobilehomes 
Association, would tack a year onto the 
sentence of anyone convicted of selling 
minors heroin, coke, crack, LSD or PCP 

at trailer parks, including playgrounds, 
youth centers, clubhouses and video 
arcades. Heroin? Coke? Crack? LSD? 
PCP? Playgrounds? Youth centers? Club- 
houses? Video arcades? Damn, no wonder 
Grandma Clockwork won't return our calls. 


July 7, 2000: The state Commission on 
Judicial Performance admonished Orange 
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would otherwise go unscathed. And that, 
to them, was fun. Going to staff meet- 
ings was not a chore; it was a joy. It was a 
time to shine, to show off, to have fun and 
know you were with the smartest people 
in the county, and they were going to goof 
off and laugh. We’d make fun of anybody, 
including Will... 

Once, Will was out and missed a meet- 
ing, and Lowery came in with a tape 
recording, and he said, “This is Will 
Swaim; I’ve got him on tape.” It was like 
five minutes of Will saying things like 
“Comrades! Marxism! Post-modernism!” 
It was hysterical. 

Anna Barr, intern and calendar editor, 1996- 
2001: I always thought he tried to be a 
good mentor, but he also had an interest 
in Marx and communist things and would 
call us “comrades” all the time, and some 
of us would roll our eyes. Sometimes, it 
made it into our writing. I wrote some- 
thing about Old World [Village]. In the 
final proof, I saw some random thing 
about Marx interjected in there, so I got 
Patty [Marsters] to take it out. 

Lowery: Later on, Will says to me, “We 
should videotape our story meetings, and 
then put them on the Internet because 
they’re so fast and funny.” I said it was the 
stupidest thing I’d ever heard. “Why don’t 
you just hand the Register our story bud- 
get, and no one else wants to hear us talk- 
ing.” Then, three years later, TMZ comes 
out and does the same thing. When I saw 
that, I thought, “Oh, I cost Will about $8 
billion.” Sorry. 


Though the core of the news staff stayed 
fairly constant through the first five 
years, there were always new faces in 
the newsroom. 


Lowery: Will had this thing—he’d just 
bring people in off the street, like strays 
or something. Someone would write a 
letter disagreeing with this or that, and 
Will said, “Well, why don’t you come in 
and write for us?” So there’d be days you’d 
come into the office, and there was this 
stranger in there, and you’re like, “Is that 
someone’s boyfriend or girlfriend?” Most 
didn’t stay that long. I think they figured 
it was sex, drugs, and rock & roll, when 
really it was a lot of work. 

Patrice Wirth Marsters, intern, calendar 
assistant and associate editor, 1995-pres- 
ent: They were fact-checking interns if 1 
hired them. They were “Willterns” ifhe 
did, and you were just stuck with them. 
Sometimes it would go good, sometimes it 
would go bad. We had one guy who would 
be fine for a little while, but then he’d 

be nervous and on edge when talking to 
people. We were afraid he’d just explode. I 
think he was homeless and living in a shel- 
ter, but he somehow had access to archives 
of newspapers, his own collection. We don’t 
know where he kept them, a storage unit or 
something. But he had a briefcase with him, 
and he’d pull this clipping of something 


from five years ago and you'd think, “Where 
does he pull this out from?” He was intense. 
It'd be scary talking to him sometimes. 


In the first five years, the Weekly was pre- 
dominately a white newsroom, something 
Lowery remembers Commie Girl alluding 
to several times in her columns. 


Swaim: We were at a very clear disadvan- 
tage [in terms of ethnic voices]. And the 
thing about writers is like riding on a train. 
The view you get is through their window. 
We tried to make sure we were as diverse 
as we could be, but the fact is, I was look- 
ing for people who were utterly skeptical 
of government and corporate power. In 
the beginning, with a small budget, I hired 
the best people, and we were trying to be 
skeptical of powerful people who ran the 
county. At the time, that seemed to be the 
big, big battle, but we also tried to report 
on any marginalized groups and be skepti- 
cal of the groups themselves. 

Daniel C. Tsang, contributor, 1996-2003: I 
think at the time [1996], I was the only 
reporter who was a person of color. At 
first, they wanted me to write a horoscope 
column—because I was Asian, I guess. 
And I thought that that was crazy. And 
then they wanted me to write a gay-night- 
life kind of column, and I wasn’t inter- 
ested. I am a gay, Asian-American activist 
and wasn’t interested in fluff. But finally, 
they let me pick my own topics, like my 
column, Civil Unliberties, which covered 
civil-rights violations in the county. 


One person of color who made an enormous 
impact in his short time was Vu Nguyen. 

In 1999, during heated protests in West- 
minster over a shop owner’s announcement 
that he was going to hang a portrait of Ho 
Chi Minh, Nguyen wrote one of the most 
powerful essays in Weekly history. 


Vu Nguyen, intern and contributor, 1999- 
2001 [from his article]: To many Americans, 
images of Ho and the flag of Vietnam evoke 
bitter memories. To many others—like those 
who called KROQ’s Kevin & Bean Show the 
following morning—Vietnamese outrage 

is incomprehensible. But I look at Tran’s 
shrine to Ho and see my father taking his 


wife, his brother and me—his 2-month-old 
son—in a military Jeep through sniper fire 
and past the bodies of unlucky friends and 
relatives to get to Tan Son Nhut Airport in 
April 1975. I see my mother carrying me 
over barbed-wire fences while being shot 
at by communist troops as her husband 
prepares to take off in a stolen cargo plane, 
cramming in as many people as possible, to 
escape certain execution. I see Thai pirates 
dangling my 2-year-old cousin Anh Tho 

by her ankles over shark-infested waters, 
her body used as collateral to loot the tiny 
boat of half-starved refugees in 1978. I see 
my dad taking a job in Arlington, Texas, 
killing rats beneath people’s homes just to 
make ends meet. I see my family driving to 
Orange County in 1979 because the eternal 
summers remind my mom of home. I see 
the look of distress on my dad’s face as his 
father lay dying in Vietnam in 1997 because 
he couldn’t go home to say goodbye for fear 
of being jailed—or worse—by the Vietnam- 
ese government. 

Schou: That was an amazing, strong piece. 
It’s a staple of Asian-American studies 
classes in colleges. 


Perhaps no position during the Weekly’s 
tenure has had as much turnover as music 
editors: eight, so far. 


Swaim: I think I’d have a problem with 
me as music editor if I were the editor. 
Someone said being music editor was 
like being the exploding drummer for 
Spinal Tap. I think it was because I hated 
really genealogical music stories, if-this- 
band-had-sex-with-this-band-they’d- 
sound-like-this-band sort of thing. I really 
wanted people to tell us why this music is 
important, just like all the arts coverage, 
galleries, theater. What is important about 
this right here, right now? In this place. 
What does it say about Orange County? 
Kane: After Jim left, [music writer] Jen- 
nifer Vineyard and myself both wanted it, 
but Will passed us over for Buddy Seigal, 
saying it was because he was in a band. 
But Buddy didn’t last too long. Will always 
had a lot of editorial schizophrenia, like 
around Long Beach stories in the paper. 
He’d get annoyed about that, but then two 
hours later, he’d see something and be 
like, “Hey, that’s on Long Beach; we gotta 
cover it.” And that kind of pissed off a lot 
of people. I know that’s why Buddy left. 
So then I got it. I think I definitely took 
amore active approach. If you’re going to 
be a music editor at an alt-weekly, you have 
to be proactive and not sit at your desk and 
wait for people to send tapes. You have to 
be out there and see live music because 
that’s where it happens. And you need to be 
honest with your opinion and write about 
things no one else was writing about— 
that’s what alternative is. And you see some 
really good music at times and, sure, make 
some enemies at others. Someone threat- 
ened to come after me with a 2-by-4 once. 


Kane channeled his writings into a column, 
Lowball Ass Chatter, dubbed after what a 
reader said Kane’s writings were. 
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County Superior 
Court judges 
Susanne Shaw 
and Gary P. 
Ryan. Shaw 
was dinged for singing in her courtroom, 
discussing punishment with prosecutors 
without defense attorneys present, let- 
ting a defendant know what they do with 
“skinny little white boys” in jail and other 
inappropriate behavior. Ryan was arrested 
after an accident in Newport Beach in 
which his blood-alcohol level was more 
than twice the legal limit. The same judicial 
panel received reports of Ryan snoozing 
on the bench in ‘97 and ‘99. Something 
stinks in OC, and it's not La Palma. 


A CLOCKWORK 


BY MATT COKER 


» FROM PAGE 36 


July 21, 2000: The ocean-view digs of 
the most famous 6-foot-8, 220-pound, 
multicolor-noggined African-American in 
Newport Beach will be the setting for live 
webcasts. Ex-NBA bad boy Dennis Rod- 
man’s infamous parties are scheduled 

to go online in about two months. The 
address? RomanTV.com. Clockwork is 
lobbying for the Worm to call this must- 
see web TV Big, Big Brother. 


Dec. 22, 2000: Another status-quo 
mouthpiece, the Wall Street Journal, just 
put out one of those cute little “what's 

in, what's out” lists that says Babs Bush 
is in, Babs Streisand is out, the Gipper 

is in, Tipper is out, denim jackets are 

in, stained dresses are out, blah-blah- 
blah. Here are some the Journal missed: 
Election rigging is in, popularly elected 
presidents are out, death warrants are in, 
peace missions are out, sublimidableness 
is in, sanity is out.... Hey, this /s fun! 


Sept. 28, 2001: Against an Old Glory 
backdrop, the La-Z-Boy Furniture Galler- 
ies ad proclaims, “The Spirit of America 
Lives!” Victims [of 9/11] are mourned. 
Terrorists are scorned. “We revel in 

our relaxed casual way of life,” the ad 
states. “We don't demand that others 
think or feel as we do. We truly believe in 
individuality, freedom of thought, speech 
and ingenuity. The creative spirit led two 
cousins in 1927 in a Monroe, Michigan, 
garage to design a chair that reclined. 
Their belief in America and their idea 
spawned the world’s largest and best- 
known furniture company, La-Z-Boy.” 
Yep, from jetliners falling from the sky to 
lardasses falling into recliners. God fuck- 
ing bless America! 


Oct. 26, 2001: Lest anyone think Clock- 
work has been knocked from our perch 
alongside the nation’s media elite 
because—as of press time, despite 
repeated trips to our mailbox and desper- 
ate calls to the Postmaster General—we 
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Linda Jemison, former owner, Linda’s Doll Hut: 
I think it was good timing. We had bands and 
more venues opening like a surge, a wave, 
and the Weekly helped it crest right over the 
top. If the Weekly hadn’t come along, it might 
not have been quite the scene it became. 


Two of the regular annual features that 
began in the early years were the annual 
Sex Issue, themed around Valentine’s Day, 
and Orange County’s Scariest People, 
around Halloween. 


Moxley: Within a year of [Scariest People], I sai bee 


had conservative Republicans asking me to 
be on it so I could bash them because it was 
such a hit in all circles. To this day, Susan 
Kang Schroeder in the DA’s office con- 
stantly begs me to be on the list. Because 
she can point to it and say, “See, these crazy 
people hate me; that means I’m great!” 
Heather Swaim: We developed a formula 
over time for the cover. Something big and 
bold in the forefront and the background as 
simple as possible. So we’d choose photos 
or illustrations that were bold and creative. 
But, of course, anything that was sexy and 
provocative always got picked up the most. 
Will Swaim: For one sex issue, Heather took 
a picture of [fellow Weekling] Rudi King. 
He had a ball gag and a blindfold, and his 
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had not yet 
received our 
anthrax letter, 
rest assured 
we were 
sent something even more maleficent. 
The bold “TNT” stamp on the front of 
the bulky envelope subtly hinted at the 
destructive power of the contents: a 
press kit for the new Whoopi Goldberg 
movie Call Me Claus. 
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May 10, 2002: Twenty Disneyland patrons 
complain their throats hurt, but no one is 
hospitalized. A Mouse House spokesman 
says a guest standing in line may have acci- 
dentally released mace or pepper spray. The 
attraction? Honey, | Maced the Audience. 


Dec. 13, 2002: Like something out of 
Raising Arizona, a husband and wife are 
arrested on suspicion of bank robbery after 
leading police on a high-speed chase— 
with their 7-month-old daughter along for 
the ride. After a Wells Fargo branch in 

Brea is held up, police chase a car through 
Fullerton, Placentia and Brea, at speeds 
reaching 95 mph... . [The parents] are held 
without bail, and their daughter is unhurt— 
although, more than likely, quite wet. 


Jan. 17, 2003: There have been recent 
peace marches on tourist-happy Disney- 
land and upper-crusty Fashion Island. Next 
up on Jan. 18 is the Richard Nixon Library, 
Birthplace and Carpet Bombitorium. If Dick 
weren't burning in hell, he might join in. 


Oct. 10, 2003: With the massive baby 
boomer generation entering their golden 
years and today's coffin-dodgers more active 
than ever, Knott's Berry Farm is eliminating 
senior-citizen discounts. These days, you'll 
find grandma actually riding Montezuma’s 
Revenge—and not just suffering from it. 


Dec. 19, 2003: We watch FOX News 
with the mute button on at Hacienda de 
Clockwork, so we couldn't tell during the 
Dec. 14 morning newscast whether we'd 
just captured Saddam Hussein or a really 
filthy Santa Claus in Anaheim. Whoever 
the guy in the long beard was, why the 
hell was someone sticking a finger in his 
mouth? Do you know where that mouth’s 
been? Do you kiss your mother with that 
finger? Can you guess how much bac- 
teria festers in the saliva of mass-mur- 
dering, titty-twisting, rape-room-romping 
Iraqi dictators? Jeez, and they wonder 
how epidemics spread these days. 
MCOKER@OCWEEKLY.COM 


Matt Coker wrote A Clockwork Orange 
from 1996 to 2003. His hilarity still appears 
daily on our news blog, Navel Gazing, 
which not nearly enough of you paper- 
edition readers check out, damn it! 
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shirt was off. Somehow, Michael Sigman 
wasn’t available to review that cover, and 
when it came out, it was the only time he 
expressed real disgust. In retrospect, it 
seems fairly tame. The guy’s ass wasn’t in 
chaps. It wasn’t Piss Christ. But that one got 
us thrown out of some stores. He just said, 
“Nothing you can do about it now, but dear 
God, always run covers by me.” 

Rudi King, production manager, 1998-2003: 
We caught a lot of criticism over that 
cover. We had so many offended people 
and distribution locations. Some business 
owners trashed the whole stack of papers, 
and others just flipped the stack over so 
they wouldn’t have to look at the disturb- 
ing male sex slave on the cover. Too funny. 
Heather Swaim: We were always looking 
for the boldest, most creative image. Like 
colorizing an old photo of Ho Chi Minh 
that actually made this [divisive figure] look 
almost beautiful. It was a lot of fun coming 
up with the cover images and making them 
work with the text. Being married [to Will], 
sometimes we'd bring work home, and 
we'd argue over an image. But he always 
realized in the end that I was right. 


The visual boldness wasn’t limited to 
the covers. 


Jack Gould, photographer, 1998-present: 
There was this viewing of this dead guy, 


Harold Ezell, the former No. 2 guy at the 
INS under Reagan, and he was known 

for saying really off-the-wall things. Like, 
instead of deporting people, we should 
deep-fry them. Just reprehensible, so I fig- 
ured he was fair game. It’s a big event, peo- 
ple standing in lines. ’m wearing shorts 
and flip-flops. I had a couple of cameras 
with me, and I wasn’t able to set up a shot, 
so I waited until it was my turn. I pulled 
the camera out of my pocket, snapped the 
shot and hightailed it out of there. 

Thad the perfect escape plan. I was 
with Commie Girl, and she had her son 
with her. I told her to be in the car with 
the engine running, and while I’m high- 
tailing out, I’m followed by several family 
members. But instead of being in the car, 
Rebecca was on the grass with her kid. I 
threw the cameras in the trunk and got in 
the car, but they reached in the window 
and grabbed the keys out of the ignition. 
They opened the trunk, grabbed the cam- 
era and exposed the film, and then left. 
Rebecca was really apologetic; she thought 
she’d blown the whole assignment. But I 
had two cameras and stashed the one with 
the shot really well, and they didn’t find it. 
Will loved that shot, ran it several times. 
Lowery: I remember that. Man, [Jack] had 
balls of steel. 


And then there were the illustrators. 
Comics have always been a staple of the 
Weekly—Lloyd Dangle’s “Troubletown,” 
Tom Tomorrow’s “This Modern World,” 
Ruben Bolling’s “Tom the Dancing Bug” 


and Max Cannon’s “Red Meat” were some 
of the longest running strips. Mark Dancey 
drew some of the most memorable covers 
in Weekly history, particularly his Disney- 
related covers, which featured the beloved 
Mickey depicted as everything from a 
homeless bum warming his hands over an 
oil-drum fire to a morbidly obese patron for 
a cover story in which John B. Good, Ful- 
lerton bartender, dressed in a fat suit and 
wandered around the park. 

Bob Aul, who also drew a cover of 
Mickey as a caveman after an image of him 
was mysteriously “found” in a 14th-century 
Austrian fresco, created most of the images 
for one of the Weekly’s most enduring regu- 
lar features, Hey, You! 


Bob Aul, contributor, 1997-current: Will 
pretty much dictated the image he 
wanted, and I drew it out, but there were 
some difficult ones. One of my favorites 
was this guy sitting in his car in a parking 
structure with the window partway down, 
and the guy standing between him and the 
car on the left lets go a large and smelly 
fart, totally unaware that the first guy is 
trapped there with his window open. 


But it was the hard news that kept up the 
Weekly’s reputation in OC political circles 
as something to fear and admire. On Jan. 24, 
1997, Anthony Pignataro began the column 
EI Toro Airport Watch, which covered the 
proposed El Toro Airport. It went for 164 
issues, not to mention several cover stories 
and news features. The airport idea was 


ultimately abandoned in 2002 in favor of 
the Great Park after Measure W passed. 


Pignataro: I’d love to say, “Yes [the Week- 
ly’s coverage] killed the airport,” but 
that thing collapsed because of chang- 
ing demographics. The county wanted 
to build a giant airport in a place where 
they were also allowing giant neigh- 
borhoods full of upper-middle-class 
people who didn’t want to live around 
an airport. I think what we did was con- 
vey a sense to residents and the other 
newspapers that this was something that 
required additional scrutiny. We cer- 
tainly contributed to that. 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 45 
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Congrats on 20 years, OCWeekby! 


Here are 20 dogs ready for their ‘fur-ever’ homes! 
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Part the First: The Invasion 
»» FROM PAGE 42 


In 1999, Pignataro and Dave Wielenga 
began focusing on Huntington Beach 
Mayor Dave Garofalo. The two wrote more 
than 30 articles; three years later, Garofalo 
pleaded guilty to one felony and 15 misde- 
meanor counts of political corruption. 


Stick Your ead bn an Gres: | The rise and fall of date Bricks, 
Or Big-Ass Mesic-Week Gide! (26) | —Grange’s reckabilly barber [14] 


Ps 


A HOLIDAY GUIDE TO 
MAYORAL MISCHIEF IN 
HUNTINGTON BEACH! 


UNGLE 
SHAM 


Wielenga: The story originally was about 
a Wal-Mart being put up in Huntington 
Beach funded by [mega-developer] George 
Argyros. Garofalo was a bit player. But the 
more we looked into it, the more stuff we 
found out. He was being cultivated for 
higher office, and we messed it all up. So 
we reported on all this stuff, but no one 
was doing anything about it. And he was 
part of the machine, so who do you go to? 
The DA? The Huntington Beach police? 
So, finally, I called the FBI and told them 
that I’d talked to members of the grand 
jury who told me that the chief of the jury 
never let [revealing information] be heard. 
So then the FBI got on Garofalo and even- 
tually got him. I don’t know if journalists 
are supposed to do that or not, but I did. 


Pignataro was fresh out of college, while 
Wielenga had worked for years as a sports 
writer for the Long Beach Press-Telegram. 


Wielenga: One of the great things Will did is 
that he put together a staff that was varied 
in interests, but everybody got along. So 
here I was, a guy with a ton of experience, 
and then a guy like Anthony, who didn’t 
have much experience, but what he did 
have was solid news sense. He throws us 
together, and we worked together really 
well. And when we got in a jam, we’d go 
knock on Scott’s door. This is an ego-driven 
profession, but people respected one anoth- 
er’s work, and no one felt they were being 
taken advantage of when they gave help. 


Wielenga was a beloved presence in the 
newsroom, for having both investigative 
chops and a wicked sense of humor. 


Wielenga: My first story, I pointed out 
to developers the landmarks of Orange 


County that they had overlooked and 
needed to knock down and rebuild. For 
example, I pointed out Mission San Juan 
Capistrano would make a really great 
Crate and Barrel. It was pointedly ridicu- 
lous, but we got letters from people who 
took it at face value and said, “Do you 
realize what you’re advocating here?” It 
was my first taste of Weekly journalism— 
where you could be that over the top and 
make a deeper point, kind of brutally, and 
some people would buy it. 


Conservatives despised the Weekly so 
much that a group of activists tried to punk 
the paper. It was provoked by a 1996 story 
by Coker, “Dear Congressman: An OC 
Weekly Sting,” in which he used the pseud- 
onym Matt Stanfil to infiltrate a South 
County Republican campaign. The local 
GOP never forgot that article, which led to 
the following lame effort: 


Coker: It was a GOP direct-mail guy named 
Jim Bieber and his wife, who was chief of 
staff for county Supervisor Chuck Smith. 
She posed as this feminist nut named Julie 
Mandrake, whose meeting we listed in our 
calendar for years. [Contributing writer] 
Victor [Infante] has this reader poetry 
contest event at a Laguna bookstore, and 
Julie called in during it to complain she 
was not a finalist. Anyway, the couple, 
claiming they were tired of us calling 
about what Julie was up to—actually it 
was our interns fact-checking her calen- 
dar listing—“killed” her off, said she died 
in Arizona. Her “friends” invited Will and 
I to her funeral. We did not go. That night, 
they left a yellow stickie note on my front 
door with a target on it, saying they got 
my address from voter records. Will said 
I gotta write up her obit in Clockwork. I 
said no, this chick and her friends creeped 
me out. Will insisted. I wrote it up. 

The Orange County Business Jour- 
nal then published a story based on the 
Biebers calling to say they punked us and 
pointing out I had posed as a Republican 
years before. 
Schou: For some reason I thought Regis- 
ter and Times and OC Press Club people 
like Jean Pasco had something to do 
with this plot, but all I know for sure 
is they would always use that story to 
pretend to be smarter, holier and cooler 
than OC Weekly. 


Along with targeting public officials— 
Pignataro first received acclaim for an 
exposé on the unethical ways of Ber- 
nard Rappaport, head of the county’s 
Children and Youth Services (CYS)— 
the Weekly constantly battled for the 
marginalized and under-represented. 
Schou’s pieces got two young men, 
Arthur Carmona (whom Weekly con- 
tributor Bob Emmers and the Los Ange- 
les Times’ Dana Parsons first reported 
on) and Joshua “Big J-Mo” Moore, 
sprung from prison after being wrong- 
fully convicted in separate cases. 


Ronnie Carmona Sandoval, mother of 
Arthur Carmona: I would like people to 


SAM AT OZOMATLI'S 


UNCLE WHAT HAVE WE DONE 
ONLINE (16) REVOLUTION (30) 


TO THE PACIFIC? (10) UB AL 110) 


WEEKLY 


THE KID IS 


INNOCENT 


know how much I appreciate what the OC 
Weekly did for me. I would not have had 
my son back had they not put in the dedi- 
cation. They had the courage and the balls 
to put the story out there, the truth. 
Swaim: Nick got people out of jail. When 
people ask what were the most meaning- 
ful stories? Getting kids out of jail. That is 
what Nick did. 

Schoenkopf: All of our reporters were 
good. We got people put in jail, and we 
got people broken out of jail. So people 
could roll their eyes and say, “Oh, that’s 
just the paper for snotty kids.” Yeah? We 
put people in jail, so go fuck yourself. I 
took a lot of pride in working with those 
guys. To say these were my colleagues? 
That was fantastic. 


Speaking of Schou: In the spring of 1998, he 
and photographer Johan Vogel took a road 
trip some 2,300 miles south to Chiapas, 
Mexico, in hopes of finding Zapatista leader 
Subcomandante Marcos. They made it as 
far as a roadblock, but Schou did write a 
10,000-word cover story. At the time, it was 
the longest in Weekly history. (This one is 
four times as long.) 


Schou: We drove from Juarez to Chiapas 
and toured some of the rebel communi- 
ties there, and to reach them, you had to 
drive through all these army checkpoints 


and, in one case, literally through an army 
base. The military and some right-wing 
vigilante types were raiding these places, 
and a lot of foreigners were being beaten 
up, arrested and deported without their 
cars. Needless to say, we never met Mar- 
cos, but it was the best story I ever wrote, 
and Johan’s photos are timeless—they 
show a Mexico full of hope and promise, 
but also tremendous injustice and repres- 
sion. Same as now, same as ever. 

Swaim: Then we had people like Cornel 
Bonca, a literature professor at Cal State 
Fullerton, and he would write these 
sprawling, thoughtful, beautiful pieces 
about Orange County. And that was 
always the goal. What is Orange County? 
To give us a sense of place because the 
big anxiety all the time is what if you 
live in a place that has no sense of place? 
And it’s really easy to forget we live in 

a special place if you drive to your job 

at the Irvine Spectrum, and then drive 
home and click the garage door and 
watch Netflix. 

Victor Infante, contributor, 1996-current: 
My wife and I actually got married in the 
newsroom in 2000. We were going to 
elope and needed a witness, and we went 
in to see if anyone was around. Turns 

out Dave Wielenga had his minister’s 
license from the Universal Life Church, 
so Dave pulled a beautiful ceremony out 
of nowhere. Our bridal march was George 
Clinton’s “Give Up the Funk” because that 
was on Matt’s CD player. It was just this 
bizarre thing that just happened. 
Wielenga: It ended up being pretty poignant. 
Patty figured out some way to decorate the 
office on the fly. That was one of the high 
points for me. 


By the time the Weekly celebrated its fifth 
anniversary, in September 2000, Leon- 
ard Stern, who had sold all his papers to 
venture capitalists earlier that year, was 
gone. A new company, Village Voice Media, 
headed by Schneiderman, now owned OC 
Weekly. But while editorial was about to 
embark on its strongest five-year period, 
changes in corporate philosophies would 
soon begin that would signal hints of a far 
greater storm to come.... 
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Tales of 
Creators and 
Instigators 


OUR FIRST STAR COLUMNIST REMINISCES ON COVERING 
CONSEQUENCE AND FRIVOLITY 


BY ROSE APODACA 
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osing a naked woman and man on 
p the front cover with their guitars 
standing in for fig leaves. 

Calling out the local billion-dollar board- 
sports industry for impudently promoting 
ribbed undershirts as “wife beaters.” 

Censuring the scrupulosity of those behind 
the San Joaquin Transportation Corridor. 

Telling tales of the drag queens, pro 
skaters, street-style designers, perfor- 
mance artists, poets, punks, coffeehouse 
owners, and other creators and instigators 
committed to making a scene in Orange 
County, circa 1995-’97. 

Much as I'd love to conjure up more 
from my contributions during those 
inaugural years at the OC Weekly, its 
online archives don’t reach back so far, 
and delving into the dusty crannies of 
my memory or storage unit for back 
issues is not an option as I write this on 
deadline. Time is also deafeningly ticking 
on the tedious, final steps of a 400-page 
beauty book with a fellow OC misfit who 
shares my penchant for red lipstick, Dita 
Von Teese. To wit, she was realizing 
herself then into the icon she is now, 
already serving as muse, in this case to 
the founders of Dita Eyewear, a venture I 
was the first to report on in my last-page 
column, La Vie en Rose. 

A soapbox to report on social and 
political issues, style trends and business 
developments, as well as a de facto social 
page for the freaks and geeks of OC, La 
Vie en Rose was just that, life how I saw 
it. For a 27-year-old with indomitable will, 
an insatiable curiosity, little need for sleep 
and a commitment to journalistic prin- 
ciples, I strove to cover issues of conse- 
quence and frivolity with equal standards. 
During these pre-blog, pre-digital-camera 
years, I showed readers inside hard-to- 
reach corners of OC through the snap- 
shots that I rushed to process and scan 
before the Tuesday deadline. 

Mind you, these were naive days, 
before the threat of rising paper costs 
and the Internet gobbling up media 
viability. So when the owner of the Vil- 
lage Voice announced the launch of a 
sister publication in Suburbia, USA, 20 
years ago, I was among the first to join 
the insurrection. It was a risky proposi- 


tion. I’d be pulling the plug on my three 
widely read weekly style and culture col- 
umns for the Los Angeles Times. This had 
been home for five years, when I secured 
the grown-up gig of covering city news 
despite three semesters remaining in 

my journalism studies at Cal State Long 
Beach. I filed upward of four stories 
some days for the city and business sec- 
tions and, finally, for this nightlife-loving, 
fashion-mad Lois Lane in thigh-high, 
flat-heeled patent boots, those prized 
weekly columns. Had I lost it by decamp- 
ing to an experiment in readership and 
geography for the gambling publisher of 
an alternative weekly? 

Already signed on was fellow Times 
writer Jim Washburn, he of the bone-dry 
wit and mind-blowing music knowledge. 
Playing pied piper with Jim was our fear- 
less new leader, Will Swaim. With his 1950s 
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boyishness, preppy wardrobe (including 
turned-up polo collar), he resembled the 
very Stepford population we'd be scruti- 
nizing. He was going to prod and disrupt 
status-quo thinking in the beige bedroom 
communities surrounding our beige, indus- 
trial, tract-office space? He was going to lead 
the revolt? 

Will proved to be the most subversive 
of founding editors the Weekly could 
have had during its first decade. Despite 
his anodyne exterior, he led by example 
with rapid-fire, thoughtful intelligence; 
championing while always scrutiniz- 
ing; embracing but willing to alienate 
in the interest of discourse. Whether I 
agreed with all his libertarian leanings 
or not, I respected his work ethic and 
his ethical integrity. He set the criterion 
in that newsroom, and by all accounts, it 
thrives on today. 

Like them and the other assiduous, 
affable characters that dedicated exhaus- 
tive hours to ensure a solid foundation 
for this publication, I knew there was 
more to our county than the easy tar- 
gets to snicker about. We aimed each 
week to hold up a mirror and challenge 
everything we could about this swath of 
Southern California utopia. The pace was 
relentless, the camaraderie tight and the 
pizza usually cold. I loved it. 

I left the Weekly and the county I’'d 
called home since age 9 and returned to 
Los Angeles when the late-’90s dotcom 
bubble beckoned. I don’t recall ever 
swinging by again for a reunion visit. But 
as with any wildly beautiful relationship, 
this one resonated. A graphic designer 
there, Leslie Nash, would a decade later 
introduce me to my partner in marriage 
and business. When time and opportunity 
has allowed, I revive my signature column 
in print or online or with hashtagged 
postings. And I learned that in matters of 
disrupting convention and complacency 
and keeping life’s conversation a mix of 
style and substance, wearing rose-colored 
glasses are always de rigeur. 


Rose Apodaca wrote La Vie en Rose from 
1995 to 1998 before moving on to the big 
time in LA. Her columns are missing from 
the Weekly’s online archives—sorry, Rose! 
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YEARS 
1995-2015 


OC Weekly 
By the Covers 


YOU PUBLISH A NEWSPAPER LONG 
ENOUGH, AND CERTAIN TRENDS 
EMERGE ON THE COVER, SOME 
MORE PREVALENT (HOT CHICKS) 
THAN OTHERS (FOUR COVERS ON 
LIT?!). THE FOLLOWING IS A COM- 
PLETELY UNSCIENTIFIC SURVEY 

OF SOME OF THE WEEKLY'S MORE 
POPULAR COVER IMAGES. 


etc 
i 


e George W. Bush: 5 

e Barack Obama: 2 

e No Doubt: 7 

© OC Weekly staffers: at least 22 

e Drug War: 35 

e Dirty cops: 20 

e Mike Carona: 6 

e Mexican men in sombreros: 3 

e Larry Agran: 4 

e Chris Cox: 4 

e Tacos: 6 

© Social Distortion: 3 

e Don Bren: 4 

e Disney: 17 

e Swastikas: 3 

e Hot Vietnamese chicks: 5 

e Anaheim Angels of Anaheim: 8 

e Anaheim Ducks: 2 

e Bob Dornan: 5 

© Dogs: 8 

¢ The Offspring: 3 

e¢ Women's legs—only their legs 
(okay, sometimes their asses): 12 

e Dana Rohrabacher: 5 

e Richard Nixon: 4 

e Lit: 4 

¢ Middle fingers: 2 

e Rage Against the Machine: 3 

e Tony Rackauckas: 4 

e Ronald Reagan: 4 

e Santa Ana River: 2 

e Jesus: 6 

e The Devil: 4 

e Syringes: 4 

e Women sexualized in one way or 
another: 120-plus 
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The Conquest, 
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IN WHICH THE OC WEEKLY ESTABLISHES ITSELF AS THE PAPER OF RECORD IN THE 
COUNTY, TELLS MORE STORIES, GETS FOOLS TOSSED IN JAIL, EXPOSES CORRUPTION, 
DISCOVERS A MEXICAN, RAISES EVEN MORE HELL AND STILL PRINTS FUCK 
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The Weekly began its second five years 

in September 2000 with a new ownership 
group. In two months, a new president is 
elected—kind of. In one year, two build- 
ings fall in New York, and the build-up to 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq would follow, 
and then the bombs rain. But through the 
national and international turmoil, the 
Weekly keeps chugging, reflecting on big 
issues while still focusing on local ones. 


Michael Sigman: Leonard [Stern] was a 
business genius. He sold the paper at the 
absolute top of the market, right before 
the dot-com crash, for a tremendous 
amount of money. And the people who 
bought it were heavily leveraged, and 

it was making a lot of money, but they 
bought it based on it making more money. 
LA Weekly and OC Weekly still made a 
tremendous amount of money for the 
next two years, but it wasn’t enough. So 
they made a lot of changes throughout the 
company. Pretty much got rid of everyone. 
[Sigman left the company in 2002.] 

Shelle Murach, PR/special events coordi- 
nator, 1998-2003: Under Stern, we were 
owned by that family, and they were 
fantastic and very supportive. The paper 
was growing, there was a lot of sup- 

port in Orange County, and we really 
expanded into a lot of things we wanted 
to do. Then we were sold to Village Voice 
Media, and it was just different. Things 
were becoming more corporate, and 
there were a lot of impacts because of 
what the economy was going through. 
After 9/11, we saw a huge decline 

in advertising, so there were a lot of 
changes as far as the whole industry. 


In April 2000, a writer who would later 
make an impact on the county appeared. 


Gustavo Arellano, staff writer, managing 
editor and editor in chief, 2000-present: I’d 
first seen a copy in a trash can in 2000. 

I was working on a political campaign, 
stuffing envelopes or something, and I 
went to throw something away, and there 


OC Weekly was. The story was “Five Lati- 
nos We Really Like,” their April Fools’ 
issue. I thought, “What the fuck is this 
paper? Who are these fuckers?” Then I 
read it, and I’m like, “Oh, man, these guys 
are ballsy.” 

I thought [the story] was hilarious. I 
knew people were going to be upset by it. 
So I wrote a fake letter of outrage saying I 
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was shocked, and they published my let- 
ter next to one from a professor who had 
written a serious outrage letter. I saw that 
and thought, “Ha-ha, OC Weekly. I pulled 
one over on you guys like you pulled one 
over on all these Mexicans out there.” 

And I started reading it all the time. 
Thad never heard of the paper before. 
The OC Weekly would not have been 


anywhere where I was growing up: Ana- 
heim, anywhere Mexican. They weren’t 
covering most minority shit at the time, 
just stories here and there. In general, it 
seemed a very Costa Mesa/Huntington 
Beach/Irvine-centric paper. They had a 
very set vision of what Orange County 
was like. You saw the staff box, and it was 
all white guys and white girls, so part of 
me was like, “You guys are cool, but you’re 
not really covering everything in Orange 
County. There’s a lot of shit going on in 
Orange County.” 

But I was an activist, and I emailed Will 
and asked him, “Hey, if I wanted you guys 
to do a story, what’s the process for that?” 
So for a while, I would just throw him 
random story ideas for them to do. And 
finally, one of the stories I pitched, about 
the Democratic Party using Pete Wilson 
to scare away Latino voters, he suggested 
I write. 


Arellano’s first byline was in November 
2000; he wrote regularly about food, music, 
culture and news until he was hired as a 
staff writer in 2003. 


Rich Kane: I remember the first Best Of we 
ever did, in 1996. There was pretty much 
zero writing on anything in Santa Ana or 
anything in the Latino community, so I 
took it upon myself to go there and look 
around for some things to write about. I 
wrote about a botdnica, I believe. I went 
to Little Saigon as well. But you can only 
parachute into these places once before it 
starts to look really lame. So Gustavo was 
really needed. I know as music editor, I 
appreciated having someone who could 
write about Latino music. 
Arellano: The first time I went into the 
office in Costa Mesa to finally meet Will, 
he introduced me to someone, and they 
told me, “Oh, when I saw your name in 
the paper, I thought our delivery drivers 
were now writing for us.” I was pissed 
and snapped back something like, “Us 
Mexicans can write, too, you know?” I 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 50 
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thought, “Man, where the fuck are these 
people coming off saying this to me?” 

Will Swaim: He had the attitude we were 
looking for, but he was also someone who 
was well-read, really thoughtful and self- 
aware. He knew who he was and where 
he was living. I kept him around, and he 
took a lot of editing at first, but he was one 
of those rare people who would come into 
my office and say, “What can I do bet- 
ter? What mistakes did I make, and how 
can I learn?” Who doesn’t love that? He 
was just voracious, and he’d do that with 
everybody. Hang around the office and 
ask anyone he could find about writing. 
He took advantage of the newsroom in the 
best sense of the word. 

Arellano: I just started hanging around 
the office—literally, I picked a desk to sit 
at, and it became mine. And I was doing 
everything: food, art, music, getting more 
and more into news. And Will, God bless 
him, would just rip apart my stories. He 
would be ruthless. I remember his best 
line, something like “I’d rather lick a 
dog’s butt than print this in my paper.” 
Not the exact words, but it was perfect. 
But I wasn’t offended because I wanted 
to be a good writer so much, and I knew 
Will was a genius, so I just wanted him to 
teach me how to be better. I had no expe- 
rience—no talent, really, other than my 
knowledge of the county, since I grew up 
here. I didn’t know how to write a fuck- 
ing article. But for whatever reason, Will 
saw something in me. 

Steve Lowery: Will is like this Pied Piper, 
and Gustavo was one of those people 
who just showed up in the office one day, 
except he never left. He was a nice kid, 
and we’d talk about The Simpsons and 
stuff, and he’d do this or that. But then, 
after you start talking to him, you realize 
he’s a smart kid. And Will had this great 
thing. He can take something and mold 
it, but with a light enough touch that they 
can then find their own voice, and Gus- 
tavo did that pretty quickly. 


While the Weekly was staking a claim as 
the place for sarcasm, satire and skewer- 
ing, as well as in-depth investigations 

and thorough coverage of arts, it was also 
demonstrating a commitment to long-form 
journalism, stories that weren’t particularly 
issue-oriented, but thoughtful reflections 
on everything from lifelong hatreds of the 
California/Anaheim Angels to a middle- 
class man’s time in prison to Kane writing 
about his time as an OC Register freelancer 
to Alison M. Rosen’s piece about her clos- 
eted appreciation of celebrity artist Thomas 
Kinkade, which ran in early 2001. 


Alison M. Rosen, staff writer, 1999-2002: I 
think, to this day, it is still one of my favor- 
ite things I have ever written. That came 
from just talking to Will. I don’t how the 
subject of Kinkade even came up. But I 
said I was kind of embarrassed that I liked 
some things about his work, and he said 
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I should write it. I felt weird, but he kept 
pushing me, and he was right. He was so 
good at seeing where there was a story. 
Swaim: That’s one I still remember. It has 
something to do with grieving for a friend 
who had recently died and how stumbling 
across one of his paintings helped her in 

a really hard time in her life. It was just a 
beautiful piece. There are some stories that 
stick with you. That’s one of them for me. 


The Weekly also established its reputation 
as a paper that took on hate groups, from 
Chicano anti-Semites to anti-immigrant 
groups to Turkish nationalists who denied 
the Armenian genocide to Holocaust deniers 
to gay-bashers to people such as the Rever- 
end Lou Sheldon and various white suprem- 
acists. It led to one of the paper’s most 
memorable covers, “Springboard for Hitler,” 
about a club that hosted white-power con- 
certs; the cover showed Hitler’s face Photo- 
shopped onto a body holding a bass. 
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Kane: I think maybe the Times or the 
Register may have done something small 
and insubstantial, and then I picked it 
up and went way deeper into detail. It 
was in Anaheim, the Shack. I know I did 
some research and discovered that the 
club had done a Nazi show there previ- 
ously, like around December 1999, and 
that added to the story. 


The end result of that story, which ran Sept. 
4, 2001, was that the club soon shut down. 
By the next week, though, the world had 
changed for a different reason. 


Patty Wirth Marsters: When 9/11 hap- 
pened, it was a Tuesday, and we had a 
cover planned of a photo of an old air- 
plane crash [accompanying a story by 
Anthony Pignataro on an environmental- 
impact report on the proposed airport at 
El Toro], and we knew we couldn’t run 
that. So we had to redo everything. 


The Weekly spent the next 12 hours 
scrambling for stories. Heather Swaim 
ran a photo of a choking Manhattan street 
beneath a thick cover of dust, courtesy of 
the Village Voice, on the front, and five 
staffers contributed local reaction stories. 
But the most prescient article was Jim 
Washburn’s Lost In OC column, which 
applied a critical lens to American foreign 
policy, overt and covert, and the American 
people’s obsession with trivial fluff and 
our myopic, self-centered view of the rest 
of the world. The subhead was “Vengeance 
isn’t justice.” 


Jim Washburn [from the article]: Why, at 
this tragic moment, would I even think of 
writing an article critical of our country? 
Because we are the only factor here we 
can change. We can’t kill all the terrorists 
or shield ourselves against them. Eternal 
vigilance is the price of freedom. As we’re 
finding this week, there’s little protection 
in the vigilance we direct outward toward 
perceived enemies, “rogue states,” or “ter- 
rorist nations.” Rather, if anything pro- 
tects us, it will be the vigilance we apply to 
our souls and the institutions that should 
be representing us. 

Lowery: After 9/11, in October, we had our 
annual Scariest issue. I wrote about the 
“Muslim Down the Street,” and my point 
was that people were panicked about this 
guy and looked at him oddly and all this, 
but it must have been my fault, right? 
Because a comic never blames his audi- 
ence. But we got so many letters from the 
people I was trying to comfort and appar- 
ently had hurt, and I felt awful, and I had 
to write this apology. It’s horrible when 


you have to write it’s a joke because then 
you feel like you’re one of these people 
who says, “I’m not a racist, but...” 
Washburn: I’d come back in early 2000. 
Will asked me to do the column again, 
and since I wouldn’t have to be involved 
in inter-office politics, I thought, “Great.” 
So I did [until 2005], until Will got bored 
with it. And there was cause to be bored. 
Doing a weekly column, you’ve actually 
got to have something to write about. So 
I certainly wrote some wasted words, 
but I also wrote some of my more pas- 
sionate stuff. I hated the war, hated Bush, 
and I wound up writing about that a lot. 
But Will wanted me to write about local 
stuff, and he was right. The Weekly is the 
local entity, but that would mean a) car- 
ing about local stuff more and b) knowing 
more about local stuff. And I was kind of 
lacking in both regards. So I don’t blame 
him for being disenchanted with me the 
second go-around. 


As the Weekly dove into local coverage of 
the war, it still had its sights very much 
trained on the local. One investigation that 
began in 2002 concerned former Irvine 
mayor Larry Agran. 


fae - 
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R. Scott Moxley: For the first four or five 
years of the paper, Larry was leading 
the charge against the airport, and we 
were showcasing him all the time as this 
great guy. But there was a point in 2002 
when I started hearing some things, so 
I turned my attention to Agran. It was 
tense between me and Will over that. He 
was clearly uncomfortable that someone 
who he had respected for so long was 
under the microscope, but the great thing 
was—and it says a lot about Will—he still 
let me move. He never said, “No, you can’t 
do this.” He questioned me, wanting to 
make sure I was right, which is what he 
should have done anyway. So I think that 
was a great moment in OC Weekly history, 
like Loretta [Sanchez] was five or six years 
earlier. He was willing to go after some- 
one even that he personally cherished. 
Swaim: I remember saying many times 
Thad a conflict of interest. I had worked 
for Larry, traveled with him all over the 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 52 
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country. He was a close friend. So I was 
skeptical, probably for unfortunate rea- 
sons of bias, which I admitted, but also 

I’d heard some of the stuff before, and I 
told Scott we had to make sure we have 
the evidence. This has to be a head shot; it 
has to be really dead-on serious. And Scott 
just destroyed him. 

I mean, you work with guys like Dave, 
Scott, Nick, Anthony, Gustavo—they’re like 
little aboriginal people in Latin America. 
When they aim their blowguns through 
the forest canopy, you know there’s going 
to be monkey meat in the dinner tonight. 
It was painful for me personally, but we 
would not have been this paper if we 
protected people. On the news side, we 
told the truth, and in retrospect, that was 
avery rare opportunity. To really write 
about what we thought was true and to 
write what was right. Of course, we had to 
be correct and accurate, like any paper. But 
to tell the truth? That’s rare in the news 
business. That’s not what it’s about always. 
Steve Greenhut, former Orange County 
Register editorial writer: A funny thing 
happened as we started to cover local 
issues: the Weekly and the Register edito- 
rial board were allied a lot of the time. 
Mike Carona. Abuses of eminent domain. 
WMDs in Iraq. Police abuse. Larry 
Agran was one. The perceived lefties at 
the Weekly and perceived righties at the 
Register both realized what he was all 
about. I think the Weekly always had a 
left-libertarian bent, and editorial writers 
at the Register, certainly myself, had an 
anti-establishment bent. And you had all 
these liberals and conservatives who were 
pro-establishment. So I think those who 
had an anti-establishment bent were fel- 
low travelers on many things. 

Chris Reed, former Register editorial writer: 
I thought the OC Weekly on many occa- 
sions had a happy malice, this informed 
venom, to its writing. Sure, the people 
being skewered didn’t like it, but it made 
for good reading. Orange County has 

an amazing pifata-filled landscape. It’s 
been a murderer’s row of nincompoops 
for many years. It’s astounding how so 
many different folks come up, and one 
goes away and another pops up. The 
kook-per-elected-official factor in OC is 
really high. Mike Carona running for re- 
election on this morbid campaign built 
around the death of Samantha Runnion. 
You have so many strange politicians 
who manage to get elected. [Former 
supervisors] Chris Norby, Jim Silva. It 
was astounding to watch these people 
and realize they’re running one of the 
biggest and richest counties in America, 
and there was such a klutzy quality to so 
many of them. I always got a kick out of 
how Scott went after Silva, who was so 
stupefied he couldn’t run a board meet- 
ing unless it was explained to him on 
cue cards in from of him. The guy could 
barely function with the adult task of 
running a meeting. 


On Feb. 27, 2003, the Weekly’s cover story 
was headlined “War College: 67 things 
you might want to know before the bombs 
drop,” an A-to-Z guide to the impending 
war in Iraq. Thirteen staffers, interns and 
contributors wrote the issue. 


Lowery: That might be our proudest 
moment. When everybody was jump- 

ing on that bandwagon, we did what a 
newspaper is supposed to do and took a 
breath. And in that article, we wrote about 
what going to war really meant—some 
people are really going to do that, anda 
lot of people are going to die and suffer. 
We wanted to make people think about 
what we were doing. So in that respect, 
we weren't doing alternative journal- 
ism; we were doing journalism. We were 
doing what journalists are supposed to 
do: to look at something from a different 
angle—the right angle, even. And it didn’t 
seem that other people were willing to do 
that. We weren’t being wild and contrary; 
we were doing what other people should 
have been doing. 


The struggle over honest reporting and not 
alienating advertisers is something that, 
like any newspaper, the Weekly dealt with. 
Only it was more extreme for a publication 
that rarely held back. 


Jeremy Zachary: Every Thursday morning, 
[the ad staff] would grab our coffees and 
read through the paper and make sure we 
didn’t have any issues that would create 
blowback from our advertisers. When 
Will ran the ship, he really kept it church 
and state. So we generally were never 
given a head’s up as far as what stories 
would be running. I remember a story 
that was critical of a band that played 
the House of Blues, and we almost lost 
their account, and they were advertis- 
ing a lot. So a lot of reps would get pissed 
and threaten to quit and this and that. 
Or they’d cry, and there’d be all kinds of 
drama: “I can’t believe they’d do that. I 
work so hard to get the accounts, and then 
editorial slams them. What the fuck?” 
So, yeah, that presented some chal- 

lenges. But it was still phenomenal and 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 54 


READERS’ POLL 


Oc Weekly 
Celebrates the 20th Annual 


BEST OF ORANGE COUNTY “Bytes 


READERS’ POLL NOMINATIONS & 2015 


Hae Your SOY! syn 


With over 100 chances to nominate, you will get to have Se pte Mm be ir x4 ge! 
your say on the best aspects of Orange County! 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOOD & DRINK SPORTS & RECREATION SHOPPING & SERVICES 


BEST LIVE BAND BEST LOOKING CROWD BEST BOOT CAMP BEST DOWNTOWN 
BEST CLUB DJ BEST DAY DRINKING BAR BEST DAY TRIP BEST TATTOO PARLOR 
BEST KARAOKE BESTBIKINIBAR BESTPLACETOPLAYPOOL © BEST COLLECTIVE 
BEST STRIP JOINT BEST PLACE T0 PICK UPA BEST GYM BEST BODY SHOP 
BEST LOCAL CELEB ONE-NIGHT STAND BEST ANGELS PLAYER BEST PLACE T0 GET 
BEST MUSIC VENUE BEST TACO TUESDAY BEST BEACH PIERCED 
BEST BARIN OC BEST SURF SHOP 


NOMINATIONS END AT MIDNIGHT AUGUST 27TH. 


READERSCHOICE.OCWEEKLY.COM 


| SGAlsISSV19 | NOILIGS AYVSYSAINNV HLOZ :‘NOILD3SS SUNLV3As 1VIlDAdS | SLNALNOD | 


GLOZ ‘€O YSEW3ALd3S-82 LSNONV 


BT wooxtva2M00 | 


20TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION | CONTENTS | 


| CLASSIFIEDS | SPECIAL FEATURE SECTION: 


AUGUST 28-SEPTEMBER 03, 2015 


By] ocweeK.v.com | 


Don’t Control lifelMa 
DOWNLOAD 


— 
C COMPA NY, | 


you CESICM TAME MIU)IE) NT: 


NG 
Bcc 
JOE TWIGGY 


Visit us online for more deals @ 


WWW.THESOFACO.COM/OCW 


ined - 
ho will 
e there... 


vhen patients 
eed answers? 


hen they're 


looking for comfort? 


-— 


Manage ‘our emotional Sona 


INTERIOR 


anage it. 


if 


HORIZON 


CUSTOM SOFAS | SLEEPERS | OTTOMANS | HEADBOARDS | SECTIONALS | RECLINERS 
Mon - Sun: 10AM - 8PM 1920 Newport Blvd, Costa Mesa | 949 .356.5180 


MEMBER OF 
AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF 
DESIGNERS lh i 


OPPORTUNITY AWAIT Sy 


4 


= 


ONCORDE 


APR E EaR 


1.888.497.2356 | concorde.edu 


12951 Euclid Street, Suite 101, Garden Grove, CA 92840 


Part the Second: The Conquest 
»» FROM PAGE 52 


fun. We loved the challenge as well. To 
be able to know that we had true, honest 
reporting going on in Orange County that 
no one else would touch. 


Perhaps the biggest sales hit stemming from 
a negative article occurred in June 2003. 


Lowery: This is probably everything you 
need to know about the Weekly: Donald 
Bren builds the Irvine Spectrum. He says 
this is what he’s most proud of, this is who 
he is. At the same time, it comes out he 
has two love children and hasn’t been sup- 
porting them. So Will says to me, “Go out 
to the Spectrum, walk around and see if 
anything comes to you.” So I walk around 
and happen to notice there are a lot of 
phallic-looking things out there. Obelisks, 
columns, all this kind of stuff. And I say, 
“There’s seems to be a lot of penis out 
there, man.” He says, “Write it.” So I write 
a piece called “Don Bren’s Phallus Com- 
plex,” but because the Spectrum was new, 
they were advertising everywhere, includ- 
ing the Weekly. They had a huge budget 
with us, and I can’t tell you how fast they 
pulled their ads. 


Swaim: That was one of the stories where 
we kind of knew “Okay, this could blow up 
for us,” but it was a story that was based 
on something that was really important. 
Scott had written the really heavy-duty 
news story about it. Steve’s piece was 
mostly a joke about art, like, “Hey, this 
guy always says the land is his canvas; 
let’s take a look at what’s working in his 
subconscious.” And they got really pissed 
off, and I got a call and a warning, and a 
couple of days later, they canceled their 
advertising—a quarter of a million dollars, 
a lot of money. 

Lowery: Every couple of weeks, in the 
office, I’d run into the poor lady who had 
that account, and I knew she wanted to 
stab me in the head with a plastic fork. My 
little piece cost her thousands of dollars; 
she probably had to pull her kids out of 
private school. But Will’s thing was “Ads 


over here, editorial over here—the two are 
not going to mix.” And that is what Will 
was about. Let’s trust the writer and go 
for it. I can’t tell you what it means to have 
your back covered like that; it makes you 
so fearless. It opens you up so much and 
makes you so willing to go for it. 

Swaim: I don’t want to say our reason for 
existence was to hurt our clients or our 
friends. And I learned when I became pub- 
lisher [in 2004], that sometimes you have 
to say, “I really don’t want to do this story 
because this could be a problem,” and it’s 
easy to say the principle is you have to do it 
anyway. No, the other principle is you have 
to make sure people get their paychecks, 
to make sure the business stays afloat. It’s 
a terrible responsibility, but as publisher, 

it was mine. So you know, you do these 
stories and you hope for the best, and it 
doesn’t always work out that way. 


Staff writers such as Rosen [who moved to 
New York], Pignataro [who became editor 
of an alt-weekly in Maui and was lovingly 
nicknamed “Tony Long Pants” by Rosen on 
the rare occasion he wore pants] and Dave 
Wielenga [who moved to Mexico but would 
return a few years later] had all departed for 
other opportunities by the end of 2003. But 
new blood kept the editorial flow circulating. 


Ellen Griley, intern, columnist and managing 
editor, 2002-2007: It was such a tremen- 
dous family and team and everyone just 
knew their role, which didn’t really fit any 
title or staff position. I never knew what 
Rebecca’s title ever was. She did every- 
thing from writing Commie Girl to staying 
up late and proofing the paper before it 
went out to print, so her title didn’t reflect 
everything she did. Patty’s title has never 
reflected all that she has done. She is the 
spine of that institution. I know later [in 
2005], when we got bought out by the 
New Times [media company], manage- 
ment came in and realized quick [about 
Griley], “Who is this 25-year-old girl in 
the managing editor role?” They were 
more into titles than we had been. 

But my whole time there, it was hilari- 
ous, a nonstop joke from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
You would have Lowery sitting there yell- 
ing every nonsensical joke that popped 
into his mind, and Coker and Wielenga 
yelling back, and Anthony cracking up 
the entire time with this totally brilliant 
laugh. It was the most fun environment 
Td ever been in, and I thought, “Oh, my 
god this is incredible. People get paid to 
do this.” But you also felt you were kick- 
ing ass and taking names. It was so easy to 
look at [Orange County] as a completely 
vapid model culture, and we did a great 
job of drilling down to what was actu- 
ally really cool about Orange County and 
reminding people who might think, “Ah, 
I’m behind the Orange Curtain; it really 
sucks, man” that there was plenty to see 
and taste and hear. 

Tenaya Hills, photo editor, 2004-2006: I used 
to go with Ellen to shoot her nightlife 
column [Clubbed!], and there were defi- 
nitely some days after when we were tak- 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 
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ing naps under the desk. Hey, we were in 
our early 20s! We all know what Orange 
County is supposed to be: conservative, 
Republican, all that. So to work for a place 
that had liberal people and gay people and 
such intelligent people was an amazing 
and informative time of my life. Kind of 
formed who I eventually became in life. 
Stacy Davies, intern, calendar editor and 
contributor, 1999-present: It was the first 
job I ever had where I was totally out 

of the closet; I could be 100 percent me. 
Everyone was fabulous. There wasn’t a 
single negative moment. It was really free- 
ing for me, changed me a great deal. And I 
got a lot of assignments because everyone 
was like, “Oh, give it to a lesbian because 
she knows women.” But it wasn’t exploit- 
ative at all. They were so open to this 
brand-new perspective, and it was expo- 
sure I think they felt fit their mantra of 
covering people and stories that deserved 
to be written about and were part of our 
culture, and they weren’t going to silence 
it or ignore it or worry about that anyone 
was going to pick up the issue. It was kind 
of like, “Fuck them. This is the right thing 
to do, and we’re going to do it.” 

Chris Ziegler, copy editor, music editor and 
contributor, 2000-present: It wasn’t jour- 
nalism-school, master’s-degree-type peo- 
ple. They were all people who were self- 
made, really smart, sarcastic. Kind of like 
the last of the stereotypical hard-charging, 
cynical journalists. Just so funny. But also 
ripping into people. And there was so 
much freedom. They let me do whatever I 
wanted. “This guy’s into weird music; let 
him do weird music.” 


Ziegler continued the Weekly tradition of 
highlighting up-and-coming bands that 
would become nationally prominent, from the 
Cold War Kids to Rage Against the Machine. 
His encyclopedic knowledge of music helped 
many a Weekling fill up their iPods. 


Ziegler: Will would always talk about 
how we don’t want a Wikipedia [entry] 
on these people. He’d say, “There are 
more ideas on the back of an LP than 
what most [music writers] write about.” 
So instead of doing some kind of Sears 
catalog thing—here’s a band, this is what 
they’re like, describing them as a prod- 
uct—at least talk about their ideas. And if 
I have my own ideas about what they do, 
write that. But write about what they’re 
doing creatively instead of a [personal] 
response. It’s an esoteric, kind of back- 
ward way to do it, it’s complicated, and 
it’s work, but it’s valid, and that’s what I 
always tried to do. 

Theo Douglas, arts editor and contributor, 
2003-2007: It was a place where varied 
interests were encouraged, and everyone 
wanted to do their best work. Instead of 
daily papers that followed every detail 
of something and wrote these incre- 
mental, turn-of-the-screw stories, we 
were encouraged to step back, look at 


the bigger picture, write the bigger story 
and see the deeper implications. One 
story that kind of epitomized that was 
when a mountain biker or jogger had 
been attacked by a mountain lion. Dave 
and Steve came up with a story that was 
essentially an interview with a spokesper- 
son for the animal /the spokesperson was 
named Grrrrrrrrrrrrr]. It was pretty clas- 
sic, with Steve and Dave just trading lines, 
and [Dave] had the foresight to throw ina 
comparison to Shakey’s Bunch of Lunch, 
which was hilarious. They weren’t mini- 
mizing the attack; it was just an alterna- 
tive viewpoint. The intent wasn’t to put 
down the person who was injured, but to 
realize the effect that encroaching civili- 
zation has on wildlife. 


"Was that ROHYPNOL 
in my drink, or am I 


just sick of your face?’ 
By Rebecca Schoenkopf 


All of 
DON HAIDL's 
forti 


Douglas brought a sense of underground 
fashion that the paper lacked since Rose 
Apodaca left. He started the column Tren- 
dzilla, which remains in the paper today. His 
first cover story, in April 2004, was about 
Von Dutch and the co-opting of his name. 


Douglas [from the article]: Even those who 
admire Von Dutch don’t call him a nice 
guy. No, they use words like bitter and 
racist and violent. They describe someone 
who was jaded young and spent much of 
his life hiding from the world. His name 
was a reflection of that, the very symbol 
of his obstinacy, anger and distrust of the 
world. So is it ironic or just cruel that his 
name wound up... stitched onto hats and 
baby-doll T-shirts worn by an army of 
pretty girls like Britney Spears, Gwen Ste- 
fani and Ashton Kutcher? Is Von Dutch 
doomed, as one admirer put it, “to be for- 
ever remembered for his name in 4-inch 
letters on someone’s ass?” 


Meanwhile, the investigations and in-depth 
reporting continued. Schou looked more into 
OC’s labor movement; Arellano focused on 
the growing immigrants-rights movement 
and corruption in Placentia and Santa Ana, 
as well as on Nativo Lopez, a Latino activist 
whom the paper had once defended against 
Bob Dornan but had veered into cronyism 
and white-baiting. Moxley ... continued 
doing what Moxley does. And the three 
embarked on major Orange County stories 


that the Weekly either broke or pursued 
more intently than any other publication. 


Arellano: In fall 2003, Will asked me to 
look into the Catholic Church sex-abuse 
scandal. I said, “I don’t know ifI can do it; 
I’ma practicing Catholic.” Will, who in his 
own way is a very Catholic person, said, 
“Don’t think of it going against the church, 
but rather helping out the people who need 
help.” He said to sleep on it, and the very 
next day was when this sex-abuse survivor 
came in and gave me a shitload of docu- 
ments that showed how the Diocese of 
Orange was a pedophile-protecting racket. 
Nick Schou: One thing I’m proud of is 
writing the first articles that began the 
federal investigation into corruption by 
Huntington Beach City Councilwoman 
Pam Houchen. No one was doing anything 
about it, so I wrote a letter to the city’s 
police chief, asking him to interview this 
particular guy, and we printed it. Within 

a week or two, the Register decided to 
totally tear into the story, and then the 
Times joined in, and by that time, the feds 
were already investigating her. So, yeah, 
there was a blurring of the editorial line 

a little bit, writing an open letter to the 
police chief. The case we were making is 
that it was our job to really represent the 
public’s interests—and also to be enter- 
taining and to be unpredictable. And so 
we didn’t have a mandate or believe in the 
possibility or even the wisdom of trying 
to adhere to some objective construct. 
Sometimes, newspapers get all bent out of 
shape trying to be so objective they end up 
essentially missing the truth or obfuscat- 
ing. And we were never interested in that 
and never pretended to be. 

Arellano: Nick is the great unsung hero of 
the Weekly, I will always maintain. 


In November 2003, Moxley first wrote 
about a case involving three young men 
accused of videotaping the gang rape of a 
teenage girl. Two of the young men had ties 
with the Orange County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment, including the son of an assistant 
sheriff, Don Haidl, who would eventually 
help federal investigators bring down sher- 
iff Mike Carona. The first trial ended in a 
hung jury in June 2004; in March 2005, the 


three defendants were found guilty. Moxley 
pursued the story like a pit bull in heat. 


Moxley: So I go to the Haidl prelim, and 

at the time, the Times and Register were 
writing this as a he-said/she-said rape. 
Both papers: She’s just as guilty as him. 
They were not nice to the girl, the victim. 
So I go in, and the judges make the defen- 
dants watch the video they shot. He puts 
three televisions with their backs to us, 
and he put the chairs of the defendants in 
front of the TVs, so even though we can’t 
see the video, we can hear it. And the 
defendants are facing us. And I’m think- 
ing, “Oh, my God, we’re getting their reac- 
tions to what they did.” And I look around 
to see the reaction from the other report- 
ers, and the LA Times person is writing a 
personal to-do list, the Register guy closes 
his notebook, and the CBS camera guy 
had turned the cameras off and went to 
the back of the room. So I walk back to 
the producer and cameraman before they 
start showing the rape video and ask them 
if they’re going to record it, and they said, 
“We don’t care.” When I heard that, I 
knew that I was not leaving the case. And 
if you compare the coverage of that case, 
we dominated everyone else. 

Later on, Tori Richards, Don Haidl’s PR 
person—how many rape defendants get 
a press person, right?—introduces me to 
Haidl as we ride down on the elevator. We 
get out, and I’m walking away, and Haidl 
stops and yells my name, “Hey, Scott!” I 
turn around and he says, “Nice to meet 
you, buddy,” then points his finger like 
this [mimics shooting a gun]. And I was 
like, “Ahhh, dude, you have no idea. I’m 
not going anywhere. I’m living here.” 

For five and a half years, I was on that 
case. To this day, I could probably talk 
about everything in that case more than any 
other journalist. I wanted to know every- 
thing. I read every brief, attended every 
hearing. No other journalist did this. And I 
discovered a man who bribed his way into 
that job, who just wanted the cachet of hav- 
ing the badge and the title and the power. 
And these are the people who have control 
of us in some of these agencies, warped 
people like him. I give him that he was a 
legitimately caring person, gave a lot to his 
family and friends, but even that turned 
into trouble with [his son] Greg, since he 
clearly didn’t have any boundaries. “Daddy 
will rescue me, no matter what.” 


After nine years in a Costa Mesa office 
park, the Weekly needed to move to a big- 
ger space. The company decided to rent the 
top floor of a five-story building in a city 
that would get more attention from them. 


Arellano: Beginning of 2004, we moved to 
Santa Ana, into this awesome office space. 
But a lot of people were afraid, saying, 
“Santa Ana is dirty, and I’m not going to 
feel safe there.” Some people even quit 
because they didn’t want to work in the 
city. Just people talking all this racist shit. 
So Will asked me to write a letter to the 
sales staff and others—“Welcome to Santa 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 58 
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Ana!”—trying to calm everyone down. 
Shows you how even then, so few people 
at the paper actually knew the county we 
were supposed to be covering. 


On July 8, 2004, Nadia Afghani, the 
paper’s first Muslim employee, wrote a 
story accompanied by a photo of a woman 
wearing an American flag as a hijab. Titled 
“Terror-fied,” it chronicled her experiences 
living in Orange County post-9/11. 


Nadia Afghani, receptionist, ad coordinator 
and contributor, 2004-2007: Gustavo and 
Will really pushed me to write it. The FBI 
was going after the Muslim community 
really intensely in OC, and it was my own 
story of the FBI reaching out to me, pretty 
much asking if I was a terrorist or knew 
of any terrorists. I was scared, honestly, 

at the time to publish it. I had friends 
who were being contacted by the FBI. 
One of them, her father got locked away 
without being charged for years and was 


I Survived 
The O'Reilly 


as 


held under the Patriot Act. It was a very 
scary time. After that, I was still contacted 
by the FBI detectives who I had written 
about. Writing it was almost my way of 
becoming like a public figure where I 
couldn’t disappear. It was kind of like my 
protection. That’s also when I realized 
how fake my name sounded, since a lot of 
people thought Gustavo had written it. 


As a receptionist, Afghani dealt with some 
colorful characters. 


Afghani: I’d get the women from the back- 
page ads coming in to pay for their ad spaces. 
Some of them were clearly very beautiful 
transgendered women who all dressed bet- 
ter than I did. They'd all give me fashion and 
beauty advice; I remember someone giving 
me advice on how I should do my nails and 
eyeliner. They were very sweet. One used to 
bring her child in with her. 

There were constantly people trying to 
bring in subpoenas for Will and Scott to 
try to get their sources. Just like I dealt 


with every other crazy person who came 
into reception, I’d tell them to have a seat, 
and an hour later, I’d tell them, “Oh, I’m 
sorry; they’re not in the office.” I wouldn’t 
even leave my chair. 


The second line of defense against the crazies 
was Coker. After Swaim or other editors 
turned in their stories, Coker would read all 
the layouts and vet any cover stories or inves- 
tigative pieces with the Weekly’s lawyers. 


Coker: I remember once, the first story 
we looked at ripped into the Register for 
being incompetent and the next one men- 
tioned something being fact per the Reg. 
“How do you know it’s factual in this story 
if they are incompetent according to your 
first story?” asked our lawyer. I think I 
answered, “Duh...” 

Arellano: I think 2004 was the best year 
in OC Weekly history, just all this amaz- 
ing stuff. Moxley going after Haid]. Nick 
eventually getting Pam Houchen in 
prison. Me working the fuck out of the 
Catholic Church sex scandal. Rebecca 
doing her thing. Other people working on 
their shit. Then “Mission Accomplished,” 
which came out the Thursday after the 
[presidential] election. The one with Bush 
on the cover flipping off a camera. When 
we published it, I thought, “This is why 

I work at the Weekly”—because we can 
do shit like that. But, oh, God, we had so 
much fucking blowback: angry phone 
calls, angry letters, racks being stolen. It 
was crazy. 
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The following week, this happened: 
Dear Mexican: Why do Mexicans call 
white people gringos? 


Arellano: I had been writing a column 
called Burning Bush, conservative critiques 
on him, but there was no longer any reason 
to run it. He’d won. So we had a hole to fill. 
Lowery: ;Ask a Mexican! was purely meant 
to be a one-week thing. We’d sometimes 
do these random, absurd columns for a 
week, like Ask a Nuclear Physicist. In fact, 
the week Gustavo’s ran, we also had one 
called Ask a Canadian, since we had an 
intern from Canada. 

Swaim: It was really a joke, based on 


VOL $ NO 34 APRIL 36-MAY & 2004 * OCWEEKLY.COM + CLUSTERFUN! 
LA IS LIKE A LITTLE DISNEYLAND (34) IN THE LAND OF OBESITY, A SKINNY HOUSE (36) 


FOOD 


POLITICS): 


Our incomplete guide to OC’s 
hatred of all things Mexican 
Sleepy Mexicans under cacti (38) 

Top Mexican-bashing songs (33) 

The Alamo's tragic hero (26) 

Lynching in Santa Ana (18) 

Yanks in Mexico (10) 


something [Seattle alt-weekly] The 
Stranger used to do, in which they’d have a 
starburst above a headline that said, “New 
Column!”—and it would always be absurd. 
I told Gustavo people are going to think 
this is racist, but we were just blasted. 
Some people loved it, others thought it 
denigrated Latin American culture, Mexi- 
can culture in particular. And Gustavo was 
somewhat anxious and ambivalent in the 
beginning, but I think he got over that 
when he realized, “Holy shit, this thing is 
really popular,” and we ran it every week 
after that. The goal was to make it funny 
and make it smart, two things that don’t 
always go together easily. 

You see this all the time in the media. 
There are people who are very glum, who 
are very sober, and they regard journalism 
as this thing, but not this other thing: “It’s 
this serious thing I do.” It’s grave and it’s 
world-shaking and critical and thoughtful 
and thumb-sucking and footnoted and even 
academic, where humor has no place and 
certainly small things, little tidbits or little 
compositions, like, ;Ask a Mexican! or Steve 
Lowery and Matt Coker writing Diary of 
a Mad County or whatever it was called at 
that point or little lefty comics. You have 
two pole stakes out, right? You have Moxley 
or Nick or Anthony or Dave writing about 
political stuff that is dense and dark and 
somewhat complicated, really serious jour- 


FILM 
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nalism by any measure, and then you have 
jAsk a Mexican! or Commie Girl. It’s like 
yeast in bread, gives it a little bit of light- 
ness, right? Rather than just this darkness. 
Arellano: It was Will’s idea. I didn’t want to 
do it—not because I thought it was offen- 
sive, but I didn’t think people would find it 
that interesting. But Will said, “Go ahead 
and do it; it’s only going be a one-issue 
joke.” And I was like, “All right, fine.” And 
a fucking monster was created. It was a 
shitstorm. Angry people, happy people, but 
more important, all these questions started 
coming in. 

T have no fucking idea [why it became 
so widely read]. The logical answer is any 
time we wrote about Mexican anything, 
people would go crazy. But it was also 
a funny column that was dealing with 
one of the biggest issues that Orange 
County has ever had to fuck around with: 
Mexicans. Mexicans were a huge issue in 
Orange County; we always have been. To 
have someone be so flippant and rude and 
funny but also informative? What a great 
tag for the year, at least for me, but also 
for the Weekly. It was near its fattest; we 
were firing on all the pistons. The future 
seemed limitless at the end of 2004. 


If this were a Ken Burns documentary, you'd 
hear some foreboding music right about now. 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 60 
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Arellano: For me, the beginning of the end 
of the culture of the Weekly was when Jer- 
emy and Sharla [Delgado, Zachary’s wife] 
left [in late 2004]. No one knew what the 
fuck happened. We were all a family, but 
now all these people are getting fired, and 
all the ad girls were crying. [Corporate] just 
kept bringing in all these people from the 
outside, and that, to me, was the beginning 
of the end of the culture of the Weekly. Not 
the product, but the culture. We used to be 
so tight, all of us: editorial, sales, market- 
ing. But now, it just felt different. 
Zachary: The early days were definitely the 
glory days, but with the different owner- 
ship, it had become corporate. Some of the 
management they brought in was just not 
real good for the environment. It screwed 
a lot of things up. Editorial got hammered. 
Some people were getting tired of that. 
And also the whole market dynamic was 
changing as far as some of the music 
venues closing and just the whole Orange 
County scene and sound was no longer the 
cool kids’ popular thing, you know? 

They made some bad calls, really 
turning the sales department into a 
shark tank and just kind of pitting 
people against one another. And it just 
got unfriendly at that point. It was like, 


“Okay, this is just a job now.” 


Zachary would go on to found Inland 
Empire Weekly in 2005, with Stacy Davies 
as its first editor. Rich Kane would also 
serve a stint at the top, and other Weeklings 
found a home there. It closed in 2014. 


Sharla Delgado, account executive, 2000- 
2004: There was some internal politics 
that were happening, and apparently, I 
stepped on a few wrong toes, and so I got 
let go. Well, I didn’t get “let go.” They 
closed the marketing department down. It 
was some bullshit story. It was politics. 


There were more cuts in the sales depart- 
ment in summer 2005, and then, in August, 
Rich Kane, the Weekly’s longest-tenured 
music editor—seven years—got the knife. 


Kane: In the summer of 2004, I had all this 
accrued vacation time and sick days built up 
from going to shows, and Will was gener- 
ous enough to give me five weeks off. But 
when I came back, I was now co-music 
editor with Chris Ziegler. We jelled and 
figured out what we were both responsible 
for, but I think that’s what started the ball 
rolling to me getting the boot. And one 
thing that always annoyed me, even though 
I understand it, was the Weekly’s penchant 
for putting tits and ass on the cover. There 
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was a period in early 2005 when there were 
tits on the cover three weeks in a row, and 

I casually mentioned that to Will, and he 
sent me this blisteringly angry email. He 
also then mentioned the Coachella coverage 
we'd had. Coachella was getting bigger and 
bigger, but for whatever reason that year, I 
just did a short preview. I thought it was fine 
because, by that time, it was getting to be 

so well-known you knew it was happening 
anyway, and it was instant sell-outs. But Will 
told me that I'd forced readers to get their 
Coachella information somewhere else. 

So then one day, I get this frantic call 
from Will. He said he’s in Irvine and “I’ve 
got to meet you, where can we meet?” 

And I said, “There’s a Fatburger down the 
street. Want to meet there?” He says yes, 
but then he calls back and says, “That’s not 
going to work. Can you come in the office 
on Monday? It’s really important that I 
talk to you.” So I go in, and before I get a 
chance to sit down, he says, “I’m letting 
you go.” And he gives me two reasons: One, 
we've got to make cuts, and second, some 
people in the office aren’t getting along 
with you. And I asked who, and he said, “I 
don’t know, Rich; I don’t know.” Looking 
back, that was just before the merger, so 
maybe he’d caught wind that we had to 
downsize or something. But all I know is 
that had we met that Friday, he would have 
fired me at a fucking Fatburger. 


As all this was going on, Commie Girl was 
still huge. In 2005, Rebecca Schoenkopf 
wrote one of her most memorable columns, 
an account of watching an Angels player 
[NOT SPIEZIO] getting a blowjob from 

a groupie in the parking lot of the Grove 

at Anaheim. But Schoenkopf was always 
about much more than Commie Girl. 


Rebecca Schoenkopf: I worked really 
fucking hard for that paper. I was the 
copy editor, I was the arts editor, I was [a] 
food critic, and I was constantly offering 
to take on more things because I cared 
and wanted it to be the best. There was a 
two-month period in 2005 when I wrote 
seven cover stories; they were all fuck- 
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ing good—they just were. One was about 
the OC housing market; it was so fucking 
prescient, you have no idea. I called the 
housing collapse three years before it hap- 
pened. One was going up to Sacramento 

to see Arnold Schwarzenegger. I went to 
Waco, Texas, and hung out with Cindy 
Sheehan when she was trying to meet with 
George Bush. And as far as the column, 
around 2003 or 2004, I turned thirtyish, 
and I was getting tired of the nightclubs, 
and it did become more of a commentary 
column, and I think they were pretty good. 


And then one day, this happened. ... 


Arellano: So Rebecca got insanely jealous 
of [Register columnist Frank] Mickadeit. 
Here’s a new columnist in town, getting 
all this buzz—this was 2004 or 2005. He 
did a column about getting his nose hairs 
pulled with [OC politico scumbag] Adam 
Probolsky. She says, “I’m going to one-up 
him; I’m going to get my nails done with 
Mike Carona.” We’re like, “What? ... All 
right, Rebecca, go do whatever you want.” 

So Nick and I are in the newsroom, 
and then, out of nowhere, Carona walks 
in with Rebecca. We're like, “What the 
fuck is he doing here?” Scott wasn’t in his 
office; he probably would have exploded. 
He was already starting to crack down on 
him. Carona shook my hand, shook Nick’s 
hand. But no talk. Bizarre. Dornan show- 
ing up to our office was historic; Carona 
showing up was just bizarre. 


The Weekly celebrated its 10th birthday on 
Sept. 9, 2005. By all accounts, it was a suc- 
cess. The paper was flourishing, enraging and 
exasperating some, amusing and shocking 
others. Its page count was fatter than ever, 
and it had broken or led the charge on the big- 
gest exposés in local journalism in that time. 
Orange County and other places were talking 
about the Weekly. But it was the talk in board 
rooms and newspaper offices from Phoenix to 
New York that would most affect the paper. 
For the rumors that had been circulating for 
months about a major shift in the landscape 
of alternative weeklies would become reality 
in just more than a month. Any uncertainty 
over the future that staff members may have 
had when the paper was sold in 2000 would 
pale in comparison to the chaos to come. 
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abies, originally I was going to tell 
RB you about what I’ve been doing 

since I left the Weekly nearly 10 
years ago, but there’s really not much to 
tell: I helped start a wonderful weekly in 
Long Beach that eventually folded (god- 
damn Bush), and then went on to free- 
lance writing, a treadmill of a career path 
akin to being an oarsman on a slave ship 
who, having staged a successful mutiny, 
declares “Now we will show them how 
free men row!” 

Instead of all that, I thought it better 
to write something handy, “news you 
can use” being quite the seller in today’s 
freelance market, whether it’s simply 
handy information, e.g., “Nine Beautiful 
Celebrities Who Married Ugly Spouses,” 
or cautionary tales, “Eleven Sexy Celebri- 
ties and Their Ugly Children.” Where the 
Weekly is concerned, what you need to 
know is that in my 30 years of journalism, 
it remains not only the best publication 
I have ever worked for, but also the one 
staffed with the nicest people. 

That may sound trite—nice is often seen 
as the refuge of the weak and the Cana- 
dian—but I believe it is the central reason 
for the Weekly’s success. It’s also important 
for you to know because—and I’m talking 
to mostly the young ones now—when you 
get out into the world and start working 
for people, there’s a good chance you’re 
going to work for some asshole(s), and 
when you tell certain people about it, these 
people—and I’m talking mostly about the 
older ones now—are going to say smug, 
bitter things such as “Welcome to the real 
world” and intimate that you were naive 
to expect anything better in that hopeless 
way the dying have of saying things. 

Thad not only been told this, but I had 
also lived it before I got to the Weekly. I 
had been in the business a decade and 
gotten used to having myself and my work 
denigrated, being yelled at—as well as 
listening as others were yelled at across 
newsrooms and whispered about in intra- 
office intrigues that set up one writer 
against another. I had seen others treated 
poorly and accepted it as normal until, 
inevitably, came the explosion of hurled 
insults, fists, staplers and/or chairs. 

I figured the Weekly would be more of 
the same, given the passions of its critics 
and columnists, the aggressiveness of its 
news staff, and the sharp focus of its edi- 
tors and designers to bring it all together. 
They called bullshit on bad music and art, 
on bigotry and small-mindedness; they 


got innocent people out of jail and put 
crooked politicians in. Tough? That crew 
stopped an airport—a frigging airport! 

But what I found when I got there in 
1996 was nothing but kind words, actions 
and support for my voice as a writer—you 
have no idea how important, as well as rare, 
that is—while experiencing a true collab- 
orative process. It was, remarkably, thank- 
fully void of petty jealousies or agendas, a 
place in which the only demand was that 
you be yourself. In fact, upon my arrival 
at the Weekly, I'd become so accustomed 
to writing for my editors’ sensibilities that 
Thad lost touch with my own; I sucked 
something awful, so much so that founding 
editor Will Swaim commanded the next 
couple of pieces I wrote were to be only 
what I wanted to write and how I wanted 
to write. 

And that kind of saved my career. 
Thanks for that, Wilson. 

Plus, everyone was just so damn nice. 
When I was missing my young children 
who were vacationing Back East, a bunch 
of them took time out from their work to 
help me make an audio tape of short skits 
for the kids, including Anthony Pigna- 
taro, who, though he was in the midst of 
stopping said frigging airport, recorded 
a bit my now college-graduated 
kids still refer to, as it began 
with him intoning in his best 
Edward R. Murrow, “I’m 
Mr. Bongo.” 

It was a place where 
people took their work, 


(EWEEKLY 


but not themselves, seriously. As with 
all things at the Weekly, the atmosphere 
and attitude emanated from its Fertile 
Crescent, Will. I had worked places 
where to speak up was considered daring, 
dangerous or just plain dumb, leaving a 
writer exposed to scrutiny, wagging fin- 
gers or tongues. But you always felt safe 
at the Weekly to mention something you 
thought might be the story, even if it was 
only the barest hint of an insinuation of a 
half-baked idea, kinda. 

“It’s somewhere in the room,” Will 
would say when an idea was waiting 
to be dressed up, and I can think of no 
finer example of the paper’s openness to 
thought than the “Rabbit” issue, which 
began as a quick mention at a story meet- 
ing that the folks at Leisure World were 
killing bunnies. Inside of an hour, we 
had remade the next week’s entire issue, 
assigned stories, photos and cartoons, 
including a cover illustration by Matt 
Groening—everything. It’s probably my 
favorite issue, not because of its content, 
but because it showed what’s possible 
when people work unfettered by ego, self- 
critical judgment or sanity. (My contribu- 
tion to that issue—a ridiculous Q&A with 
then-music editor Buddy Seigal, who I 
pretended to believe was actually 
Bunny Seigal—remains a per- 
sonal favorite: 


ME: Have you ever had an 
occasion to ask God—if your 
kind have the capacity to 


believe in a God—you know, “Why me, God? 
Why did you make me this way? Why didn’t 
you just have someone drop me off a bridge 
ina sack or throw me under the wheels of a 
fast-moving truck? Why must I live as this 
filthy, loathsome thing that’s really good for 
nothing except spreading disease and filth 
and degradation?” Do you ever just do that? 

BUDDY: All right, this is getting old. 

How much of a struggle has it been 
for you to deal with your own natural 
impulses? Going to the bathroom, for exam- 
ple: How long did it take you to finally train 
yourself to go indoors? 

Shut up. 

And by indoors, I mean in a toilet. 

Shut up! 

Or did you ever learn? Are you going to 
the bathroom right now? 

Shut the hell up! 


And the openness of spirit produced 
not only great stories, but also great peo- 
ple. Folks who could have never walked 
into a mainstream publication for their 
lack of experience or credentials were 
welcomed into the Weekly, and for that, 
the world has Alison Rosen, Anthony 
Pignataro and Gustavo Arellano, as well 
as a bevy of one-hit wonders who were 
allowed to tell their stories, their way. 

I knew it was special when I was there, 
and I was happy when I went back a year 
or so ago to crash a story meeting to find 
that nothing had changed. Things were 
the same, and that was nice. 

You know, it wasn’t that long ago that I 
found out a guy I grew up with in my neigh- 
borhood had died suddenly; it was one of 
those moments that makes you understand 
how fleeting everything is and how grateful 
you should be for special things in your life 
(and how grateful you should be that guys 
die who know a whole bunch of crazy shit 
about you). I’ve always been grateful for 
this place, for these people, and the thing 
is, my beauties, you should be, too. It shows 
you that you shouldn’t be afraid to be nice, 
and you shouldn’t be afraid to expect others 
to be, also. Actually, just don’t be afraid—it’s 
just so stupid. 

Nice works. Nice abides. Nice makes for 
a lovely read. 

Love to all. You, too, Mr. Bongo. 

Theo sucks. 


Steve Lowery wrote the column Diary of a 
Mad County from 2003 to 2007. He is also 
the only person in the world louder than 
Gustavo Arellano. 
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OC Weekly’s 10th-anniversary edition, a 
154-page tome, hit the streets Sept. 9, 2005, 
as one of America’s most beloved cities was 
drowning. Rebecca Schoenkopf wrote the 
introductory column, subheaded “It’s hard 
to celebrate 10 years of the Weekly when 
youre busy hating the president.” Little did 
the Weeklings know the paper would soon 
descend into its own murky waters. 


Matt Coker: One thing they always told us 
is “We'll never sell you guys to the New 
Times.” We had heard all these horror 
stories about the New Times. A big part of 
it was Lowery and Wielenga had worked 
for New Times Los Angeles and had hor- 
rible experiences. And the two chains 
seemed to hate each other. They seemed 
bitter rivals. [David] Schneiderman always 
said, “Don’t worry. We'll never sell you 

to the New Times.” So what happened? 
They sold us to the New Times. 


Technically, it was a merger. On Oct. 24, 2005, 
Village Voice Media, which owned OC 
Weekly and five other papers, announced 

it had reached an agreement to be acquired 
by New Times Media, which began in 1971 
with a paper in Phoenix and had grown to 
ll across the country. Once sworn adversar- 
ies, the two chains had apparently grown 
closer since 2002, when a deal they’d 
reached to shut down papers in Los Angeles 
and Cleveland was blocked by the Justice 
Department, which charged them with 
collusion. The new company retained the 
name Village Voice Media. 


Coker: I don’t know. Maybe once their 
lawyers started talking, they started liking 
each other more? 

Michael Sigman: I wasn’t remotely sur- 
prised. They had been salivating for LA 
Weekly for many years and had started 

a paper in Los Angeles to compete with 

it, which was not successful. It was their 
dream to build a national network of 
papers, but without Los Angeles and New 
York, they could never have accomplished 
that. They were serious bidders when 


Leonard [Stern] sold the papers [in 2000], 
but they weren’t the winner. But they kept 
trying, and to me, it was inevitable that it 
would happen. 

Rebecca Schoenkopf: First they fucked up 
The Village Voice, then they moved onto 
LA Weekly. We thought we were safe. We 
were very profitable. We had a very lean 


AMPHETAMINE-CHARGED NEWS FOR STREET-FIGHTING MEN & WOMEN 


operation, but even so, we weren’t doing it 
in their very formulaic, jigsaw-puzzle sort 
of way, so that was not acceptable. 

Greg Stacy: In 2005, the new owners 
made up their minds to purge a lot of the 
freelancers. Matt kept me on as long as he 
could, but a few days before Christmas, I 
got the word that a [film] column I’d been 


| HTT Tite 


writing for 11 years was done, and it was a 
huge shock. 

Tenaya Hills: I left in 2006, and the focus 
seemed to be on increasing revenue. 

It definitely changed from a place that 
everybody loved and believed in to more 
of a business, and I realized that you can 
love a business and be passionate about 
your work, but a business is a business, 
and when it comes down to it, businesses 
don’t love you back. 

Ellen Griley: We had this really hands-off 
relationship with [the previous owners] 
where we could do our paper the way 

we wanted to, without any real regard to 
ad sales, and I think there was a concern 
that was going to change. Another con- 
cern was that they did not have a very 
good reputation at that time of promot- 
ing female editors. I think Rebecca was 
pretty scared about that. [At the time of 
the merger, the new, 17-paper Village Voice 
Media counted six female editors in chief.] 
Schoenkopf: Our staff was always about 
half women, but except for me and 
Heather [Swaim], most had been in sup- 
port roles. But they did have decision- 
making authority. When the New Times 
people came in, it was really obvious [that 
would change]. 

Steve Lowery: For the first year or so, they 
left us alone, but they’d gone around to 
the other papers and said, “Hey, this is the 
way we do things,” and finally, they came 
around to us, and it’s like you could almost 
hear the clock ticking. We had complete 
local control, and now it was weird to have 
people parachuting in, telling us what to 
do. It really was like a death. But kind of 

a death like when someone has cancer, 
and you know it’s coming. We could just 
see it. Different people were being hired, 
and different things were coming in, and 
different things were being said, and all of 
a sudden, this office that had always been 
so cohesive, relatively speaking, now there 
were whispers, and there had never been 
whispers before. 

Heather Swaim: It became about the num- 
bers very quickly, and they had a different 
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philosophy. I don’t how many times I 
heard the phrase “We run a cookie-cutter 
operation.” The publications needed to 
look the same, and we were different. It 
really was hard with those guys. They 
pressed Will for more sales when publish- 
ing wasn’t doing so well, and toward the 
end, he was having to let people go. It was 
a Catch-22. You need more sales, you need 
more people, but to keep more people, you 
had to pay them. 

Will Swaim: At first, they were really good 
at settling us all down, and saying, “We 
didn’t buy you to dismantle you.” But 

I'd been given lots of autonomy at the 
paper. We made money and had almost no 
interference and lots of support, and that 
changed very rapidly. It was an organiza- 
tion that had a much different manage- 
ment philosophy. I felt like I’d run this 
newspaper from the beginning, and I said, 
“You guys might want to ask me questions 
before you make changes.” Their argu- 
ment was pretty simple: “We’re always 
interested in your opinion, but we own the 
paper.” And they were right: They owned 
it. But there were things they were doing 
internally with regards to who worked for 
whom and who reported to whom, and it 
may have been my own stubbornness and 
arrogance, but I sure as hell didn’t like 
what was going on. 


More on that ina moment. Meanwhile, as 
tensions were simmering to what would 
become a boil, in February 2006, two tri- 
umphant moments in the paper’s history 
were also igniting: A Mexican was rising, 
and a sheriff was falling. 


Gustavo Arellano: In 2005, ;Ask a Mexi- 
can! starts becoming a juggernaut—all 
this crazy buzz. I start getting invited to 
speak about it at colleges. I started doing 
a regular radio segment on KABC-AM 
790 with Al Rantel, in which I would field 
questions about Mexicans on-air. And 

by the end of the year, the Los Angeles 
Times’ Daniel Hernandez contacted me 
and said he wanted to do a story on me. 
He started hanging out with me, and his 
editors liked it so much they turned it into 
a Column One [front-page feature] story. 
It published on a Thursday in February, 

I think. And it exploded; it changed my 
life. Everyone starts calling me: The Today 
Show, the radio shows. And I’m going on 
this show and that show, and then the 
book agents start calling me. 

Once I started getting all that attention, 
[some] people were not having it at the 
paper, at all. They’d be snide to me, give me 
the cold shoulder. I took my [future wife] 
to the office with me in 2006. She wanted 
to come with me to the office and have 
lunch. Everyone was so cold. No one talked 
to us. It was such a cold shoulder. It was 
crazy because I never had anything against 
anyone. Rebecca must have mentioned 
me in at least five columns, writing things 
so nasty that my female friends wanted to 


find her and kick her ass. I felt bad. 

Will Swaim: I don’t think there was any 
resentment at all. Everyone was really 
happy for him. 

Coker, in a 2007 essay for the Sacramento 
News & Review: At least [Rebecca] 
expressed herself openly; other staffers 
routinely would complain to me privately 
about Gustavo this and Gustavo that, their 
language peppered with insinuations that 
our boy suffered from the ol’ inflating- 
head syndrome. 

Griley: I think after ;Ask a Mexican! blew 
up the way it did, there was tension in 
the newsroom between some writers 
and Gustavo. 

Arellano: I was in New York when I signed 
my book deal [for ;Ask a Mexican! and 
Orange County: A Personal History] and 
heard that when Will announced it at a 


staff meeting, Rebecca broke down in tears. 


Schoenkopf: I was horribly jealous, hor- 
ribly jealous. I’m the voice of the paper! 
Me! I burst into tears to the point where 
the tears came out of my eyes horizontally 
like laser beams, and I said, “It’s not that 
I’m not happy for him; it’s just that ’m 

so totally not happy for him.” It took me 

a minute of insane jealousy, and then I 
was so glad for him and said, “We have to 
get some champagne for when he comes 
back,” and I meant it. But what he heard 
through the grapevine was “Rebecca’s not 
happy for you,” and no one ever bothered 
to tell him the second part. 

Arellano: They never got me any cham- 
pagne. The only bottle of champagne I 
remember opening was one given to me 
by sex-abuse survivors after my stories 
helped them reach a historic settlement. I 
remember opening that. 


Arellano’s ascending star supplied national 
notoriety for the paper. But something that 
gave it respect was R. Scott Moxley. In 
November 2005, he wrote an article that 
eventually freed wrongfully incarcerated 
James Ochoa of Buena Park. Other articles 
helped to imprison Laguna Beach doctor 
George Kooshian (for watering down AIDS 
medicine) and GOP operative Jeffrey Ray 
Nielsen (for having sex with boys; in cov- 
ering the court case, his father, a former 
mayor of Fountain Valley, tried to punch 
Weekly photographer Jack Gould). He 
also focused his attention on Sheriff Mike 
Carona. The Weekly’s online archives indi- 
cate that Carona was mentioned 161 times 
in the print edition from 1999 to 2014. That 
does not count any web-only posts. The 
vast majority ran from early 2005 through 
April 2009, when Carona was sentenced 

in federal court to 66 months in prison 

for witness tampering. And no one kept 
Carona’s misdeeds more in the public eye 
than Moxley. 


R. Scott Moxley: That story stands out 
because it was us alone for a long time, 
for years, while other journalists mocked 
me. They were afraid to take the sheriff 
on. When I was covering the Haid] case, 
I started learning about issues with the 
sheriff. They just kept mounting and 
mounting. And at some point, I said, “I’m 


going to learn as much as I can about 
Mike Carona, and if at the end of it, it’s 
bullshit, then it’s bullshit. But if it’s not, 
I’m never going to leave him alone.” 

The thing about Mike is, he’s like any- 
body else. He’s not a monster. There’s 
some great parts to his personality. But 
even when he knew I was looking at him, 
he told me, “You’re never going to win 
this.” He told me this to my face. And I 
was, “You know what? It doesn’t matter. 
I’m not going to stop.” 


RWEEKLY 


How | 
be 


Moxley’s reporting of the unfolding Carona 
scandal dominated the paper’s hard news 
during this period, but there was plenty of 
other stuff. Schou continued reporting on 

a 2005 cover story he did about OC’s own 
hippie Mafia, the Brotherhood of Eternal 
Love, that eventually turned into a book. He 
also released a book in 2006 on Gary Webb 
that eventually became a 2014 movie star- 
ring Jeremy Renner. Commie Girl was still 
as popular as ever; she and Arellano won 
the 2006 Association of Alternative News- 
weeklies awards for best political columnist 
and columnist, respectively. Theo Douglas 
continued to write Trendzilla. But the real 
drama was playing out behind the scenes. 


Swaim: It became harder and harder for 
me to take orders from people whose 
opinion I didn’t always respect. But it 


was complicated. I could argue from the 
experience of running one paper, and they 
could argue from the experience of run- 
ning a chain. They went from one to two 
to a half-dozen to a dozen, and now they 
were at almost 20. Can you imagine what 
the dashboard looks like on a vehicle that 
size, trying to pay attention to the bottom- 
line numbers of 18 different businesses? 
Arellano: The first changes started hap- 
pening on the business side. They started 
bringing in their publishers, their sales 
people, but I felt editorial was safe. But 
then they started changing editorial and 
advertising, and people [in editorial] 
started telling little stories, like how cor- 
porate was forcing us to run stuff from 
other papers online. 

Swaim: I would never say they were try- 
ing to fuck us over. That would be stupid. 
Why would you buy something for mil- 
lions of dollars that makes a lot of money 
for you and just deliberately trash it? That 
would take a Mongol horde, not business 
people. And they were business people. 

I do think inadvertently they did things 
that helped undermine us, but it wasn’t 
that as much as it was just the way they 
did business. They had more cooks in the 
kitchen. It was a much more bureaucratic 
organization. Heather was our creative 
director, and she was reporting to a guy in 
San Francisco or Oakland who I regarded 
as nowhere near her talent. The calendar 
section was under the control of someone 
in, I don’t know, St. Louis or Kansas City. 
So all the levers that were making this 
thing do what it had done so well were 
suddenly in other people’s hands. It was 
like a bunch of people fighting over the 
steering wheel, and I just decided to say, 
“Fuck it” and ultimately let go. 
Schoenkopf: He hadn’t been coming to 
work for a while, which was fine. He’d 
been there 12 years. I figured, “Fuck it, 
take six months off.” He’d trained us so 
we all knew how to do his job and get the 
paper out, and on Tuesday nights, Patty 
and I would put out the paper. 

Swaim: I got very very depressed. I 

would not sleep at night, contemplate 

my unshaved mug in the mirror, and say, 
“I don’t know if I could do this.” Most 
days, I would do something to help out, 
but I didn’t decide anything. It was like it 
decided me. It was bad for my marriage; 
it was bad for my children. I struggled, 
loss of motivation, loss of joy in my life, 
nightmares, anger all the time, self-hatred, 
hatred of others. I was a thoroughly des- 
perate person. I wanted the psychological 
pain to stop, and I didn’t know how to 
make it stop. I was terrified of leaving, but 
I was more terrified at staying. I kept tell- 
ing Heather [who had already left], “Two 
months, two months.” And she was going 
through exactly the same thing, I think. 

It was awful. You both work at the same 
place, and you’re both having this feel- 
ing that something has been lost that you 
really love. Finally, after talking to people 
I respected, who said maybe it’s time to 
just take the leap, it came down to me 
committing to just leaving. 
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Arellano: Meanwhile, we are still doing 
our stories and everything was happen- 
ing like clockwork. We were a team, so he 
could not show up, and everything would 
still be fine. But then somehow, word 
came out that he wanted us all to quit, 
resign en masse, and we’re going to start a 
paper in Long Beach. 

Griley: He told people in waves, kind of 
one-to-one. I think it was after the New 
Year in 2007. I know for certain that I was 
planning on it by the end of January. 
Arellano: At one point, Will invited me 

to his house, and we took a walk, and he 
said, “Come with us to the paper in Long 
Beach.” I said, “I don’t care about Long 
Beach; I care about Orange County.” Then 
he said something that disappointed me, 
something like, “Stories can be found 
anywhere.” But I wasn’t going to go. This 
is the OC Weekly. I want to write stories 
about Orange County. 

I found everyone’s hysteria about the 
new owners to be a bit much because I 
really did think that for the most part, 
New Times would leave us alone editori- 
ally. [Before the merger] I would read 
those New Times papers, and even though 
they were our mortal enemy, I thought 
they were kind of like us. They were 
snarky; they were jerks. Sure, their politics 
seemed to be neocon a bit, but why did we 
talk so much shit about this chain? They 
had good investigative stories. 


Will Swaim resigned Jan. 27, 2007. It was 
not supposed to be effective immediately. 


Mike Lacey, Village Voice Media executive 
editor, 2005-2012: We were in the middle of 
meeting people, and he just disappeared. 
Left a note. 

Swaim: I had already told my bosses I was 
leaving, but I also said that I could leave 
today or I could leave in six months, what- 
ever they wanted. I wasn’t leaving them 
high and dry. I told the staff in an edit 
meeting. God, it was uncomfortable. Then 
they tell everyone, “Things will be fine; 
he’s going to be around for a little while.” 
It’s amicable. 

Then they start calling in people one- 
by-one into the conference room for 
interviews, and I think it was Rebecca 
who came into my office, and she was in 
tears, and she said the whole thing felt 
like an interrogation, and she was really 
scared. And I was so fucking mad at that 
point; I lost my shit. I wrote them a resig- 
nation letter, saying this is not something 
I condone, and I am afraid my presence 
suggests that I’m okay with how the 
people who work for me are being treated. 
I went over to the conference door—don’t 
remember who was in the room with 
them—knocked on the door and handed 
[Lacey] my note. I had my backpack over 
my shoulder and walked out. 

Lowery: Right after he resigned, I remem- 
ber walking into his office and saying, 
“What are we going to do?” Just to let him 


know I was with him. And he said, “Why 
don’t you sit tight, and I’m going to see 
about getting something else, and then I'll 
let you know.” 

Nick Schou: The new owners were literally 
meeting with everybody, and there were 
certainly some people coming out of those 
interviews not feeling secure. People 
were given the option of staying or going 
with Will. The company never threatened 
anybody. They were more interested in 
encouraging people to stay than to alien- 
ate the staff. And [for the news reporters], 
we had heard they treated their writers 
well and had a preference for hard news 
and investigative reporting. So that was 
never really an issue. 

Arellano: When they got around to me, 
they asked, “What can we do to keep 
everyone here?” I said, “Just leave us 
alone. Let us maintain this paper the way 
it is. We have a great crew.” 


MUSICPOLITICSTHEATERFILMFOODARTCLUBS 
cae 
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The week after Swaim resigned, Rebecca 
Schoenkopf wrote a blistering farewell col- 
umn, published Feb. 1, 2007, and headlined 
“See You, Suckers!” 


Schoenkopf [from her final column]: There 
was you calling me a Jew, and you calling 
me a slut, and you calling me a “selfish 
little wimp.” There was you, screaming 
into my voicemail, “Rebecca Schoenkopf, 
you are nothing but a terrorist, you fuckin’ 
cunt!” and there was you saying, in what 
remains the best letter ever to Commie 
Girl, “Stick to writing your crap, and 

stop thinking you are an expert in any- 
thing other than pathetic, self-centered, 
pompous dumbasses like yourself. You 
will be forever doomed to writing your 
self-involved little bullshit columns 

on toilet-paper rolls in your cat-feces- 
infested motel room long after OC Weekly 
finally wakes up and fires you.” Joke’s on 
you, Mary from Rancho Santa Margarita, 
because I just quit. 


That same issue, those who remained 
published a full-page picture of Will and 
Heather with the title “Free Will” and the 
lyrics to the Clash song “Stay Free.” Within 
a few weeks, Griley, Ziegler, Wielenga, 
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Douglas and Lowery all followed, as well as 
interns, freelancers, and slices of the sales 
and production staffs. Most would be part 
of Swaim’s new paper, the District Weekly, 
which launched in April 2007. 


Schoenkopf: For all the Will-hate rotation 
stuff, he was a really good boss who made 


areally good place to work. I thought 

it was fucked up and quit in honor of 

his editorial autonomy, and I wrote that 
column. I made sure to give it to Patt 
[Buchanan, production manager] to get 

it on the presses without the new fuck- 
ing owners coming in and being all shitty 
about it. But they did see it and said, “We 
can’t run this; it’s terrible, terrible. Pull it.” 
And Beth Sestanovich, who was the pub- 
lisher of LA Weekly at the time, said, “Of 
course this can run; we’re not pulling it” 
and made sure it went to the printer. I was 
really happy she did that. 

Arellano: I’ll never forget Rebecca’s line: “I 
am not particularly interested in being the 
last rat off.” She was so dismissive of those 
of us who remained. But when it came out, 
there was a huge feeling in the newsroom 
like, “What the fuck? Commie Girl is leav- 
ing us? Oh, my God, the Weekly is dying.” 
Then everyone else started leaving. 

Schou: Every day, [it seemed] someone 
was leaving. In the morning, you’d have 
someone get up and say, “All right, it’s 
been nice working with everyone,” and at 
that point, you knew they’d decided they 
were going to work for Will, though it was 
never said publicly. 

Theo Douglas: Several of us were offered 
loyalty bonuses if we remained, I want to 
say, for the remainder of 2007. It was a 
sizable bonus, definitely something that 
made you think a little bit. But I thought 
joining the District was an interesting 


opportunity. I lived in Long Beach and 
had worked for the Press-Telegram, and I 
was intrigued to cover the city again. 

Dave Wielenga: When I worked at New 
Times LA, I had problems with the corpo- 
rate side. People in their leadership seemed 
to feel they had the right to say things to 
people they didn’t have to say. It was a very 
unfriendly environment. And we all had to 
do these interviews. I had known people 
at the Press-Telegram who had to resign 
and re-apply, and it’s such a horrible feel- 
ing. You either go into 
these things thinking 
youre going to answer 
questions in a way to save 
your job, or you don’t give 
a shit, but then you don’t 
project who you really 
are. Because we gave a 
shit, we cared a lot. My 
plan was to stay until 

it becomes intolerable. 
But then it appeared in 
another paper that I was 
going to be involved in 
the District. Andy [Van 
De Voorde, Voice Media 
Group executive editor] 
came in and kicked me 
out of the office. It was 
one of those put-your- 
stuff-in-a-cardboard-box 
kind of things and get out. 
Coker: It was chaos. I 
remember Andy flying 

in and putting a different 
staff member as editor 
for a week, and then 

that person would leave. 
Iremember we were planning our next 
issue, and the next day Steve left. 


Lowery and Douglas were the last to leave 
on March 9. 


Lowery: So I was like editor of the paper 
for a week, and then sent an email saying 
it was great and thanks a lot and took off. 
There was no hard feelings for the people 
who stayed. Everyone understood they 
had to do what they felt best for the career 
and family. 
Vickie Chang, intern, staff writer and web 
editor, 2006-2012: I was still in school and 
didn’t want to uproot myself. For a couple 
of issues, it was mostly just Matt and me. I 
don’t know where everyone else was, but I 
do remember writing a lot of stuff. 
Coker: [The new bosses] were understand- 
ably panicked. It seemed like everything 
was imploding, During those interviews 
with everybody, they kept asking me what 
my title meant, executive editor. I said, 
“I’m the editor of the film section, and I 
do this and I do that,” but they just kept 
asking me “What do you do?” I guess 
my answer wasn’t good enough, and I 
thought, “Holy shit, I’m going to get fired.” 
Scott Moxley actually called me one 
night and said, “Congratulations, they’re 
going to name you editor of OC Weekly 
tomorrow.” I said, “Really? No one’s said 
anything to me.” Next day, they announced 
Ted [B. Kissell] was editor. It just so hap- 


pened that day, I got offered a job in Sac- 
ramento. I figured I wouldn’t have a job 
much longer, and I better take this one. 
Lacey: The reality is that newspapers 
develop their own culture. It didn’t matter 
that [New Times] won every award there 
was to win in journalism or we knew how 
to put out a good newspaper. That doesn’t 
matter to the people on the ground work- 
ing for a paper that is being absorbed. 
There’s a lot of fear. And it is disruptive 
and disturbing. It doesn’t matter how 
good you are or how much better papers 
have become under your leadership. Peo- 
ple give in to their imagination. But they 
didn’t all walk away. There were a couple 
of arts writers who left; you can probably 
get a head count of the full-time people 
who left. [There were seven in editorial, 
more than half the staff.] 

Arellano: It came fast and furious. It was 
just me, Nick, Scott, Vickie, Tom [Child] 
and Matt. And Patty is on maternity leave. 
Everyone else was gone. And we were 
like, “What the fuck are we going to do?” 
But I think the news guys, we pulled 
together. We knew we had to present a 
unified front because we knew the New 
Times people were newspeople, and that’s 
what we were. We had to be carriers of 
the Weekly tradition. 

Moxley: My recollection was Will saying, 
“They’re not going to let you leave,” and 
that was true. 

Arellano: They gave us raises. They said 
we were horribly underpaid. I’m sure it 
was because we stayed but also partly 
“Let’s get you some fucking equitable 
wages here.” 

Moxley: All the people who we had 
worked with and cared about and were 
used to were suddenly gone, and we had 
to keep doing what we do in spite of the 
emotional trauma. 

Swaim: I wish I could say I had one 
single, simple, unified field theory of how 
everything worked then, but there were 
all kinds of mixed-up feelings—that’s the 
truth. There was a part of me that felt 
instantly liberated when I left, but also 
infinitely, deathlessly sad and lost. And 
I’m getting calls from all over the place, 
from people who wanted to turn it into 
an us-versus-them thing, like the evil 
New Times, they’re a bunch of neocons 
who tried to crush the wonderful Marxist 
Village Voice group, and here was a guy 
who said, “Fuck you.” That wasn’t true, 
nor was it true that I was, as someone 
from the new company put it, a hippie 
who couldn’t tolerate the bracing reali- 
ties of really free-swinging journalism. It 
was losing control; it was so much more 
embarrassing and simple and primitive 
and animal. 

I left with no idea what was going to 
happen next. I certainly thought of the 
idea of starting another paper. We’d talked 
about it for years, with The Village Voice 
people and LA Weekly people, that we 
should start a Long Beach paper. But I was 
interviewing all over the country. But then 
as people left, there seemed to be a certain 
momentum, a confidence that lightning 
could strike twice. And people started 


saying, “Let’s create this thing again.” So 
we started talking about the District. But 
starting a paper with no financial backing 
seemed like an amazing climb up the hill, 
and a part of me didn’t want to do it. 

But also, I didn’t want to see [OC 
Weekly] fail. At all. That was my biggest 
concern. I had considered this paper 
so necessary and in some ways a last- 
ing legacy to everybody who has ever 
worked there. I didn’t want it to go away, 
and frankly, it made me nervous when 
anybody would call me saying they were 
thinking [of leaving] or had left. I tried to 
make sure they understood that they had 
a regular paycheck and this is really risky. 
But in retrospect, I would say that guys at 
[Village Voice Media] should be absolutely 
fucking grateful in one respect: In a year 
and a half, they would have to slash pay- 
roll dramatically, and the people who had 
left made it that much easier for them. 


The District Weekly launched in April 
2007. Ellen Griley was the paper’s editor. It 
lasted three years before closing. 


Griley: There was some tension certainly, 
and then it got trumped up into really 
stupid stuff. I think it was more aggres- 
sion by our ad departments going at it 
with one another, but some of the ten- 
sion fed off already-existing energy, and 
a natural extension of that is when you 
have a rival paper, you come out swing- 
ing. And Gustavo, in particular, came out 
swinging against us. But in terms of the 
people who left and stayed, there was 
never any bad blood. 

Arellano: Their first issue had an ad mak- 
ing fun of us—ocweakly.com. Even Will 
apologized to me over that one. 


After Lowery left, Joe Donnelly was named 
interim editor. He was offered the full-time 
job, but Donnelly, then deputy editor at LA 
Weekly, opted to stay in Los Angeles. 


Joe Donnelly: I don’t know if there’s any 
good guys or bad guys; there’s just what 
happened. It felt a little less like chaos 
than the atmosphere wasn’t particularly 
upbeat, kind of like a slow letting the air 
out of the tires. Having said that, though, 
everyone who was there were total pros. 
I didn’t meet a jaded person. They might 
have been on the inside, but they were 
totally into what they were doing and 
believed in their community. The OC 
Weekly was kind of founded on an under- 
dog and defiant stance, and I think that 
posture helped it to carry through some 
tough times. 


Patrice Wirth Marsters, who had been on 
maternity leave, returned in March. 


Patrice Wirth Marsters: It was very som- 
ber and sad. It was a scary time. I didn’t 
feel safe; I don’t know if anyone else did 
either. So many voices for the paper were 
gone, and the people they were bringing 
in didn’t seem very experienced—that was 
worrisome. I now had a corporate over- 
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lord, which I had never had before, a guy 
in Ohio I answered to. He actually came 
to visit a couple of times. The first time, 
he was flabbergasted there was nothing 
written out for my job description. “How 
can you not have a job description? We’re 
going to get you one.” I didn’t want one. 
Isn’t that the whole point of working for 
an alternative paper: to be alternative? 


In late March, Ted B. Kissell, who had 
worked at the Miami New Times and 
New Times Broward-Palm Beach and had 
been a senior editor at the Ventura County 
Star, was named editor. His first issue was 
March 29. 


Arellano: Those of us who remained were 
committed, but morale was hell. Then, 
just as it’s announced we're getting a new 
guy, Coker said, “I’m leaving,” but no one 
held it against him. He should have been 
the editor. 

Schou: Ted had a much different leader- 
ship style and personality than Will. And 
he was an outsider who had a lot of catch- 
ing up to do and a very difficult job, obvi- 
ously. I think he really relied on people 
who had been there for advice on certain 
issues, but then increasingly, he wanted to 
put his own stamp of authority on things. 
Moxley: Ted is a very smart guy. I think 
he’s got a good heart, but I’m not sure he 
was suited for an alt-weekly power role 
where you have to be fearless. Because 
you're going to get disrespected and take 
minority opinions, and you have to be 
willing to stand up for that. 

Marsters: He was more concerned about 
what corporate would think and what 
corporate wanted—that’s the universe he 
came from. I do know a lot of people were 
frustrated with him and the way things 
were going, and to some degree, I think he 
was frustrated, too. I just don’t think the 
Weekly was ever a good fit for him. I think 
[corporate] wanted to hire someone who 
wasn’t already here, someone who under- 
stood the New Times structure to get us 
all on that structure. 

Amanda Parsons, intern, editorial assistant 
and contributor, 2005-current: The shake- 
up was a blessing and a curse. A blessing 
because it gave me an opening to get hired 
full-time, but a curse in that a lot of really 
good people who formed the paper and 
set it up for greatness left. It was really 
unfortunate for the community to lose 

all that institutional knowledge. The new 
writers had to start from square one, 
which was an unfortunate brain-drain 
that reduced the quality of the reporting 
and the paper itself. 

Tom Child, calendar editor, 2006-2008: It 
was definitely a different environment— 
more tense. It became more of a job, and 
there wasn’t as much of a sense of fun. I 
feel like people really felt under the gun, 
struggling to find a direction and a tone. 
The people that had remained from the 
previous regime, there was always a little 


bit of tension there. They were used to 
doing things a certain way, and it wasn’t 
it the way that New Times wanted it 
done anymore. 

Erin DeWitt, intern, clubs editor and calen- 
dar editor, 2007-2014: People were scram- 
bling; things were weird. People were 
trying to figure out how to put a paper 
out, but like Patty said, “We’ve always 

put out a paper, and we'll get through 
this.” Patty is the glue. She is the one who 
makes sure that everything gets done. She 
basically runs the entire ship. Yet, even in 
the hard times, it was still such an amaz- 
ing place. I definitely think your workload 
was creative and different and alternative, 
which kept things interesting, but really it 
was the people you sat next to who would 
make inappropriate comments and crack 
jokes and play music. It was like hanging 
out with your friends the whole day. 
Chang: I think Ted was much more of a 
careful editor. There definitely wasn’t a 
whole lot of wave-making or earth-shak- 
ing or whatever you want to call it under 
him. I thought a lot of the staff missed the 
days of ruffling feathers in Orange County. 


Former music editor Rich Kane rejoined 
the paper, now as managing editor, in 
August 2007. 


Rich Kane: When I got back, there was a 
sign on the window that said, “Welcome 
back, Rich.” That was cool. I [sensed a 
difference in how things were run], but 
not as much as some people might have. 
Vd heard the horror stories about New 
Times. That they were very controlling 
and fanatical about certain things, but 
sometimes in a good way. Ted was mostly 
okay to get along with. There were a cou- 
ple of times when he became a screamer 
and yeller, and that was off-putting 
because the history of the paper has never 
been one of those type of management 
situations. But it was kind of difficult for 
me. I was middle management. I had to 
appease Ted, who I had just met. And it 
was the first time he’d ever helmed his 
own paper, so he had a lot of stress, not 
just on that issue, but also from corporate. 
On the other hand, I had to work with 
people I’d already worked with and with 
new writers who didn’t know Orange 
County, so I had to show them the ropes. 


Village Voice Media swiftly began hiring 
to fill in the holes on the staff: Some were 
former Weeklings, such as DeWitt and 
Chang. Others—such as staff writers Luke 
Y. Thompson, Derek Olson and Daffodil 
Altan; music editor Dave Segal; and web 
editor Janine Kahn—were new to Orange 
County. After the dust had settled, the 
Weekly’s staff box was bigger than ever. 
But the newcomers struggled to find their 
voice in an institution. 


Luke Thompson, staff writer, 2007-2008: 
It was tough with Ted not being from 
Orange County. I think if I had an edi- 
tor who was local to the area, there may 
have been more of a mentorship. But the 
chaotic situation led to there not being a 


whole lot of guidance for me. Everyone 
was so busy that they didn’t really want 
to mentor anyone new. I would get very 
vague guidance, but not a whole lot. 

Dave Segal, music editor, 2007-2008: I had 
come from The Stranger and didn’t know 
anyone. So I was dropped into alien terri- 
tory and had to make sense of it. It seemed 
like a nuclear war had hit, so that kind 

of led to pressure to match up to what 
preceded you. It had been a real funny, 
sharp-witted staff, and now we’ve got all 
these new people, including me, who had 
big shoes to fill, and I just tried to make 
my section as great as I could while I was 
there. It was very businesslike. People 
were grinding hard: the news guys like 
Moxley, Nick and Gustavo, and the new 
writers like [Daffodil Altan] were super- 
aggressive and really getting the dirt into 
what was going on. I really respected that. 
But people were shaken up and putting 
their heads down and doing their jobs. 
Daffodil Altan, staff writer, 2007-2009: I 
knew there had been this exodus and all 
this drama around the old history, but I 
felt like I was walking into a new history 
and didn’t want to get too involved [in 
any politics]. And it was great working 
with the people who were still there. It 
was fantastic. I really only left because my 
husband got a Fulbright Scholarship and 
we moved out of the country. Otherwise, 


I would have stayed. Ted inherited a lot 
of that history, and I think he did the best 
he could to steer the paper in some of the 
same directions to keep the loyal audi- 
ence, but he also tried to do some new and 
experimental things. It was a lot to ask of 
him, and I think he did a great job. 

I’d say my most memorable story is one 
we did on the Orange County swing scene. 
It led me down this rabbit hole to one 
of the country’s pre-eminent clubs that 
had developed a lot of the rules around 
“The Lifestyle” that have been adopted. I 
learned a lot about that universe and how 
conservative counties kind of have roaring 
swing communities. We had left out any 
identifying details because it was kind of a 
secret society, and then the Register took 
our story, decided to find where it was and 
tried to pin a different angle on it, as if it 
were scandalous. That led to it being shut 
down because of some fire code thing. 

But it was really harmless. Most were 
older married people, mostly white. Not a 
young, diverse sex scene at all. 
Janine Kahn, web editor, 2007-2008: On 
my first day, I came into [Kissell’s] office, 
and I was like, “Hey, where is the web 
team?” And he said, “You’re it.” We didn’t 
have anything [established online.] So we 
launched Heard Mentality and the Navel 
Gazing blog, which Ted named because 
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he liked puns. A lot of the stuff we still 
have now. I know we doubled the traf- 

fic in a year on zero dollars, and the blog 
won an LA Press Club award, so I think it 
was well-received. 


With a new staff in tow, the Weekly 
trudged on. They welcomed back original 
staffer Coker in July 2008, who had edited 
an alternative weekly in Sacramento since 
departing in 2007. 


Coker: One of the reasons the [Sacra- 
mento] guy hired me is he loved the 
Weekly, and he said, “Make us more like 
the Weekly.” But after my first year was 
up, I was fired, and he said it was because 
Thad made it too much like the Weekly. I 
had originally applied to be the [OC Week- 
ly’s] web editor, since I was unemployed 
at the time. But Ted offered me the staff 
writer position. What I didn’t know is I 
was being hired to replace two guys. 


In October 2008, the bottom fell out of the 
American economy, further weakening an 
already-battered newspaper industry that 
was hemorrhaging from the rapid prolifera- 
tion of the Internet, particularly the loss of 
classified advertising to Craigslist. 


Swaim: At the time I left in 2007, the big 
shift [toward the Internet] was under 
way, so the industry is just getting the 

shit pounded out of it, then the next year, 
there’s a huge economic downturn. I had 
somebody walk up to me in 2009 and say, 
“Wow, the Weekly’s falling apart without 
you.” And I said, “The Weekly would have 
fallen apart with me. It’s horrible for the 
industry. No one’s getting out of looking 
like we did.” We started the paper when 
the economy was getting a lift in 1994 

and 1995. There was no social media, no 
Facebook, no blogs to speak of, not a lot of 
websites. If you wanted to reach this audi- 
ence, we had a lock on it. 

Lacey: The economy had changed because 
of the Web. You had an explosion of plat- 
forms on which people could spend their 
time and their money on advertising, 
without an explosion of retail advertising. 


Another round of layoffs occurred in late 
2008, mostly in sales. But editorial got hit, too. 


Arellano: It was already weird, but then 
Vickie, Nate [Jackson, clubs editor] and 
Rich were all laid off the same day. Boom. 
That sucked. I remember feeling really 
bad for Rich. He was more relaxed than 
me. I was like, “Oh, my God, you’re one of 
the O.G.s, and now you’re leaving.” 

Kane: When I got fired the second time, 
I just perceived that to be business, 
nothing personal. 


From 23 full- and part-time ad positions 
in May 2008, there were 12 by February 
2009, and the page count dropped from 
80 to 64. The paper’s physical look was 


also different; it was about half an inch 
shorter lengthwise. 


Spencer Kornhaber, editorial fellow and 
staff writer, 2009-2010: A couple of days 
before I started the job, Ted called me 
and said, “You know, I just wanted to let 
you know that in case you hear some gal- 
lows humor around here, I just had to 

lay off five people.” He was right to warn 
me about the mood in the office because 
people were not in the best spirits. But 
there was this in-this-together feeling and 
that you’re still doing cool work and mak- 
ing a difference. So I came to enjoy the 
embattled mentality. 


The economic downturn meant a change in 
venue for the paper in early 2009. 


Arellano: Then we were forced to move 
from the Santa Ana office. There had been 
an earthquake, and you could see the 
building wasn’t safe. But we moved to the 
office park next to our first office, and that 
was complete regression, demoralizing. 
All that said, we had to keep working. I 
wasn’t going to go anywhere. 


Nor was Moxley. Throughout the chaos, 
Moxley kept digging into Carona. His 
work eventually got “America’s Sheriff” 
indicted in the fall of 2007. Moxley kept 
his focus during the trial, writing cover 
stories and blog posts to set the table on 
any Carona coverage. 


Sach 


Ny TEVGUNS 


Moxley: All the crap from all the reporters, 
the TV, the LA people, who were so hot on 
their agency for all their tips, and when he 
was arrested? The hush, right? Even [Reg- 
ister columnist Frank] Mickadeit turned 
to me one day and went, “You nailed this 
way before anyone else.” I spent a long 
time working on that one. 

Lacey: [Moxley’s coverage] didn’t play a 
big part. It was the part. Those guys really 
raised hell. 


Carona was convicted in early 2009. 


Mike Schroeder, campaign manager for 
OC District Attorney Tony Rackauckas and 
Carona: I think they needed to cover 
everything that happened. The one 


point I disagreed with them on is that 
[Carona] was acquitted of all the cor- 
ruption charges, and the stories didn’t 
always make that clear. But there clearly 
was corrupt behavior going on with 
[assistant sheriffs] Haid] and Jaramillo. 
That is not a matter of opinion. And so 
it was clearly something that needed to 
be reported on and cleaned up, and the 
Weekly gets credit for breaking the story. 
Simple as that. 

Arellano: I remember when Carona was 
finally convicted. That was fun; that 

was a crazy day. We celebrated during 
our staff meeting. Ted brought out some 
tequila and toasted to Scott—best thing 
he ever did. 


Barack Obama’s election in 2008 sparked 
the birth of the Tea Party, and Orange 


County was a major staging area for its rise. 


Kornhaber: The one that stands out for me 
was my story on Orly Taitz, who was the 
big queen of the Birthers movement, the 
people claiming Obama faked his birth 
certificate. She was this really bizarre 
woman, and shortly after we put her on 
the cover [in June 2009], she got on The 
Colbert Report and the TV networks. 
Orange County was the center of the 
wacko national freak-out about Obama, 
and it was cool to cover the beginning of 
the Tea Party and all that. 


LAGUNA NIGUEL DENTIST 
ORLY TAITZ HAS BECOME THE : 


MOST CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE 
IN THE EFFORT TO PROVE THAT 
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA 


As an indicator of the rising importance 

of the Weekly’s blogs, Moxley broke a 
story in July on Navel Gazing about Yorba 
Linda assemblyman Mike Duvall, which he 
recapped in the 2009 year-in-review issue. 


Moxley [from his article]: Duvall appar- 
ently had no idea his dais microphone 
became live beginning about a minute 
before the start of a cable-televised com- 
mittee hearing as he detailed an ongoing 
extramarital affair [with a lobbyist whose 
client had business before a committee 

he sat on]. The married father of two 
mentioned his mistress’ unmentionables 
(“little eye-patch underwear”), how often 
they had made love (“a lot!”), how much 
he enjoys spanking her (“Yeah, I like it”), 
what he told her about why he spanked 
her (“Because you're such a bad girl!”) 
and other intimate details (“She’s all, ‘I am 
going up and down the stairs, and you’re 
dripping out of me!’ So messy!”). The last 
line quickly became part of colorful Sac- 
ramento political lore, and Duvall put up a 
defiant front the night the story broke. But 
he resigned from office the next day, after 
those who’d been his most ardent sup- 
porters demanded he do so. 


The Weekly has covered the medical- 

marijuana industry and efforts to legalize 

the drug consistantly. With Proposition 19 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 78 
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(a.k.a. the Regulate, Control & Tax Can- 
nabis Act) on the November 2010 ballot, 
it became a particularly busy year for the 
paper’s resident pot professor. 


Arellano: Nick has owned medical-mar- 
ijuana coverage for 20 years, going back 
to the days of Proposition 215 [a.k.a. the 
Compassionate Use Act] and [medical- 
marijuana pioneer] Marvin Chavez. He’d 
been doing some of the pioneering stuff 
with Prop. 215, but he was now doing all 
sorts of stories, from tagging along with 
guys who did pot-delivery services to all 
sorts of, um, interesting people. 


While the blogs saw an almost-endless 
parade of stories written in the old 
Weekly style, from Moxley’s Criminal of 
the Week! column to Coker’s trademark 
humor to a series by Arellano called 
Profiles In OC Pioneers Who Were Klan 
Members, the paper edition started 
becoming something else. 


Arellano: As we’re starting to post more 
and more stuff online, we’re still dealing 
with a short-handed staff. So we had to 
start running more universal features, 


which were cover stories from our sister 
papers that had nothing to do with OC. 
Man, we all hated that. And unlike Will, 
who wrote all the time, Ted rarely wrote. 
And with no managing editor and down to 
just five staffers writing, what else could 
we do? 
Marsters: I remember one time when Ted 
was on vacation in Colombia [in August 
2010], and he was unreachable for a lot of 
that time. We were supposed to get a story 
from LA Weekly, and it never showed up. I 
called the editor there, and he said, “We’re 
not running that story.” I think my heart 
stopped. How could up I fuck up this 
badly? It was a Thursday, and I’m asking 
people what can we do, but nobody had 
anything. Andrea [Adams, layout editor] 
and I started brainstorming, and the U.S. 
Open of Surfing was coming up, and her 
brother went to school with Brett Simp- 
son, who’d won the year before. 

Well, we had an intern, Josh Cain, 
who had done some sportswriting, so 
I asked him to write the cover story on 
Simpson—which was pretty much a 
no-no. Under Ted, interns just did not 
write cover stories. Josh wrote and [pho- 
tographer John Gilhooley] got a great 
shot of Simpson, and we all breathed a 
sigh of relief. The weekend after it came 
out, [Simpson] won [the U.S. Open], and 
he was on the winner’s podium holding 


Huntington Beach native Brett Simpson 


to rej 


at the US. Open of Surfing 
PLUS: SIX MORE LOCALS TO ROOT FOR 


t last year’s win 


OC Weekly, and it was all over the news. 
And I felt this huge sense of victory: We 
pulled it out—yes! 

When Ted came back, he said we 
should have gone with [a book excerpt 
corporate sent to all the papers]. I was 
[deflated]. I thought we had done this 
really great job. Later, when Josh was 
leaving [to go back to college], Ted told 
him, “You know, in all my years at the 
Weekly, we have never had an intern 
write a cover story.” And I remember 
thinking—and might have said it out 
loud—‘All your years? How many was 
that? Three?” 

If Ted didn’t like something someone 
suggested, he would say, “This is my 
paper, damn it.” But no. It was mine, too. 
And Gustavo’s and Nick’s and Matt’s and 
everyone’s. We’re all here. 


On Sept. 2, 2010, the Weekly celebrated its 
15th anniversary with a regular issue. 


Arellano: It was slapdash, listicle 
bullshit. Compare it to other anniver- 
sary issues, and it’s just tired and going 
through the motions. 

Schou: Morale had plummeted to an all- 
time low. 

Mark Petracca, UC Irvine professor and for- 
mer Weekly contributor: I think there have 
been different times since Will left when 
the paper has been better, and there have 
been times when it’s been not-so-good. 


A month later, Arellano would be promoted 
to managing editor. 


Arellano: I kind of hated being there at 
the time. But I wasn’t going anywhere— 
this paper meant too much to me. But 
when we got word that we could hire a 
managing editor, I wanted it. I thought 
at the very least, I could help some of the 
newer writers slog through the mess that 
we'd become. 

This was around the time that Scott 
walks into a staff meeting and says, “I 
have the diaries of Don Haidl.” There’s 
this buzz in the room. Scott’s all gleeful, 
and rightfully so. Ted just gets a smirk 
and says, “Are they verified?” You could 
tell Scott is offended. He ruled the 
Haidl case, and everybody is shocked. 
In my mind, everyone’s thinking, “Ted, 
you’re questioning Moxley? Who got 
these idiots in jail years before you 
came around?” The mood in the room 
just dropped. 


Ted B. Kissell politely declined to contrib- 
ute to this story. But in the 2007 year-in- 
review issue, he wrote a column reflecting 
on his first year: “At a meeting of the 
Orange County Press Club in November, 
[I was asked] what it was like to succeed 
the founding editor of the Weekly. .. . I 
don’t waste time thinking about filling 
shoes or standing on shoulders. I’m too 
busy standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
the talented writers, editors and artists 
in this newsroom; championing truth, 
beauty and weirdness; and battling greed, 
sleaze and banality.” 
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Andi 
Quote... 


RANDOM THINGS FAMOUS 
PEOPLE HAVE SAID ABOUT US! 


Ww: could fill a whole issue with 
valentines and nastiness written 
about us, but we've only gota rail. The 
following are just some of the many things 


famous people and publications have said 
about us over the years. 


“A paper for fags and communists.” 
—Anonymous Republican staffer, printed 
in the Weekly $ first-anniversary issue 


“That paper is Satan's instrument. That 
is an evil paper spreading infected bodily 
fluids all over this county.” —Former 
U.S. Congressman Bob Dornan 


“The bottom line is you help keep us 
honest and help keep the debate going, 
and I’m a First Amendment guy. | swore 
to uphold the Constitution, and the First 
Amendment says truth comes from 
vigorous debate, and you contribute to 
that vigorous debate, and it would be a 
lot less vigorous if you weren't around.” 
—U.S. District Court Judge Andy Guilford 


“It's fiction. It's possible to put LA and 
New York together, but you can’t offer 
Orange County as a market unto itself.” 
— Robert E. Kehoe, media consultant, to 
The New York Times in 1996 


“When is the last major political scan- 
dal in Orange County that was broken 
by the Times or the Register? | can’t 
remember one. But think of any of the 
major ones, and the Weekly broke 
them.” —Mike Schroeder, campaign 
manager for Orange County District 
Attorney Tony Rackauckas and former 
sheriff Mike Carona 


“Sleazy, sexploitation stamp tabloid.” 
— Former Irvine mayor Larry Agran 


“I subscribe to OC Weekly, and | read it 
all the time, but you have to know that 
some stuff is not true, and I've experi- 
enced ita little bit.” — Rachel Bilson, 
former star of The 0.C. 


“Thank you for the inquiry, but I'm afraid 
Representative Rohrabacher will not 
respond to the OC Weeklys inquiries 
until your publication corrects and apolo- 
gizes for the multiple falsehoods it has 
published about him.” —Ken Grubbs, 
press secretary for Dana Rohrabacher, 
responding to our request to interview 
the U.S. Congressman for this issue 
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reetings, Orange Countianos! It is 
da I, your Commie Girl, returned to 
you for one week only! “OH, MY 

GOD,” you wheezed if you are old, and 
then you busted a nut (gross). “Um, who?” 
you are sneering if you’re a millennial, and 
you are sneering it real snotty-like because 
your “pal” baby boomer parents never 
taught you to RESPECT YOUR ELDERS 
AND PRETTIERS. 

Here’s who I am, PUNK: I ran this joint 
back in the day—yes, I did; ask anyone 
as long as that anyone’s me—when there 
was no Internet and no political assfuck- 
ing blogs for freedom, and all of Orange 
County hung on my every column about 
whether or not I had syphilis. 
March 2007? Why, what happened in 
March 2007, you are probably asking 
because you forgot to read Joel Beers’ 
30,000-word screed (I am assuming it is a 
screed) on the fascinating inside story of 
OC Weekly through the years, which prob- 
ably isn’t even that fascinating honestly—I 
mean, where are the drugs and the fuck- 
ings? (Okay, I maybe fucked some people.) 

The answer to your dumb question, 
dummies, is March 2007 is when I left 
you, I am pretty sure. Honestly, you prob- 
ably could have gotten that from context, 
if you were smarter and less dumb. Well, 
the answer to my stupid question is 
“Many important things have happened 
in the world since March 2007. For one 
thing, we stopped electing Bushes to 
the White House—sorry, Mister ;Jeb!— 
and got some foreign communist black 
guy who was never even born in there 
instead.” Works for me! :D 

Another thing that happened since 
March 2007 (I think) is someone invented 
emoticons. Back in my day, when Commie 
Girl was the most popular column in the 
Village Voice Media chain, and the Village 
Voice Media chain was owned by Village 
Voice Media, we had to actually type out 
“happyface” and “sadface” and “crazy- 
whatthefuckfaceface.” HOW DID WE 
EVEN LIVE!!?! 

So, like I was saying, many important 
things have happened. One of them was: 
I left Orange County. You guys, I live in 
Montana now. WHAT? I know. But Mis- 
soula is a college town, so nobody has 
even keyed my car or murdered me for 


Hello. 
Gorgeous! 


WHAT OUR COMMIE GIRL HAS BEEN UP TO 
(MARRIAGE! BABY! WONKETTE!) 
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driving a Prius with California plates and 
an “I Heart Obamacare” sticker on the 
back, although some big dumb asshole did 
tell me I was “stupid,” and then my hus- 
band puffed his chest out real manly-like 
and yelled at the guy for yelling at me, and 
then I had to have sex with him (“him” = 
my husband, please and thank you). 

Also, because it’s a college town, 
there’s like at least three black guys you 
might see walking around, even though 
“Montana.” (It is very VERY white 
here—even the guys who come to cut 
your lawn are all white dudes, which is 
very confusing. And when every- 
one was pregnant here at the 
same time about two months 
ago, I kept worrying they 
were all pregnant for Jesus 
and the master race. And 
maybe they were! But 


(EWEEKLY 


I wasn’t. I was pregnant two months 
ago because I forgot how sperms work, 
apparently, and now I have a 2-month- 
old baby even though I am 42 years old; 
it is like I am Madonna or something— 
COME ON, VOGUE.) 

You know another thing about Mon- 
tana? We can water our lawns, which 
leads to a lot of loud fretting (by me) 
about how NOT SURE IF YOU KNOW 
THIS, BUT IT IS VERY WASTEFUL 
TO WATER OUR LAWN DURING 
THE DAY, and MAYBE WE SHOULD 
NOT WATER OUR LAWN FOR TWO 
HOURS AT A TIME, OH, MY 
GOD, and OH, MY GOD, 
WHAT IS WRONG WITH 
YOU, WE ARE ALL 

GOING TO DIIITIIIE! 
You know ANOTHER 


another thing about Mon- 


tana? Our rent is $1,295 per month for a 
three-bedroom house in a sweet part of 
town on acorner lot with, like, 12 maple 
trees. You know when my rent in South- 
ern California was last less than $1,300? 
Well, my small buttercup of a son was 8, 
and we lived in Long Beach, and people 
murdered one another on our street, 
which is why we moved to Santa Ana, 
where it was safe. My small buttercup of a 
son is married now—that is how long ago 
that was. And I’M married now, which, 
who would have ever seen THAT com- 
ing? (You, if you read three paragraphs 
or so ago when I talked about sexing 

my husband.) Anyway (math)), that was 
2002, which (math again!) is at least nine 
years ago, I am pretty sure maybe. 

So what I am saying is, come out to 
Montana! Especially if you are a person of 
color because I MISS YOU. I can’t guaran- 
tee the Montanans will not put you in jail 
all the time, so maybe just stay in our little 
liberal oasis of Missoula and don’t take 
any Sunday drives. :( 

Man, those emoticons come in handy, 
don’t they? 

So that’s what has been up in my life: 
married, baby, Montana, cool black presi- 
dent guy, bought a political assfucking 
blog for freedom. But what about you? 
Loretta Sanchez still sending out slutty 
Christmas cards? [Yes.] Your slutty hot- 
daddy sheriff still in jail? Are your desic- 
cated lawns being set ablaze by sparks 
from the Disneyland fireworks nightly? 
What’s Disney’s latest epidemic? Is it 
spreading scarlet fever yet? 

So what you’re saying is times are swell! 
Iam very glad to hear it! You will always 
have a place in my heart, or at least a few 
times a year when I hear some news about 
you and remember, like, oh yeah, those 
guys! Hope they’re good, whatever. And 
then I remember your 405 or your 55 or 
your 5 or your 1 million and five, and I 
shake my damn head ruefully, and I laugh 
and laugh. With love! 

Leave your dried-up, burning state 
behind. Come on out to Montana, dear ones. 
We’ve got terrific conservation laws here, 
for real, so I promise you: The water’s fine. 


Rebecca Schoenkopf is publisher and editrix 
of wonkette.com. She used to work here for, 
like, 12 years—my God! 
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As the Weekly began the fourth part of 

its 20-year history, times were tough. The 
dual forces of the Internet and the Great 
Recession, which were beginning to eviscer- 
ate nearly every print-based publication, 
were keenly felt. The staff had never been 
trimmer. The page count had never been 
smaller. Morale had never been lower. But 
those who were there, as well as those who 
joined, remained committed to document- 
ing stories that reflected and praised, cas- 
tigated and satirized the county they were 
in. And though things would become even 
more tumultuous over the next year, a page 
was about to be turned.... 


Matt Coker: I didn’t have the big problem 
with Ted that everyone did. Maybe the 
biggest thing is that it always seemed he 
said no to every story I pitched: “No, no, 
no.” It was like you had to change the edi- 
tor’s mind. Obviously, he said yes to some 
things, but that’s what it felt like to me. 
Chasen Marshall, staff writer, 2010-2011: 
You would hear about some hard feelings, 
but I wasn’t there long enough to build 
the relationships to know what was going 
on. But I absolutely felt as if I were part 
of the team. It was always fun hearing 

the stories they were pursuing. Moxley 

is a beast unto himself. You would never 
know what he was working on, and all of a 
sudden, he’d lay this 1,000-word editorial 
down that you knew was going to get peo- 
ple upset and do exactly what the Weekly 
was trying to do. I learned a lot from those 
guys. They were all fantastic editors. I felt 
they made me a better writer, and at the 
end of the day, that’s all you’re looking for. 
Lilledeshan Bose, music editor, 2010-2012: 
Icame on right when blogs were getting 
really huge everywhere. There hadn’t 
been as much of a focus on the music blog 
before me, and music editors had to deal 
mostly with print. But now every blog 
had a quota of hits to make, and that was 
a challenge trying to figure out which 
stories would get the most hits. But it was 
also good because it made the competitive 
spirit rise to the occasion. We wanted to 


get our stories up first so people would 
read them first. I remember I was driving 
when I heard on the radio that Whitney 
Houston had died. I stopped on the side 
of the road and wrote something on my 
phone just to get it up there. The blog was 
good, not just in terms of engaging readers 
through comments, but there were a lot 
more things they could find out—things 


that weren’t big enough for an entire 
article or a local angle on something hap- 
pening nationally. 

The story I liked the most working on 
was a Bradley Nowell retrospective we 
did in 2011. It was a cover story that Vickie 
Chang worked with me on. The 15th anni- 
versary of his death was coming up, and 
we really wanted to do a cover on him. 


* Can You Hanitte the Dir Feud’ * A Mardihe Cracker 
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Vickie Chang: She manned the print por- 
tion, and I helped with the digital portion 
for an overall package. 
Bose: I think a lot of people who didn’t 
grow up with Sublime underestimate how 
much he meant to Orange County and 
Long Beach. We thought it would be awe- 
some if we could just have everyone who 
knew him talk about their memories of 
him. The anniversary was in May, and two 
times before then—as far back as March— 
Thad pitched a cover story to Ted. Both 
times, he said no. But he was fine with it 
being a regular music feature. Then, about 
a week before the [anniversary date], Vickie 
mentioned it was too bad it wasn’t going to 
be on the cover. And he asked, “Why isn’t it 
going to be on the cover?” And I said I had 
pitched it twice. And he said something 
like, “Well, why didn’t you push harder?” 
Anyway, he changed his mind, and 
we did put it on the cover, even though I 
only had three days to do it, and I wanted 
to die because it was so much work. But 
everybody wanted to talk about him 
because they missed him—No Doubt, 
Slightly Stoopid, his wife, everybody. And 
it turned out to be one of the best things 
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we ever worked on. So many hits. 

Chang: When the cover hit the stands, 
people were scrambling to collect it. Fans 
scattered copies of it on his grave. 

Bose: There were even people selling it 
on eBay. 


In July 2011, Kelly Thomas, a homeless, 
mentally ill man, was beaten to death by 
six Fullerton police officers. The story made 
international headlines, and even though 
the Weekly didn’t break it, the paper cov- 
ered the hell out of it thanks to editorial 


fellow Marisa Gerber, clubs editor Brandon 


Ferguson, Coker and R. Scott Moxley. The 
Weekly had long made a name for itself 
covering police brutality and corrupt cops— 
in fact, the 2003 Scariest People issue was 
devoted to OC’s 31 scariest cops at the time. 


Marisa Gerber, editorial fellow, 2011: I 

don’t think I would be at the [Los Angeles 
Times] today if not for the people who 
helped me at the Weekly. The opportunity 
to cover stories like Kelly Thomas and to 
be treated from day one as if I were on par 
with reporters like Nick and Scott, who I 
certainly wasn’t on par with, was profes- 
sionally the best decision I ever made. 
Ted was the one who put me on the Kelly 
Thomas story. He said, “This is a national 
story; don’t mess it up.” I really appreci- 
ated that he trusted me enough to let me 
work on that story. 

Ron Thomas, father of Kelly Thomas: 
You guys never took sides, and you 
covered everything. Some of it was not 
favorable to me, and that’s okay because 
that’s journalism. But you guys don’t hold 
back. You’re not accountable to anybody. 
You’re free to say what you want, no mat- 
ter the politics involved. And that’s why 
you're appreciated. 

Nick Schou: It never ceases to amaze me 
how in the age of cellphone cameras, how 
many people are shocked about police bru- 
tality. It’s really always been there and just 
hasn’t been well-reported on, and I think 
people hadn’t been outraged by it because 
they didn’t have the visual. It’s hard to not 
be cynical when you see what happens 


with Kelly Thomas, for example, because 
Thad written about police brutality and 
excessive-force cases resulting in death 
and people arrested and terrible atrocities 
that were taking place. We always thought 
the only way that a jury would ever con- 
vict a cop is if the victim were white, rich, 
handcuffed and unconscious and if it were 
on video. And yet, with Kelly Thomas, the 
whole thing was on video, the guy didn’t 
commit any crime, and he’s white, on 

top of everything else. He fit the bill for 
that one type of candidate, except he was 
mentally ill and homeless. Obviously, that 
is what got him beaten so hard he died. It 
just proved the point that an OC jury will 
acquit any cop, regardless. 


The Thomas affair was also the beginning 
of the end for an editor. 


Gustavo Arellano: Tony Bushala [who ran 
the blog Friends for Fullerton’s Future] 
broke that story. That was all him. But we 
did great work on it. We were the second 
outlet to run the photo [of Thomas’ bat- 
tered face, which quickly went viral], and I 
remember Vickie said we should put it on 
the cover. I thought it was a great idea, but 
Ted said no. I can’t remember his objec- 
tion, but he did not like sexual or violent 
images. But imagine the frickin’ impact it 
would have had? Will would have done it 
ina heartbeat. I would have done it. But 
Ted said no. And I’m thinking, “Fuck, man. 
What the hell is going on?” That, in my 
mind, was the turning point when he lost 
us. It’s not something he did. It’s some- 
thing he didn’t do. 


Discontent in the newsroom—particularly 
from Arellano, Moxley and Schou—contin- 
ued to build until a staff meeting in October. 


R. Scott Moxley: We’re sitting in the con- 
ference room, and out of the blue, Ted 
says, “I want you news guys to give me all 
your confidential sources, their telephone 
numbers, their addresses, their cell num- 
bers, their office numbers.” And if you 
know me at all, I have FBI agents, federal 
judges, prosecutors. I’ve got confidential 
sources—could you imagine? I said, “Okay, 
let me play this out. You’re going to call 

a federal judge, and you’re going to say 
what? ‘Hi, I’m Ted Kissell?’ And he’s going 
to go, ‘Who the fuck are you, and how did 
you get my number?’ You're going to call 
FBI agent so and so? ‘Who the fuck are 
you?” It was a ridiculous request. 

I get home, and he writes me an email, 
and it says, “Because you were the most”— 
whatever word he used—“you were the 
biggest asshole, you’re going to give all of 
them to me first ... and Nick, you’re next 
tomorrow morning.” Dude, can you imag- 
ine the email I wrote back? I can tell you 
right now it had so many cuss words and 
“f-you”s in it. I was furious. Think about 
the relationships I developed. To have a 
confidential source called by your boss 
whom they don’t know, not even know 
your name? You're dead in the water; 
they’re going to say to you, “Dude, I gave 
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you my home number, and you’re going to 
give it to this dickwit?” 

Patrice Wirth Marsters: He even asked me. I 
don’t really write anything, but he wanted 
a list of sources and agencies I contact. 
What did he mean, my sources? The phone 
number for the guy at the Associated Press 
who I sometimes called to verify how 
we're spelling something? Come on! 
Arellano: I go into my office, and Ted 
comes in and says, “You’ve got to get 
them on my side. You’re not one of them 
anymore.” And in my mind, I’m thinking, 
“Who the fuck are you to tell me I’m not 


one of them? Sure, I have the title of man- 
aging editor, but we were here long before 
you, and you don’t know the sacrifices we 
had to do to keep the paper up as much as 
we had.” Then he walked out, and he was 
mad. First time he ever got really mad at 
me. A few weeks later, Ted resigns. And, 
holy fuck, I’m the editor of OC Weekly. 


From sarcastic letter-writer with no experi- 
ence in journalism to editor in chief, Arel- 
lano’s trajectory was complete. 


Luke Y. Thompson: Gustavo’s morale is 
always high. I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
him low about anything. 

Victor Infante: I think [the paper has] 
managed to somehow hold onto its soul, 


and I credit Gustavo and Matt. Because 
that was something really tremendously 
hard, to hold that voice and that sense of 
purpose together. 


Arellano wasn’t the only old Weekling to 
get a promotion. 


Schou: When Gustavo moved from manag- 
ing editor to editor, I applied for managing 
editor in an effort to reinvigorate the edito- 
rial leadership, to try to develop talent and 
encourage other writers. By this time, we 
were trying to pull people out of such a 
deep, dark hole. We had a whole string of 
talented people leave, one after another. And 
when we took over, we had a lot of work to 
do just to get the people who were still here 
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happy again and to try to correct some of 
the damage that had already been done. 


The two—frequent lunch buddies—were 
what the Weekly needed. 


Amanda Parsons: Nick would listen to 

my ideas, and we would talk over lunch, 
and he would go to bat for me about my 
stories. Nick is a great person and a good 
man, and I really appreciate what he did 
for me and taught me. 

Chang: It went back to a little bit more like 
the old days. It was a little more relaxed. 
It was nice working under someone who 
believed in what we believed and had the 
same stance on things. We didn’t have to 
mince our words. 

Moxley: It got us back to who we were, 
immediately. Ted was always worried 
about offending someone or getting into 
trouble. Will actually invited it. He would 
ask us, “Who’s the bad guy this week? Tell 
me. I want to know.” That kind of aggres- 
siveness, Gustavo picked up immediately. 
We all knew that’s the way it should be. 
Arellano: I could tell we had a change for 
the better in morale immediately once I 
came in. I think they knew that I could 
not be bought—they knew I was on their 
side, and more important, they knew I 
was going to work my ass off as much as I 
was asking them to work. 

Taylor Hamby, editorial assistant and web 
editor, 2010-present: You could feel it was 
a big shift, a big difference, a big weight 
lifted from everybody’s shoulders. Even 
though I didn’t have a negative experi- 
ence with Ted, I know other people 
did. And the morale was completely 
boosted. Gustavo got rid of a lot of 
tedious things. We used to have to write 
copy notes for our meetings every week. 
I had to come in extra early and get 
notes from everyone on what they were 
working on, and then compile and print 
them out and hand them out to every- 
one at the meeting. No one liked doing 
it, and that was the first thing Gustavo 
got rid of. Everyone rejoiced. 


The shuffling of roles meant new positions 
needed to be filled and the departures of 
Chang; who moved to MySpace, and Bose, who 
had just had a baby, meant more shuffling. 


Arellano: Several of them were strangers 
to us, but basically, it was fresh blood, and 
it was reinvigorating. But I was also proud 
in bringing back to our pages former 
Weeklings, even some of the people who 
had left in 2007. [Steve Lowery, Dave Wie- 
lenga, Anthony Pignataro, Bob Aul, Cornel 
Bonca, Jim Washburn and Rich Kane are 
some of the Weekly alums who have writ- 
ten or drawn since Arellano’s promotion.] 
The people we have today are more but- 
toned-down than the old guard. There’s 
no Rebecca, no Lowery, there’s no Dave. 
There never will be. I’m not seeking to 
re-create the past. The past is past, and it 
will never be re-created. What I’ve always 
sought to do is to make what we are today 
an extension of that, to still be part of that 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 88 
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family tree, to have that DNA from the 
past in the present day. 


Several things have truly stood out in this 
period of the Weekly’s saga: history, food, 
marijuana dispensaries, killer cops, the 
train wreck that is the Orange County 
Register and, of course, Moxley’s energized 
coverage of law enforcement, particularly 
the Orange County district attorney’s office. 


Arellano: One of the things I’ve always 
prided us doing is the history stories. 
We’ve done it since the beginning. Will 
was a history major, so that’s always been 
part of the Weekly. Tracing the legacy of 
Richard Nixon in the county. [Freelancer] 
Bob Emmers talking about [Father Juni- 
pero] Serra and a big hippie concert in 
Laguna. Will talking about the truth about 
the swallows returning to Capistrano. 
Some guy from New Orleans named Paul 
Brennan, whom we first found after he 
won a date with Commie Girl, writing on 
Modesta Avila and Francisco Torres, these 
long-lost historical figures. Nick got a book 
out of covering the Brotherhood of Eternal 
Love, the so-called hippie Mafia. I’ve writ- 
ten things about the Citrus War of 1936 
and some crazy Mexican who broke out of 
jail, beat up the Theo Lacy, and became a 
folk hero to gabachos and Mexicans alike. 


Lisa Alvarez, Irvine Valley College English 
professor currently working on a compila- 
tion of Orange County authors: The Weekly 
not only reports on the urgent issues of 
the community, but also tells us our past 
history. The burning of Chinatown—just 
wonderful. Gustavo’s work on the fellow 
that wrote the corrido about the Santa Ana 
River flood of the 1930s. The stories that 
aren’t told today and yesterday are some- 
thing I think you guys do the best. 

Lisa Black, contributor and proofreader, 
2011-current: I have learned so much about 
[Orange County’s history] from reading 
every word of the editorial pages. 


Protests at the Fullerton Police Station sur- 
rounding Thomas’ death joined protests 


in Anaheim in the summer of 2012, after 
two officer-related shootings over one 
weekend followed a decade of such killings. 
The actions culminated with a riot near 
Anaheim City Hall, where five Weeklings 
covered the scene from the ground, with 
Hamby providing social-media support. 
Gabriel San Roman, who grew up in the 
city, contributed to the coverage. 


Gabriel San Roman, contributor, 2006-pres- 
ent: I’ve written dozens of things about 
police brutality, and I know they’re aware. 
Taylor Hamby told me she struck up a 
conversation with a married couple at 

the Coach House, and they asked where 
she worked. She said OC Weekly, and 
then they said, “Who is this Gabriel San 
Roman? He’s a big mouth.” It turned out 
to be a deputy chief. So they know of my 
work, and I’m in close quarters with them. 


The old, anarchic spirit of the Weekly 
returned with Arellano and Schou in charge 
of the paper. In January 2013, photographer 
Jack Gould accompanied Ferguson (who 
declined to participate in this oral-history 
project) on a jaunt through Orange County, 
where Ferguson, dressed in a Ku Klux Klan 
robe, posed in front of places that were 
named after Klan members. The story was 
titled “Welcome to Ku Klux Kounty!” and 
included a shot of Ferguson standing in 
front of the Orange County 5 freeway sign, 
holding a bag of oranges. 
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WE ARE YOUR FRIENDS Remake The 
Graduate today, and an adult might 
corner Benjamin Braddock and whisper, 
“Startups.” Debut director Max Joseph 
gives that a good shot, though the result— 
the EDM-fueled, drug-laced dream-crusher 
We Are Your Friends—is so sweaty and 
silly people may not notice. Like Mike 
Nichols, Joseph wants to tell the story of 
a 23-year-old boy-man lost in the suburbs 
of Los Angeles. Cole (Zac Efron) and his 
fellow San Fernando Valley slackers Ollie 
(Shiloh Fernandez), Squirrel (Alex Shaffer), 
and Mason (Jonny Weston, fantastic) think 
college is for suckers. Why waste your 
youth when kids make millions inventing 
phone apps? And why invent a phone app 
when you can strike it rich doing some- 
thing fun—say, acting, party promoting, or 
superstar deejaying, i.e., the dream career 
for any dude with a laptop? Cole is the DJ; 
Mason, his unofficial manager, is a fast- 
talking scavenger. Just when you might 
think you're watching Entourage for Infants, 
the movie zooms back one degree and we 
see the boys through a larger lens: These 
beta males aren't fooling anyone. Perhaps 
not even themselves. Still, EDM, a sym- 
phony of samples, can be more intimate 
than rock. Dus literally distill their world into 
music. Here, Cole finds inspiration in the 
wrrrrrip of his crush’s (Emily Ratajkowski) 
zippered jacket. Can Cole turn the sounds 
of the Valley into art? Even if he can, will 
anyone twerk? To answer these questions, 
We Are Your Friends indulges in hyperac- 
tive visual breakdowns of EDM structure. 
It's fun and raw and dumb—perfect late- 
summer cinema. Yet Efron, one of our best 


young actors, gives the movie more than 
it needs: if not quite gravitas, an emotional 
tempo. (R) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 


ONGOING 


AMERICAN ULTRA Nima Nourizadeh's 
American Ultra is a bloody valentine 
attached to a bomb. It's violent, brash, 
inventive, and horrific, and perhaps the 
most romantic film of the year. Jesse 
Eisenberg and Kristen Stewart star as 

Mike and Phoebe, two West Virginia ston- 

ers blissed out on weed and each other. 

“We're the perfect fucked-up couple,” 

Mike beams, before admitting that she’s 

perfect and he’s the fuck-up. And as the 

movie starts, Mike's scraped up the cash 
or a chintzy engagement ring so he can 
spend the rest of his life kinda ruining hers: 
having panic attacks that prevent them 
rom traveling, forcing her to cook lest he 
burn down the house, and supporting them 
on his meager paycheck from the mini- 
mart. With other actors, this could play like 
slapstick. But Eisenberg mines Mike for 
pathos—he’s not a punch line, he’s a flake 
who knows he’s his own worst enemy. 

Yet it's Stewart who makes this loony love 

story work. She takes what could easily 

be a simple supportive-girlfriend role—a 

cheerleader enabler—and fills Phoebe 


with a rainbow of emotions. The big twist is 


none of us know exactly who Mike is—not 
even Mike. One night outside the Cash & 
Carry, Mike looks up at the stars, and this 
disheveled domestic drama turns into a 


thriller, with the CIA out to murder Mike. It's 
no shock to moviegoers that Mike has been 


programmed with surprise skills, though 
itis to him. We've seen that plot point in 


a dozen dumb movies. What's shocking 
is how smart American Ultra is at being 
dumb—its emotional intelligence is off the 
charts. (R) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 


GRANDMA Grandma opens with a breakup, 


a rather vicious one: Seventy-ish poet 
Elle (Lily Tomlin) is calling it quits with a 
younger woman we quickly ascertain is 
her girlfriend—it's the sort of breakup 
where, believing you know where a 
relationship is headed, you drive the 

knife in farther and deeper than you need 
to, preemptively wounding your partner 
more than he or she could ever hurt you. 
The girlfriend, Olivia (Judy Greer), stands 
dumbstruck. Writing poetry is all about 
paring language to the essential minimum, 
and we've learned just how good Elle is 
at cutting people down, too. This is just 
the beginning of the tart, subterranean 
grandeur Tomlin, who has always been a 
marvelous actress but who hasn't had a 
leading role in nearly 30 years, brings to 
Grandma. Tomlin fills out the role like a tree 
spreading its branches and roots, though 
she brings a superb lightness to it, too: 
Elle’s acidity often has a comic kick—for 
her, wisecracks aren't just a defense 
mechanism but a means of surviving the 
worst. And she needs those wisecracks, 
perhaps now more than ever: Her grand- 
daughter, Sage (Julia Garner), shows up on 
her doorstep, announcing that she’s preg- 
nant and needs $600 for an abortion. Sage 
is so ethereal-looking you almost can’t 
quite believe she could conceive a human 
child. But Elle’s low on funds herself. The 
two pile into Elle’s car, a bumptiously 
elegant 1955 Dodge Royal, in search of 


the money. During this road trip, a thorny, 
multi-dead-end map of family resentments 
is laid out. Elle seems not to care that she 
has caused pain—and yet she betrays, in 
the smallest of ways, that she does care. 
(R) Stephanie Zacharek. Countywide. 


STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON A gen- 


eration after N.W.A shouted “Fuck the 
police!” neighborhoods across America— 
in Ferguson, Cleveland, Staten Island, 
Baltimore—still ache to hear it. Ice Cube’s 
blast at cops who “think they have the 
authority to kill a minority” echoes. Director 
F. Gary Gray edits the LAPD into Straight 
Outta Compton, the N.W.A biopic, like 
they're Jason in a Friday the 13th movie, 
always lurking: Their cars roll by in the 
background, their sirens wail, their officers 
tackle the group again and again just for 
being in the “wrong” place, i.e., in front of 
their recording studio, or on the sidewalk 
outside a friend’s house. But halfway 
through, the filmmakers decide that what 
audiences really want is label contract dis- 


putes. The second chunk is a grind where 
Cube, then Dre, peel away from Jerry 
Heller's (Paul Giamatti) Ruthless Records, 
team up with new business partners, and 
then leave them, too. In a 150-minute film, 
that's a lot of paperwork. Both Dre and 
Cube produce, and seem to have edited the 
script with a red pen. The surviving rap- 
pers have smudged everything that might 
make them look like creeps or chumps, 
beveling so many rough edges that their 
screen selves become blank slates. It's 
left to Eazy-E, the deceased member who 
can't sue, to give their story life. As Eazy-E, 
newcomer Jason Mitchell swaggers and 
threatens, cowers and makes destructive 
choices, imbuing the film with his deluded, 
squeaky-voiced soul. By contrast, when 
Cube (Ice Cube’s oldest son, O'Shea 
Jackson Jr., who is excellent) smashes up 
a record exec’s (Tate Ellington) office for 
skimping on his royalties, the scene frames 
him as a ‘hood hero triumphing over The 
Man. (R) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 


* * 


* * 
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LP Hastings, editorial assistant/photogra- 
pher, 2012-present: The funny thing about 
that story is that we had such a hard time 
finding a KKK robe, and Taylor blurted out, 
much to my dismay, that my mother was a 
seamstress. Gustavo put me on the spot and 
asked if I could ask my mom if she wouldn’t 
mind making this costume. We would pay 
her well, and no one would ever know she 
made it. Well, that didn’t go over well with 
my family, and the paper wound up rent- 
ing a costume. When that story came out, I 
was pretty shocked with how we could get 
away with something that crazy. 

Jack Gould: That was very interesting. 
People would see us and have various 
reactions. Some would freak out and start 
honking their horns, and other people 
would cheer. That was guerrilla photogra- 
phy—had to set up and shoot it fast. 

Dustin Ames, art director, 2013-current: 

We want to make the cover as compel- 
ling as possible. If a story requires it, we'll 
do shock value. But if it doesn’t, if we 
don’t need to, we don’t want to shock for 
shock’s case. But if the story is shocking, 
the cover should be shocking. Shocking! 


Another notable story came in May 2013, a 
cover package of stories titled “Where the 
Black People At?” 


Arellano: I remember it always bother- 
ing me that there are next-to-no black 
people in OC. That is problematic. It 
says a lot about who we are as a county, 
and that’s a problem. So it rumbled in 
my mind for a while, and then there was 
some stupid anti-black incident at UC 
Irvine on MLK Day. 

So I thought, “Let’s do a cover pack- 
age on the lack of African-Americans in 
Orange County.” But how would we do it? 
We can’t be too serious about it. Dustin 
came up with the idea to make the cover 
a Where’s Waldo? kind of thing. We had 
Michelle write something serious about 
UCI. Gabriel highlighted a black barber- 
shop in Anaheim. I wrote a time line of 
dumb racist moments in Orange County 


history and reviewed a soul-food restau- 
rant. And then the really important one, 
Nate [Jackson, the first African-American 
to hold an editorial staff position at the 
Weekly] wrote about what it was like 
growing up black in the county, and it was 
beautiful and funny. 

The story comes out, and it’s just crazi- 
ness. People start calling the paper, think- 
ing we're ridiculing black people, threat- 
ening to kick my ass. It’s one of my favor- 
ite issues we’ve ever done. I also think it 
was one of the most hated issues we’ve 
ever done. People started hating. “Why 
do you have to talk about the lack of black 
people in OC? Black people don’t live here 
because Orange County is too good for 
them.” The comments were obnoxious. 
Michelle Woo, staff writer/contributor 
2011-present: I wrote the story about the 
[Asian-American] frat at UC Irvine don- 
ning blackface in a music video. A lot of 
news outlets were reporting on it, but I 
got to spend time with members of the 
Black Student Union. Blacks only make 
up 2.6 percent of the student body, so I got 
to see how much racism they were faced 
with on a daily basis, both on a micro and 
macro level. It felt rewarding to go beyond 
the surface of this one incident and dis- 
cover it’s a problem rooted in the univer- 
sity’s history and to really see what these 
students face on a daily basis. 

Chang: When I saw that issue, I thought, 
“Yes. That is what the OC Weekly should 
be writing about.” 


One critique of the Weekly from long- 
time readers, other than diminishing page 
counts and its shrinkage (today it’s lucky 
if it breaks 50 pages and is nearly 2 inches 
shorter in length than when it started), is 
having one long feature story as the cover, 
meaning fewer stories, particularly news, 
running in print every week. 


Arellano: Here’s what I would say to 

that: In the glory years of page counts, 

we had no web presence. We would put 
the stories we had online, and that’s it. 
We didn’t start our blog until 2006. But, 
yes, the paper has shrunk, and there are 
fewer pages, and haters will say that’s all 
happened under me and Nick, that we’re 
letting the paper go to waste. But look at 
the page count of the LA Times, the Regis- 
ter, The New York Times, any publication. 
That’s just the nature of the beast. It’s sad 
every time you see it getting smaller and 
smaller. A part of you dies every time. But 
it’s just the reality of the evolution of the 
times, for better or for worse. And given 
what we're putting online, I’d say we’re 
doing more journalism at the Weekly now 
than ever before. 


The Weekly’s Web efforts feature an eco- 
system of hilarity that never makes it into 
the print edition: monthly lists about heavy- 
metal bands, staffers interacting with hat- 
ers in story comments, slideshows, videos. 
Every night on the Weekly’s Facebook page 
brings the Poll Dance, in which the paper 
asks a question about Orange County, then 
lets its readers have fun responding. 


But the focus on long-form journalism for 
the print edition is still cherished by staffers. 


Woo: We had the opportunity to do stories 
that others don’t do in the world of short 
blurbs online. We went way beyond that. 
People really looked forward to getting 
their copy every Thursday, and then sit- 
ting down with it to really read something 
in-depth. It’s an experience in today’s 
world that you don’t find all that much. 
The reporters and writers have so much 
knowledge on their respective beats, 

and many have been in Orange County 

for so many years. So they are so rich in 
knowledge, and it’s really nice to see how 
fiercely they cover their community. 

San Roman: I think the Weekly is a rare 
place in the media landscape, especially 


the cover stories. There’s a novelistic tone 


present in the storytelling, and I think 
this triumvirate—Schou, Moxley and 
Arellano—really display how to write a 


long-form journalistic piece that is engag- 


ing from the opening paragraph to the 
ending sentence. People like them and 
Matt Coker, who is a wonderful writer 
and has the best sense of humor at that 
spot, can’t help but encourage you to up 
your game and find ways to improve. 

In my case, it helps me to find ways to 
improve my own voice as a storyteller, 
mixing investigation with humor and all 
kinds of things. 


Josh Dulaney, staff writer, 2012: One of 
the things I worked on was a regular col- 
umn about visiting houses of worship in 
Orange County. And a few stood out. One 
group was talking about a spaceship that 
was on its way. I went to a mosque and 
just remember this young guy kneeling 
forward, and every time he leaned down 
toward the ground, he was looking at 

his phone, I think at his Facebook page. 

I did a story about a woman who was a 
former spy for Scientology, and she left 
the church and ended up getting spied on 
herself. I showed up at a couple of Scien- 
tology-related events, and people whom I 
had never met recognized who I was. So I 
think I was a marked man. 

Yasmin Nouh, editorial assistant, 2012: 

I was really impressed by people like 


Scott and Nick and Michelle—how much 
content they produced and what great 
reporters they were. They were covering 
the entire vastness that is Orange County 
on a day-to-day basis. It was remarkable, 
given that their numbers were so small. 
And Gustavo was so encouraging about 
writing from your perspective, your voice. 


We're in a meeting talking about our 
[2012] Summer Guide, which had the 
theme “Barely Legal.” And everyone is 
pitching ideas on how to get away with 
things that are illegal or barely legal, and 
someone pitched how to make absinthe, 
which is illegal in the U.S. And I was real 
quiet. Then it was my turn. And I said, 

“T believe in being a good Samaritan. I 
don’t think we should be writing things 
that will give people ideas.” And Gustavo 
said, “Write about your hesitation with 
this issue.” So I did. And he was always 
encouraging me to pitch stories in terms 
of Arab-American issues, and I had 
noticed that when I would go to a friend’s 
house, I was noticing a lot of Syrian 
immigrants, new faces that didn’t speak 
English. They were Syrian refugees. And I 
mentioned that to Gustavo. To me, it was 
just something happening in the place I 
lived. But he said, “Write it.” 


|ABAY AGRAN STEALING ANOTHER ELECTION IM IRVINE. LET US GLUG AT CONGREGATION ALE HOUSE  LULULEMON FREEKDUT 
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THOUSANDS ARE FLEEING SYRIA'S GIVIL WAR—AND GROWING NUMBERS 


OF REFUGEES ARE HEADING TO ORANGE COUNTY BY YASMIN NOUH 


The paper remained as feared as ever, espe- 
cially by its competitors. 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 92 
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Andrew Galvin, former Register reporter 
and current Weekly contributor: One area 
in which I thought the Weekly totally 
excelled was the coverage of Aaron 
Kushner and his takeover of the Regis- 
ter. Gustavo did a great job bringing out 
this slow train wreck that the Register 
was under Kushner. As someone who 
was inside it, I was learning things from 
Gustavo that weren’t necessarily being 
shared in the newsroom. 

Arellano: All I have to say about Kushner 
is that me calling him the Stuart Smalley 
of print journalism was nothing but truth. 
And gracias for winning me two LA Press 
Clubs awards for Best Business Story for 
my stories on him! 


AARON KUSHNER CLAIMED HE'D SAVE 
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 


AND TRANSFORM JOURNALISM. HE DIDN'T 


The passing of the years also meant that 
the newest Weeklings had grown up read- 
ing the paper. 


Nate Jackson, intern and clubs editor, 2007- 
2009, music editor, 2012-present: I read 
[the Weekly] all the time [while growing 
up]. It was different from any other paper 
I'd ever read. I saw a lot of musicians on 
the cover. That was something as far as a 
local paper I wasn’t used to seeing. And 
it had a different, tactile feel. It was more 
of a magazine than just a newspaper. And 
it had all these crazy voices in it, seemed 
like something cool to be a part of. Every- 
one from Gustavo’s ;Ask a Mexican! 
column to Rich Kane’s stuff. [Of] Dave 
Segal, I remember thinking, “How the 
hell did this guy get all these references 
in a review of a local band who probably 
had no clue what he was even talking 
about?” So I knew there was so much his- 
tory about it before me, and in all the jobs 
I’ve had, there are people talking about 
how great it was way back when. But 

for a paper that is as great as the Weekly, 
it’s all about writing your own chapter, 
and you can’t get mired in the past. So 
I’m glad I can contribute a verse to this 
20-year-old song. 

Hamby: I read it religiously ever since I 
was about 14. I’d pick it up every week. 
In my high school journalism class, we 


had to read newspaper articles and write 
synopses, so I was writing about Mox- 
ley Confidential all that time. That was 
my favorite. But the [actual] working 
environment has been more fun than I 
could ever have imagined. It wouldn’t be 
uncommon to see a blow-up doll float- 
ing around the office, and you wouldn’t 
even bat an eye. It was this circus-like 
atmosphere. There are not too many jobs 
where I could have a penis candle and a 
spear on my desk just chilling and write 
about a bunch of the things I do. 
Hastings: The Weekly really feels like a 
family, and it has made me such a better 
writer. I read it before I interned, and I 
think it was better than what I pictured. 
Moxley really is this crazy-elusive, 
badass investigative reporter. His person- 
ality really is what you read from all his 
stories. And Gustavo really is this wild 
Mexican, raising desmasdre. 


The new kids brought a perspective that 
helped the Weekly continue to speak to 
young people. 


Charles Lam, intern and staff writer, 
2013-present: Moxley didn’t like me for 
a while because when I was interning 
[in 2011], I was still a dumb 21-year-old, 
and someone asked, “What do you want 
to write?” and I said, “Food and culture; 
I’m not particularly into news.” Moxley 
was there, and from what I’ve heard, he 
was upset. I interviewed for editorial 
assistant but didn’t get it, and from then 
on, I was determined to get a job there. I 
started working on hard news for a paper 
in Seattle, so when I applied for staff 
writer, I felt I was ready. 


“The Very Merry Ungangs of Disney- 
land” was my third cover story. Dustin 
goes to the park fairly often, and he 
started noticing these people. They’d 
been sitting on the story for a little bit but 
didn’t have anyone to write it. But of our 
regular writers, I’m the youngest, and I 
could most easily dive into that culture, 
and ever since, I’ve become sort of the 
Disney writer, which I’m okay with. 
Hamby: Some of the biggest web activity was 
around the Kelly Thomas story, especially 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 94 
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when the video [of his beating] surfaced. All 
eyes were on us. And Kim Pham [a Vietnam- 
ese-American woman whose death outside 

a Santa Ana restaurant received nationwide 
attention]—you hear about people dying all 
the time, but for some reason, Kim’s story 
really resonated with the whole country. We 
reported she had died nearly a week before 
anyone else did. The original story we did on 
her got more than 1 million views within days. 


THE PASSION 
OF KIM PHAM 


HOW ORANGE COUNTY'S HIGHEST- PROFILE MURDER TRIAL BECAME + 
JUST ANOTHER CASE—ANO WHY THAT'S A GOOD THING BY CHARLES LAM 


“. ~~ 


Aimee Murillo, clubs editor and calendar 
editor, 2013-present: Since I’ve worked 
here, the Kim Pham story, that was defi- 
nitely the one that really resonated with 
me. I’m from downtown Santa Ana. I go 
there a lot. I feel that I could almost have 
been there and seen it. 


Food has always been a major part of the 
Weekly’s non-news coverage. The first 
national award it ever received was in 1997, 
an Alternative Association of Newsweeklies 
(AAN) first-placer for a food story written 
by Tom Vasich. In 2013, Michelle Woo’s fea- 
ture on OC restaurateur Jason Quinn also 
won an AAN award. With the addition of 
the blog, it’s became even more prominent. 


Arellano: I was the main food critic from 
2002 until about 2007, usually doing two 
reviews a week—a high-end spot and 
holes-in-the-wall, which I loved to do 
more. But I always tried to get different 
voices in there. This was the time food 
blogs were coming in, so I decided to nip 
the competition at the bud and steal the 
best of the best. That’s how I got Edwin 
[Goei], Dave [Lieberman], Anne Marie 
[Panoringan] and Shuji [Sakai] in there. 
The great thing with Edwin was that 
when [New Times] took over, they didn’t 
want me to write so much, so I asked if he 
could be the food critic. And that’s how 

a mild-mannered computer nerd from 
Indonesia by way of La Habra became the 
best food critic in OC. 

Dave Mau, longtime bartender and con- 
tributor: I think we definitely have the best 
food writing in Orange County, and I’m very 
proud of that. A lot of food writers do noth- 
ing except suck one another’s dicks about 
how great all the restaurants are. I think the 


food scene in the past 20 years has changed 
so drastically from this old-guard Newport 
Beach steakhouse, and in all seriousness, 

I think the OC Weekly has been integral to 
the narrative and documenting the changes 
in the food world, not just in Orange 
County, but also in culture. I think the OC 
Weekly has been vital in not just what is on 
the plate, but also documenting the arc of 
restaurant culture. That’s different than 
writing about a particular restaurant or 
chef; it’s a much bigger picture to tackle. 
Edwin Goei, food critic, 2007-present: I’ve 
always been an ardent defender of the 
Orange County food scene, and Gustavo 
was instrumental in letting people know 
that Orange County is very diverse. All eth- 
nic diversities are represented: Vietnamese, 
Mexican, everything. Any flavor, any cul- 
ture you want to try, you can find it here. 
Dave Lieberman, contributor, 2010-present: 
A story I wrote about the nutritional con- 
tent of Holy Communion got me booted 
out of the Catholic Church. It was right 
after New Year’s, and everyone is supposed 
to be focusing on their diets, but it’s really 
boring to write about diets, so I thought, 
“Hey, what is the caloric content of Holy 
Communion?” It’s just a cracker and a sip 
of wine—not too hard to figure out. But 
then I thought, “If the Catholics are right, 
and transubstantiation is really what hap- 
pens, if it’s a gram-for-gram transfer from 
cracker and wine into Jesus, how many 
times do you have to go to Mass and take 
Holy Communion to eat one Jesus?” 

I think Ted liked it, but he was kind 
of weirded-out that this would come 
out of my brain. But Gustavo was like, 
“This is awesome.” The web editor, 
Vickie, was really into it because it got a 
hell of a lot of hits. 

Arellano: Around 2004, Will said I should 
create something that would allow read- 
ers to leave their own [food] reviews. I 
said the idea was stupid and didn’t do it. 
In other words, we could’ve invented Yelp. 
Sorry, Will. 


One area that hasn’t been so fortunate is 
arts coverage. 


Dave Barton, arts/theater critic, 1995-pres- 
ent: It may sound selfish, but I miss the 
theater and art reviews that came out 
weekly in the earlier days of the paper. 
Will was such a champion of arts cover- 
age. A full-page theater review was 1,200 
words at the time, bleeding over to two 
pages if the pictures were good enough. 
There were also three or four shorter 
reviews each week, so the coverage was 
pretty thorough. It was the same full-page 
word count with the art columns, too, but 
now both have been reduced to only 800. 
And they alternate every week. Some of 
that could have been picked up by the 
paper’s blogs, but those seem focused only 
on page hits, so culture gets short shrift. 
With art and theater being neglected in 
schools, the only way it will continue 

to really flourish is fuller coverage. The 
Weekly is missing a lot of art, and therefore 
so is Orange County. People don’t know 
what’s out there if they aren’t aware of it. 


Todd Mathews, contributor, 1995-present: 
AMEN! 


Meanwhile, Moxley continued to go after the 
Powers That Be of Orange County. He covered 
the Kelly Thomas trial to its conclusion, then 
shifted his focus to a longtime subject: Orange 
County District Attorney Tony Rackauckas. 


GET READY TO OVERPAY FOR WATER | FISH PHO! | BIGGER. BADDER. BETTER BURGERANA 


Susan Schroeder, Rackauckas'’ chief of staff: 
My experience is that basically we didn’t 
speak to the OC Weekly for years, and then, 
actually, Scott Moxley and I had an eight- 
hour meeting at Alcatraz at the Block, 
where it was the first and only time I have 
ever seen Scott Moxley in a suit, and his 
shirt was tucked in. It was pretty incredi- 
ble. And we had a pretty good relationship 
for a while. It’s not that I ever expect a 
paper or news agency to ever be flattering 
toward any agency, and they certainly have 
not, and I don’t have a problem with that, 
but I don’t think it’s always been accurate. 
[Phone rings.] Oh, in fact, that’s Scott Mox- 
ley. I’ve got to take that; it’s about a news 
story. I’ve gotta call you back. Or you can 
call me back this afternoon. [We did, the 
next day. Never heard from her again.] 


At the beginning of 2015, word came down 
that the Weekly was up for sale. Again. 


Kristine Hoang, clubs editor, 2015: The 
week after I got hired, I found out we’re 
going to be sold. It’s been a great learn- 
ing experience, but there is an air of not 
knowing what’s going to happen. 
Arellano: It’s tough. In this modern era of 
journalism, you don’t know what’s on the 
horizon. I told my crew, “This is the real- 
ity of the situation. I’m not going to stand 
by and weep and moan. Sure, it’s scary 
times, but if you want to quit, you go in my 
good graces, and we’ll give you a send-off 
at Memphis Cafe. But if we’re going to go, 
we're going to go out in a blaze of glory. 
And if you stay, you’re going to work your 
ass off, just like me.” 

And I’m not calling this the end times. 
This paper has a future. We remain as 
vicious and funny as always because we’re 
the Weekly. It’s like that Kinks song, “Last 
of the Steam-Powered Trains”: We’re going 
to remain who we’ve always been until our 
dying day. When that dying day is, I know 
don’t, but as long as I’m the editor of the 
paper, that’s how we’re going to be. 


Weeklings 
Worldwide! 


TRACKING 

OUR FORMER 
STAFFERS IN 
JOURNALISM 


eeklings have come and 
W:: ... usually to places 
far larger than the Weekly. 


Good for them! The following is just a 
partial list of former staffers doing great 
things in the journalism world. 


DAFFODIL ALTAN, 

STAFF WRITER: 

Video producer at the Center for Inves- 
tigative Reporting. She was recently a 
producer for Rape On the Night Shift, 

a documentary that aired on Frontline 
earlier this year. 


ROSE APODACA, 

STAFF WRITER: 

West Coast bureau chief for Women’s 
Wear Daily from 2000 to 2006. Currently 
working on a book with OC native Dita 
von Teese. 


LILLEDESHAN BOSE, 
MUSIC EDITOR: 
Currently publications editor at 
UC Riverside. 


VICKIE CHANG, 

STAFF WRITER/WEB EDITOR: 
After serving as editorial director at 
MySpace for a year, Chang is now 

at Reddit. 


THEO DOUGLAS, 

STAFF WRITER: 

City-government reporter for the Bakers- 
field Californian. 


JOSH DULANEY, 

STAFF WRITER: 

Education reporter for the Long Beach 
Press-Telegram. 


MARISA GERBER, 
EDITORIAL FELLOW: 


Currently a staff writer at the LA Times. 


VICTOR D. INFANTE, 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

Has worked as an editor and columnist 
in the Lifestyles section at the Worcester 
Telegram & Gazette since 2002. Remains 
an awesome poet. 
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Mike Lacey: I think that the OC Weekly 
has had such a strong culture in writing, 
whether criticism or reporting, that’s it’s 
not something that is going to pass eas- 
ily. There are a lot of bad newspapers out 
there, but the OC organization has always 
understood the value of great content. 
The writers who have been there, writers 
like Coker and Schou and Moxley, these 
people are O.G. They’ve been there for- 
ever; they know what’s going on. 


Josh Dulaney: I’ll never forget this com- 
ment made by Gustavo. I was in a situa- 
tion. I called him, and his exact words to 
me were, “Okay, don’t call me until you’re 
actually in jail.” That illuminated for 

the 1,000th time that the editors there 
have had the backs of the writers. I could 
call him at a kind of sketchy 
moment and know I 
could share a laugh 
over it and get his sup- 
port. It was, “Okay, 
just do your job, see 

it through, and we'll 
deal with the conse- 
quences, good or bad. 
Just get the job done.” 


Rich Kane: To this day, I love 

the paper and what it stands for. 
And did I mention the story ’m most 
proud of, about Anthony Colin from 
two years ago, the gay kid who [cre- 
ated one of the country’s first high 
school gay-straight alliances at El 
Modena High and] killed himself? 


Michelle Woo: I think it’s that voice that’s 
not afraid to really tell the truth, no mat- 
ter how hard it is to hear, no matter who 
gets in trouble. It really pushed me as a 
reporter to keep digging, always. To talk 
to those who maybe the mainstream 
papers won’t talk to. To do whatever it 
takes to get the story. 


Taylor Hamby: I think we’re a truth-teller, 
we're a devil’s advocate, we’re a mirror 
of Orange County. Sometimes, you like 
what you see in the mirror, sometimes 
you don’t, but usually, it’s accurate. 


Lisa Black: It plays a crucial role in Orange 
County. I think there is a very clear, sharp 
eye on the goings-on, but I think there’s a 
lot of love for Orange County as well. 


Nate Jackson: I think the bottom line with 
this paper is you really have to love our 
county to hate it the way we do. 


Yasmin Nouh: I just felt there was an 
urgency on the Weekly’s part to really 
cover Orange County and the people who 
make up Orange County—not just one 
group or segment; really cover the diverse 
landscape that is Orange County. And 
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when Gustavo says to raise hell, it’s a ver- 
nacular way to hold the powers account- 
able, and he’d always say, “We afflict the 
comfortable and comfort the afflicted,” 
and that stuck with me. It’s a mantra they 
really stand by. 


Tenaya Hills: I will never forget one of 
Will’s quotes: “If you want to bring atten- 
tion to a cause, you start a fire.” 


Jim “Poorman” Trenton, radio legend and 
Weekly contributor: I think it’s the most 
edgy, innovative publication by far. I can’t 
even think of any other publication in 
Orange County that has really made an 


BOB AUL 


impact like OC Weekly. The Register is 
sort of asad commentary on a newspaper 
that’s never really been that good. The 
Weekly’s a definitive publication for cre- 
ativity and new and edginess and saying 
what’s on your mind without a filter. 


Ellen Griley: I just miss those days tremen- 
dously. And I can’t say that leaving OC 
Weekly was my biggest regret because I 
absolutely loved everything that we did at 


the District. But at the same time, I would 
give anything to go back to those days 
with everyone together in that newsroom. 


Mark Petracca: I have lived here 30 years, 
and—given how big the population is, how 
powerful OC is, how much growth has 
taken place—I would have expected to 
emerge in this county significant television 
and newspaper coverage of Orange County 
politics. The surprise, the shock, is that 
we've moved in the opposite direction. All 
we're left with—and thank goodness we’ve 
got it—is the OC Weekly. 


Dave Wielenga: It was so much fun, but it 

wasn’t just a small group of friends amus- 

ing one another, delivering pizza to one 

another. There were a bunch of people 

who loved it and depended on it. People 

would call, and you were their only 

hope if they were looking for 

justice. They couldn’t go 
anywhere else. 


Steve Lowery: The Orange 
County we have 20 years 
after the Weekly started is so 

different. I have no doubt the 
Weekly was part of the energy that 

helped to mold Orange County. And 
it gave young people a voice and showed 

them they weren’t alone in their thinking. 


Rebecca Schoenkopf: I was proud of the 

work we did there. I was proud of my writ- 
ing. I was proud of the guys’ reporting; they 
were fucking good. I never wasn’t proud. 


R. Scott Moxley: What makes us great is 
that the core group of OC Weekly, par- 
ticularly the one that has lasted to this 
moment, is completely self-motivated. 
There’s no bells or whistles on any of us. 


Matt Coker: I think it’s mattered a lot. If 
there’s ever been a county that deserves 
satire, it’s this one. 


Nick Schou: It’s been a great place to work. 
It’s been a laboratory for some of the most 
important journalism that’s been done 
in California and helped launch a lot of 
really great reporters who have gone else- 
where to bigger and brighter things. With 
the shrinkage of the paper and the eco- 
nomic climate, it hasn’t been easy. But the 
reason we're still here is we love the peo- 
ple we work with, and we love the paper 
and we’re going to stay here until the bit- 
ter end, one way or another. There’s a lot 
of work that is left to do and a lot of more 
fun to be had. Hopefully, we’ll be sitting 
around in 10 or 20 years, looking back at 
this difficult and trying moment. And, 
yeah, the paper is available to anyone with 
$1.5 million who’s reading this story. Act 
now before this offer expires. ... 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 100 
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RICH KANE, 

MANAGING EDITOR: 

After working as an associate editor 

at Editor & Publisher and for Patch.com, 
Kane was recently hired as director 

of digital operations for the Salt 

Lake Tribune. 


JANINE KAHN, 

WEB EDITOR: 

Executive editorial director at Digital I-5 
Publishing LLC, the world’s largest online 
publisher in pets journalism. 


SPENCER KORNHABER, 
EDITORIAL FELLOW: 

Staff writer at The Atlantic covering 
pop culture. 


ANTHONY PIGNATARO, 
STAFF WRITER: 
Editor of Maui Time Weekly on and 


off since 2003. Author of the Charley 
Ridgway mystery series, which he calls 
“trashy noir set on Maui.” 


ALISON ROSEN, 

STAFF WRITER: 

Read Matt Coker's People Issue profile 
of her from earlier this year for her full 
story, then subscribe to her podcast, 
Alison Rosen Is Your New Best Friend. 


REBECCA SCHOENKOPF, 
COMMIE GIRL: 

Now your Wonkette over 

at wonkette.com. 


DAVE SEGAL, 
MUSIC EDITOR: 
Staff writer with The Stranger in Seattle. 


WILL SWAIM, 

FOUNDING EDITOR: 

Vice president of journalism for the 
Franklin Center for Government and 
Public Integrity. 


LUKE Y. THOMPSON, 
STAFF WRITER: 
Currently editor of Topless Robot. 


JENNIFER VINEYARD, 
ASSOCIATE MUSIC EDITOR: 
Currently a senior editor at New York 
magazine, Vineyard has written for mul- 
tiple national publications since leaving 
us, including MTV and Rolling Stone. 
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Jim Washburn: It’s hard to say what dif- 
ference you’ve made. John Lennon, look- 
ing back on the Beatles, said, “The only 
difference I can see is a lot of assholes 
with long hair.” I’d like to think they 
made a more profound influence than 
that, and I’d like to hope the Weekly had 
amore profound influence and continues 
to be. I think just being a different voice, 
holding people’s feet to the fire, has made 
an important difference. Moxley, I think, 
has made a big difference on the county 
scene, and that’s important, because 
aside from the Register, the Times has 
largely abandoned Orange County. I 
think the Weekly has been—and contin- 
ues to be—a pretty important thing in the 
county. I think it’s made a difference. I 
still read it online, not every week. I think 
I'd be far more inclined to pick it up if 
they still ran Savage Love. 


Patrice Marsters: I really believe in our 
paper and what we’re doing and what 
we're writing about. I believe we’re get- 
ting a different voice out there, and that’s 
important. I don’t want to believe that 
journalism is dying, so I’m doing my part 
to keep it alive, I guess. When it first came 
out, it was like someone having a baby. It 
was our baby. We were responsible for it. 
And even though I was just an intern when 
I started, I was made to feel a part of the 
group that way. “This is your baby.” And I 
didn’t leave when I had my [actual] babies. 
I brought my babies here. I’m not done par- 
enting the Weekly, I guess. It’s still my baby. 


Gustavo Arellano: Simply put, the Weekly 
saved Orange County from itself. 


Will Swaim: I think they still have really 
amazing and talented people who provide 
real value. It’s amazing and wonderful that 
they’ve been able to put it out every week and 
to also manage the transition to the Internet. 
And I think Gustavo has done a really good 
job of editing. He’s doing it in much more 
constraining circumstances. He doesn’t 
have the space or budget we had when I was 
there. I like the paper. I think it looks good; I 
think it reads well. It’s got some of the same 
tone. I envy everyone who is there. 


RED MEAT 


I'm not going to sugarcoat it, folks. Our 
company is so far underwater that we'd 
literally need Aquaman to save our butts. 


sandpaper superslide 


We're so deep in the hole right now that 
the entire sales staff might as well start 
evolving into eyeless, albino cave frogs. 


But you know what part I really envy, 
man? I envy that time with those people. 
But it’s like that Thomas Wolfe thing, 
right? You can’t go home again. 


It’s a tough time to work for a print-related 
publication. No one reads print. And even 
in the ongoing migration to the Web, it 
seems archaic, irrelevant even. And maybe 
that’s the fault of the people doing the 
work. Maybe they’re behind the curve, out 
of touch, a bunch of dinosaurs clinging 
to the last vestiges of breath before they 
expire and their bones molt into the dust. 
Or maybe some of the responsibility lies 
with the consumers of media. Those who 
get their news from scanning newsfeeds on 
their smartphones, liking and sharing what 
others have posted, who have the world at 
their fingertips, but seldom seek out the 
source of that information. 

Well, for 20 years, the OC Weekly has been 
a source—a source of satire, of ridicule, of 
entertainment, of hard-hitting investigative 
journalism. And a source that has long cham- 
pioned the underdog, the marginalized and 
victimized, the oppressed and ignored, the 
accused, misused, strung-out ones and worse. 
In other words, the best of Orange County. 

And so, as we mark the 20th birthday of 
this publication in a county that few in their 
right mind would have thought had a chance 
to start, let alone flourish and survive, let’s 
take a moment to reflect upon those who are 
reading this. You give a fuck—about your 
community, about your place. (Or you were 
hoping this was just a long-winded eulogy 
bidding farewell to this fag rag.) And the 
Weekly has cared about Orange County for 
20 years, and Zeus willing, it’ll be caring for 
20 more at least. And a small tribe of mal- 
contents and seriously passionate—if woe- 
fully underpaid—folks will continue to do 
the work. And will continue to tell its story. 


“We hope to be here for a while. And if the 
whole place does come crashing down on 
us like a Korean department store, let’s see 
if we can at least get stuck in the gourmet 
foods section.” 
—Concluding paragraph of Jim Washburn’s 
introductory column in the first OC Weekly, 
Sept. 15, 1995. 


from the secret files of 


Max cannon 


So, you're saying that we're so far in the red 
that we ought to be conducting this meeting 
inside a gargantuan, ripe beefsteak tomato? 
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| don’t much care for your negativity, Carl 
You can go clean out your desk right now. 


Have You Seen 
This OC Weekly? 


WE’LL GIVE YOU $50 FOR IT! 
BY GUSTAVO ARELLANO 


THURSDAY 9/17 


Sarunoay, Seerenpex 26 


HONEYHONEY 
w THE WALCO 


Delta Nove w/ 


FIVE YEARS AFTER 9/11, WE FIND YOUR 
MEMORY WANDERING AROUND VEGAS 


HOW TO END THE IRAQ WAR. THEO DOUGLAS RIPS TD HAVE SHOT HER WITH 
HINT: ABBIE HOFFMAN HIS NEW IPOD PANTS EVERY BULLET IN MY GUN 


e hope you've enjoyed this special 20th- 
WwW anniversary issue, and we invite you to 
check out our online package, which features 
slideshows of every cover the Weekly has ever 
published—more than 1,000! Amazingly, our 
archives (which look like the apartment of the 
Collyer Brothers) are virtually complete—we're 
only missing one issue of the entire run, an 
achievement more miraculous than remaining in 
business in these crazy times. 

And that issue? Fascinatingly, not one involv- 
ing legal action against us or one that Bob Dor- 
nan’s spawn tried to collect every copy of and 
throw into a bonfire, but the one above. You can 
read the entirety of the issue's contents online 
and see it was nothing out of the ordinary—that 
is, just another day of desmadre. You have Nick 
going against killer cops, me obsessing over 
Chicano murals, plus jAsk a Mexican!, Com- 
mie Girl and Diary of a Mad County. The cover 
story is an essay by Weekly contributor Cornel 
Bonca, about finding meaning on the fifth anni- 


versary of 9/11 in Las Vegas. Great issue, but the 
last one any of us Weeklings would ever think 
we'd be missing. 

So, gentle readers, have any of you got a 
copy somewhere in your garage? Maybe you 
kept it because you got a mention in Commie 
Girl, or we published your Hey, You!, or we 
published your letter to the editor back when 
we published letters to the editor? The first 
person with a complete, good-condition copy 
who contacts us with the goods will get $50 
for it, and we'll throw in siccing Moxley on the 
corrupt politician of your choice. Can you help 
your favorite paper out? Email me at the address 
below. The only person not eligible is Cornel 
Bonca, who | just realized in writing this prob- 
ably has a couple of extra copies to spare... 
Anyhoo, operators are standing by! 

Finally, a quick fun fact: We have better 
archives of our earliest years than 2012 to 2014. 
Oh, for the days of in-office circulation managers! 

GARELLANO @ OCWEEKLY.COM 


Adryon & The Stonecutters, 
Dj Pleasuremaker 
TUESDAY 11/17 David Ryan Harris, Tyler Lyle 
SUNDAY 11/22 De Lux 


102 PINEAVE LONG BEACH, CA 90802 
WWW.THEFEDERALBAR.COM 


HOT PRIZE PACKAGES 
ign up nou'te gain aecen! ‘ Seweekly.com/signup 


eaze 
Getting marijuana 
just got eazier 


35 OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER 
WITH PROMO CODE: 


OCWEEKLY35 


DON’T HAVE A CARD? GET ONE AT EAZE.MD 
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GLASS HOUSE 


200 W=2ND STREET POMONA, CA 91766 


myst 


telani 


a OCTOBER 3 
B/ HEARTLESS 

| ) WITH SPECIAL OVEST = SLOTHRUST 
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TRIBULATION 


OCTOBER 9 OCTOBER 20 


ACT OF NCE 

ALLECAEON 
Lilies: sis Ts 
OCTOBER 23 


@theglasshousepomona 
@glasshouserecordstore 
@acerogamilounge 


GLASS HOUSE RECORD STORE /theglasshouseconcerthall 


MONDAY - SUNDAY /glasshouserecordstore 
12:30PM - 8:00PM 
BUY/SELL/TRADE NEW & USED 
VINYL OVER 10,000 
RECORDS IN STOCK 
WITH NEW ARRIVALS 
OUT WEEKLY 


/theglasshouse 


LOCATED AT 
248 W. 2ND STREET POMONA, CA 91766 
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JOS ANNIVERSARY OF THE SELF-TITLED ALBUM 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


A BLEACHED 
go” TE OBSERIATORY 
RRR Sty SERB 


MM UE SEP 15 
and online through Ticketweb.com ini WED. SkP (b 
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eWNstolaielem| SPECIAL FEATURE SECTION: 20TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION |ReehheNUce 


AUGUST 28-SEPTEMBER 03, 2015 


| OCWEEKLY.COM | 


SPANK THE 
MONKEY 


$5 OFF 


EVERY $20 SPENT! 


**PROMOTION ENDS 9/10/15 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT 
OR PROMOTION 


ADULT TOYS, NOVELTIES, 
LUBES, LOTIONS, LINGERIE & DVDS 


Open 24/7 | 213 N. Harbor Blvd. Santa Ana, CA 92703 | 714-554-4495 
www.spankysonline.com 


Trish Pub 


HAPPY HOUR 4P-7P M-F 


Domestic Pints: $3.00 | Well Drinks $4.50 | Shots: $5.00 | Select Wine: $4.25 


Live Bands 


Tues-Sun 


Live Trivia 
Mondays at 7PM 


eFUN ATOMOSPHERE» 


Free Pool Wednesdays 


Lively Waterfront Pub with full menu of house-made 
great food including breakfast & dog friendly patio! 


423 Shoreline Village Drive, Long Beach 
562/457-5754 


Sports on 14 Screens 


Shenaniganslb.com - 


In Memoriam 


REMEMBERING THE WEEKLINGS WHO HAVE LEFT US 
BY JOEL BEERS 


cores of people have worked at 
Gy OC Weekly during the past two 

decades, and while a few have 
stayed, the majority have moved on to 
other journalism-related jobs or left for 
the much-better-paying (if soul-killing) 
realms of public relations and marketing. A 
few have left the communications industry 
altogether and are today raising children 
or otherwise making a living. But they all 
remain Weeklings, in body and spirit. 

Sadly, some are only with us in spirit. 

Here, we give shoutouts to five former 
Weeklings who were taken far too young, 
but whose memory lives on. 


VU NGUYEN was an intern from 1999 to 2001. 
His essay “Why I Hate Ho Chi Minh” is used 
in Asian-American college courses nationwide. 
R. Scott Moxley: The great thing about Vu 
was he was very young and raw, but he had 
that great skill that all good news guys have 
to have, this curiosity and willingness to 
dig right in from the outset. I remember his 
eagerness. You see some people come in 
and are very tentative, don’t want to be too 
bold or whatever. But he wasn’t that way. 
He had an innate reporter’s sense to him. 
And it was crushing when he passed away. 
Will Swaim: I think he was still an under- 
grad when he was working with us. He 
was a really ambitious and aggressive guy 
in the best sense of the word. 

Gustavo Arellano: He was only here a short 
time, but he made his mark. You stay at 

a paper for years, but no one remembers 
what stories you did. On the other hand, you 
can write just a couple and people still talk 
about them years later. Vu’s “Why I Hate Ho 
Chi Minh” is one of them. It was amazing. 


BUDDY SEIGAL was a contributor and music 
editor from 1999 to 2006. His musical claim 
to fame was playing in the legendary band the 
Beat Farmers, led by Country Dick Montana. 
Steve Lowery: He was awesome and 
straightforward and had the sweetest way 
of threatening you. He would just kind of 
look at you, stare you down. He was that 
kind of guy who you knew had seen a lot 
more than you’ve even seen. And as much 
as you might pose as if you were a rock 
star, he really was. So he wasn’t impressed. 
Dave Wielenga: That dude knew music 
from the inside, and [there were] many 
ways he would let you see what it was 

like being a musician, on-the-road and 
behind-the-scenes stuff. And it was like 
when you watch those shows about come- 
dians: They’re funny onstage, but when 
you see behind the scenes, it’s kind of 
grungy and a little distasteful. And Buddy 
gave you an inside view of that. Some- 
times you’d think, “Man, I’m glad I didn’t 
have to be in a band with that dude.” But 
it was also such a valuable perspective. He 
was a growly guy with a heart of gold, and 


he was so glad when I started because I 
was older than most of the rest of the staff. 
Rebecca Schoenkopf: He was big and stout, 
and he was gruff, and he always had this 
sort of mean look on his face. But he was 
really nice to everybody, even the idiot kids. 


MIKE MENZA was the Weekly’s first circu- 
lation director. 

Michael Sigman: He was the longstanding 
circulation director for LA Weekly, and his 
task was to go down there and hire people 
who knew the streets of OC and supervise 
them from a distance. And he really did 

an amazing job. It’s an obviously big area, 
so to try to cover it with 60,000 to 70,000 
papers is really a risk. 

Swaim: He was a genius at figuring out 
these important questions, such as where 
you put a rack, how do you know people will 
pick it up, who is picking it up. He and Sig- 
man were amazing at figuring that stuff out. 


MARK KOCHEL came to the Weekly from the 
Sacramento News and Review to head ad 
sales. His two years at the paper saw record- 
breaking profits. 

Arellano: The paper was at its fattest 
under Mark. He was a guy who knew how 
to make sales. 

Heather Swaim: I loved Mark, and I think he 
was good for the paper. He liked to have fun. 


ma cow ANDREW 

( . \_| YoussEF was a 
ip 
— 


j photojournalist 
diagnosed with 
colon cancer in 
2011. He blogged 
regularly about 
his battle with 
the disease on 
the Weekly’s 
Heard Mental- 
ity blog with a column titled Last Shot. That 
battle ended Nov. 30, 2013. Rolling Stone 
mentioned his passing, which was one month 
after his favorite band, Nine Inch Nails, gave 
a shoutout to him onstage before their encore 
of “In This Twilight,” during a show in Las 
Vegas that he was too ill to attend. Music 
editor Nate Jackson wrote an eloquent cover 
story on Youssef in October 2013. 
Nate Jackson [from the story]: Whether you 
discovered Youssef through his column, 
sweated it out with him on the front lines of 
Coachella, or are seeing his face for the first 
time on the cover of this newspaper, there’s 
no doubt he has shown people what that 
kind of strength is all about. He reminds 
us that Superman is often the guy you least 
expect—the guy who spends his life in the 
trenches. Though not long for this world, 
he’s prepared to leave it exactly the way 
he should—at peace, hurtling towards the 
clouds, a mortal looking down on the world 
through the lens of a god, flying high. 


concert suide)) 


THIS WEEK 


FRIDAY, AUG. 28 

AMERICAN IDOL LIVE!: 7 p.m., $39-$69. Fox 
Performing Arts Center, 3801 Mission Inn Ave., 
Riverside. 

BILL CANTOS: 5:30 p.m., free with admission. Laguna 
Beach Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna 
Beach, (949) 494-1145; foapom.com. 

EC TWINS: 9 p.m., $15-$20. Sutra, 1870 Harbor Blvd., 
Ste. 200, Costa Mesa, (949) 722-7103; sutraoc.com. 

FLEX FRIDAY WITH DJ MIKE BRYANT: 10 p.m. 
Velvet Lounge, 416 W. Fourth St., Santa Ana. 

GENTLEMEN AMONGST WOLVES: 7 p.m., $10. 
Chain Reaction, 1652 W. Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, 
(714) 635-6067; allages.com. 

HELLBOUND GLORY: 8 p.m., $11-$13. Alex's Bar, 
2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

HORROR IN THE MOONLIGHT: 7 p.m., $10. Chain 
Reaction, 1652 W. Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, (714) 635- 
6067; allages.com. 

HUEY MACK: 11 p.m., $15. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

MARIACHI DIVAS: 7 p.m., $15-$40. House of Blues, 
1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

MELVIN SEALS AND THE JERRY GARCIA 
BAND: 8 p.m., $20. The Coach House, 33157 Camino 
Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 496- 
8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

THE MELVINS: 8 p.m., $15. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

MOONSVILLE COLLECTIVE: 8 p.m., $8. Constellation 
Room at the Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, (714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

MR. CLIT AND THE PINK CIGARETTES: 7 p.m., $5. 
Doll Hut, 107 S. Adams St., Anaheim, (714) 533-1286; 
facebook.com/worldfamousdh. 

ORGY: 6 p.m., $18. Tiki Bar, 1700 Placentia Ave., Costa 
Mesa, (949) 270-6262; tikibaroc.com. 

TULIPS: 9 p.m., free. The Glass House, 200 W. Second 
St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; theglasshouse.us. 

WAVS—THEE COOL CATS: 9 p.m. The Wayfarer, 

843 W. 19th St, Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; 
wayfarercm.com. 


SATURDAY, AUG. 29 

BIG SANDY: 7 p.m., $10-$160. Don the Beachcomber, 
16278 Pacific Coast Hwy., Huntington Beach, (562) 592- 
1321; donthebeachcomber.com. 

FIFTH STORY TENANTS: 11 p.m., $5. The Prospector, 
2400 E. Seventh St., Long Beach, (562) 438-3839; 
prospectorlongbeach.com. 

HELLBOUND HAYRIDE: 6 p.m., $20-$30. The Yost 
Theater, 307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana, (888) 862- 
9573; yosttheater.com. 

INCUBUS: 6:30 p.m., $52-$1,072. Irvine Meadows 
Amphitheatre, 8800 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine, 

(949) 855-8095. 

JFA: 1 p.m., $10. Doll Hut, 107 S. Adams St., Anaheim, 
(714) 533-1286; facebook.com/worldfamousdh. 

JOHN NOLAN: 8 p.m., $12-$15. The Wayfarer, 843 W. 
19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; wayfarercm.com. 

LOCZI: 9 p.m., $15-$20. Sutra, 1870 Harbor Blvd., Ste. 200, 
Costa Mesa, (949) 722-7103; sutraoc.com. 

MSTRKRFT: 11 p.m., $5. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

ORGY: 6 p.m., $18. Tiki Bar, 1700 Placentia Ave., Costa 
Mesa, (949) 270-6262, tikibaroc.com. 

RIOTGUN: 8 p.m., $5. Doll Hut, 107 S. Adams St., 
Anaheim, (714) 533-1286; facebook.com/worldfamousdh. 

WANTED AND CRIMES OF PASSION—THE 
MUSIC OF BON JOVI AND PAT BENATAR: 

9 p.m., $15. Lido Live, 3459 Via Lido, Newport Beach, 
(949) 723-0250; lidolive.com. 

WATSKY: 8 p.m., $20. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

THE WONDER YEARS: 2:30 p.m., free. Fingerprints, 
420 E. Fourth St., Long Beach, (562) 433-4996; 
fingerprintsmusic.com. 


SUNDAY, AUG. 30 

ALBERT LEE: 7 p.m., $22.50-$58.50. Gaslamp Restaurant 
& Bar, 6251 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, 

(562) 596-4718; thegaslamprestaurant.com. 

BEATROOTS: 5:30 p.m., free with festival admission. 
Laguna Beach Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna Canyon Rd., 
Laguna Beach, (949) 494-1145; foapom.com. 

BJ THE CHICAGO KID: 8 p.m., $15. Constellation 
Room at the Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, (714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

DANNY MAIKA: 8 p.m., free. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

DARYL HALL & JOHN OATES: 7:30 p.m., $75-$3,402. 
Irvine Meadows Amphitheatre, 8800 Irvine Center Dr., 
Irvine, (949) 855-8095. 

FULLY FULLWOOD REGGAE SUNDAYS: 3 p.m., $5. 
Don the Beachcomber, 16278 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach, (562) 592-1321; 
donthebeachcomber.com. 

GEOFFREY KEEZER: 2 p.m., free with festival admis- 
sion. Laguna Beach Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna Canyon 
Rd., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-1145; foapom.com. 

PLASTIC PINKS: 9 p.m., $5. Alex's Bar, 2913 E. Anaheim 
St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; alexsbar.com. 

PRETZEL LOGIC: 7 p.m., $12-$15. Saint Rocke, 

142 Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, (310) 372- 
0035; saintrocke.com. 

RICH HOMIE QUAN: 8 p.m., $30. The Observatory, 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

TROOPER THORN: 4 p.m., free. The Harp Inn, 130 E. 
17th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 646-8855; harpinn.com. 


MONDAY, AUG. 31 

BARBIE AND THE HOOKERS: 7 p.m., $6. Doll Hut, 
107 S. Adams St., Anaheim, (714) 533-1286; 
facebook.com/worldfamousdh. 

BRENT CANTER QUARTET: 8 p.m., free. The 
Lighthouse Cafe, 30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, 
(310) 376-9833; thelighthousecafe.net. 

MOTOWN ON MONDAYS: 8 p.m. The Federal 
Underground, 102 Pine Ave., Long Beach. 


TUESDAY, SEPT. 1 

BLACKBURN COUNTRY: 9 p.m., free. The Lighthouse 
Cafe, 30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, (310) 376-9833; 
thelighthousecafe.net. 

DJ BAIT: 8:30 p.m., free. The Swallow's Inn, 31786 
Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 493- 
3188; swallowsinn.com. 

TIJUANA TUESDAYS: DJ Impact, DJ Inhale, 9 p.m., 
free. Hurricanes Bar & Grill, 200 Main St., Huntington 
Beach, (714) 374-0500; hurricanesbargrill.com. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2 

BAYSIDE: 7 p.m., $20-$24. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

RAE SREMMURD: 8 p.m., $35. The Observatory, 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

SKA PARADE LOUNGE: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar 
Rock-N-Roll Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., 
Fullerton, (714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

ZEAL LEVIN: 8 p.m., $10-$12. Saint Rocke, 142 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, (310) 372-0035; 
saintrocke.com. 


THURSDAY, SEPT. 3 

CANNED HEAT: 8 p.m., $30. The Coach House, 

33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

CRASH KINGS: 8 p.m., $13. Saint Rocke, 142 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, (310) 372-0035; 
saintrocke.com. 

THE IRON MAIDENS: 7 p.m., $15. House of Blues, 
1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

LORDS AND LOVERS: 9 p.m., $5. Alex’s Bar, 

2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

WHEELAND BROTHERS & THE HOLDUP: 8 p.m., 
$10. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 
(714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 
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ROCKBAND ¥ PRESENTS 


THE WARNING 


OCT 11+ ON SALE FRI! 


CJ RAMONE 
SEPT 4 


Raskahuele 
Piracy Conspiracy 


9/3 TROOPER - CREATED BY IRON 
MAIDEN LISTENING PARTY WITH 


THE IRON MAIDENS 
ONS 
9/22 


OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER AT I1AM 
SPEND $20 IN THE RESTAURANT 
OR RETAIL STORE AND PASS THE LINE! 


FOR RESERVATIONS: 714.520.2334 


Cutt; citi 


“LOCAL BREWS~ 


l LOCAL GROOVES | 


THE ULTIMATE CRAFT BEER, FOOD AND MUSIC FESTIVAL! /~ 


SATURDAY,s SEPT. 19 


ARKANSAS TOOTHPICK 
FULLSCREEN LIVE PRESENTS: GIRLS 
NIGHT IN FEATURING MYLIFEA- 
SEVA, MEREDITH FOSTER, ALISHA 
MARIE, MEGHAN RIENKS, MIA 
STAMMER, AND ANDIE CASE 


9/20 BOWL 
9/25 WILD CHILD 


HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 


ANAHEIM 


SILVERSTEIN SENSES FAIL 


AA ALL 2018 Jam 


HUNDREDTH 
GAPS/Z—e 


NOVEMBER 30 
ON SALE NOW! 


DARIUS KOSKI cor SWINGIN’ UTTERS) 
KRIS ORLOWSKI i 
VINNIE & THE HOOLIGANS 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


P JEST 


NG FOR SOUP 


9/27 CATFISH AND THE BOTTLEMEN 


10/1 


MARTY FRIEDMAN 

10/4 THE WORD FEAT. ROBERT RAN- 
DOLPH, JOHN MEDESKI 
& N. MISSISSIPP] ALLSTARS 

10/7. BETH HART 

10/14 KODALINE 


EVERY OTHER SUNDAY 11AM 
FOR TICKETS CALL 714.778.BLUE 


1530 S. DISNEYLAND DR. IN THE DOWNTOWN DISNEY® DISTRICT 
FOR INFO & TIX 714.778.BLUE HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 


VIP PACKAGES & RESERVATIONS | © : 714-520-2316 JX] : VIPHOBANA@LIVENATION.COM 


Shows are all ages and standing room only unless otherv 
Tickets subject to all applicable facility fees and service charg 


e noted. Show dates and times are subject to change. 
Applicable fees and charges apply to all ticket sales. 
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| HEADQUARTERS! 
UPCOMING SEX EDUCATION EVENT: 


TOYGASMS: =p PLAYING WELE HOW TO PERFORM BUTT 
8/27 @ 7:15pm WITH OTHERS: A WORLD CLASS BASICS: 


What is it? What do | do with it? 9/10 @ 7:15PM BLOWJOB: 10/8 @ 7:15PM 

Where do | put it? Vibrators, dildos, hi ele ‘I In thi ehh ‘I 

cock rings, anal toys, lube and other Int SRO OR NE 9/24 @ 7:15PM De a ne 
navigate the different explore anal play for both 


slippery stuff. This workshop will give 


This workshop will feature tips and 
you a chance to learn how to use a 


d . We will 
techniques for amazing blowjobs HRS ie aterm ae 


nonmonogamous options such 
learn how to have the 


as threesomes, swinging and 


variety of sex toys in an even wider Ge d handjobs! : : 
variety of situations. Perfect for folks Pere ths will elias eels ted aaa ease 
Paliena ‘antahons cand safety & jealousy issues : : playing safely. We wi 
Sera SL oniee Lee ae and how to have the best aes workshop is open to women cover anal toys as well as 
i f experiences. rae anal sex! 


new to sex toys or more advanced. 


Space is limited! 
Workshops are $10 per person, or $15 per couple when prepaid in advance. If space is available, tickets are $20 per person at the door. 


PEGS SSeS a SoS See | YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR: 


I 2 0 % OFF *Present this ad for discount. Exp. 9/10/15 
O ANY PURCHASE OVER $25_| SEXY LINGERIE (S-XXXXL) | ADULT TOYS & NOVELTIES 
| Not valid on sale items, previously purchased items or with any other discount or promotion. | SEXY SHO ES | XXX DVDS | Keli fe) NS & EDI BLES 


Not valid on Lelo or We-Vibe products. Only one coupon may be redeemed per person. 


Lo ee eee See eae eee a ee J BACHELORETTE PARTY SUPPLIES 


17955 SKY PARK CIRCLE, SUITE A, IRVINE* 949-660-4990 
STORE HOURS: MON — SAT 11AM - 7PM 
CALL FOR DIRECTIONS TO STORE! 


Savase Love 


THE BOYFRIEND EXPERIENCE 
BY DAN SAVAGE 


Special Dan note to OC Weekly readers on 
account of its 20th anniversary: OC Weeklyis a 
good paper that used to be great. What would the 
editors have to do to make this paper great again? 
Start running my column—and not just one week 
in some special “anniversary” issue that readers 
don't care about. (Adults don’t care about their 
parents’ birthdays, Gustavo; what makes you 
think they give a shit about their newspapers’ 
birthdays?) They'll have to run it every damn 
week! XO —Dan 


My boyfriend of six months tied me up for 
the first time a month ago. He didn’t know 
what he was doing, and I didn’t get turned on 
because it hurt. | got him two sessions with 
a professional bondage top as a gift. | was 
the “model,” and | was very turned on as the 
instructor walked my boyfriend through safe 
bondage techniques and positions. The guy 
was attractive, but not as attractive as my 
boyfriend. At one point, | shuddered, and my 
boyfriend is convinced | had an orgasm. He 
says | cheated right in front of him, and now 
he wants to dump me. What do I do? 
Helplessly Explaining My Predicament 


Call that attractive instructor, HEMP, and tell him 
you're single now, so you'll be coming to that 
second session alone. 


I'ma woman in a straight relationship. | woke 
up this morning, and my BF wasn't in bed with 
me. He felt ill in the middle of the night and 
went to sleep in the spare reom—where he 
found a condom in its wrapper behind the 
nightstand. Now my BF thinks I'm cheating 

on him. | haven't cheated on him and have no 
desire to. | have an IUD, and we are monoga- 
mous, so we don't use condoms. But | used to 
keep condoms around to use on an old sex toy 
that I liked but was allergic to. That toy is long 
gone (I found out it was made of terrible mate- 
rials and disposed of it), but | kept the con- 
doms in case | met someone. That someone 
ended up being him—but by the time we met, 
! had an IUD. | explained all this to him, but he 
doesn't believe me. We've lived together for 
two years and were just talking about buying 
a house and having kids. 

Condom Resurfaces and Shatters Happiness 


Your boyfriend should ask himself—order him to 
ask himself—which is the likelier scenario: that 
his girlfriend scatters condoms around the house 
because she’s cheating on him? Or that his girl- 
friend, like almost all sexually active adults who 
have used condoms for birth control, disease 
prevention and sex-toy safety, has a few loose 
condoms rattling around her living space? 

That your boyfriend can't accept your 
perfectly reasonable explanation for that one 
stray condom, CRASH, has me wondering if the 
recent talk about buying a house and having 
kids might be the actual issue. Is he looking for 
an excuse to dump you, and the stray condom 
is a convenient casus belli? Or is he really that 


jealous and insecure? If he doesn’t want to 
buy a house and have kids, then you obviously 
shouldn't buy a house or have kids with him. 
But the same goes if he’s really this jealous and 
insecure. You don't want to be saddled with a 
partner who sees evidence of infidelity where 
none exists, CRASH, because life is a parade of 
incidents and ephemera—an easily misinter- 
preted text message from a male co-worker, a 
stray pair of underpants left behind by a boy- 
friend who predates him, a cute waiter/barista/ 
personal trainer who catches your eye—that 
could potentially set him off. 

Everyone is entitled to moments of insecurity, 
of course, but you don't want to be with a man 
who melts down over nothing. 


I'ma bed wetter and am super embarrassed 
about it. My boyfriend knows, and I know he 
doesn't mean to hurt me, but he makes jokes 
about it. He even once saw me wet myself 
and made a joke. | know I should say some- 
thing, but I'm afraid to. 

Wants Emotional Tenderness 


There are only two reasons your boyfriend 
would be making jokes about your bed-wetting 
problem: He is trying to be nice (he mistakenly 
believes these jokes put you at ease; he’s trying 
to make you feel less self-conscious, not more; 
he wants to make the bed-wetting seem like 

no big deal, i.e., something you two can laugh 
off together) or he is a giant asshole (he knows 
you're sensitive about it and makes these jokes 
anyway because HE’S AN ASSHOLE; he makes 
jokes expressly to demean you because HE’S 
AN ASSHOLE; he is intentionally shredding your 
self-esteem so that (1) you'll think that no one 
else would ever want you and (2) you'll settle 
for this guy even though HE’S AN ASSHOLE). 

There's just one way to figure out whether he’s 
a nice doofus who's accidentally hurting you or a 
giant asshole who actually does mean to hurt you: 
USE YOUR WORDS. Tell him the jokes hurt your 
feelings—no smile, no ambiguity, no gloss—and 
then see what happens. If he knocks it off, WET, he 
was a nice doofus and the relationship may be sal- 
vageable. If he keeps it up, if the jokes don't stop, 
he's a giant asshole and he actually does mean to 
hurt you and the relationship isn't worth salvaging. 
(Please bear this in mind: An asshole might claim 
to be a nice doofus—he'll tell you he was just try- 
ing to make you feel better about the bed-wetting 
thing with humor—but if the jokes don't stop... 
he’s not a nice doofus. He's a giant asshole.) 

The reason you're afraid to say something is 
that you don’t want to lose him. But you need to 
flip that on its head: If your boyfriend is a giant 
asshole—even if he’s just a medium asshole— 
you should be in a big fucking hurry to lose him. 
Say something. 


Listen to the Lovecast, with special guest Peter 
Sagal from Wait Wait . . . Don't Tell Me!: 
www.savagelovecast.com. Email Dan at 
mail@savagelove.net, and follow him on 
Twittter: @fakedansavage. 


RED’. 
SHOWGIRL 


NOW OPEN! 
Fully NUDE 18+ 


SPECIALS 

ADWis NIGHT! 
ADMISSION 

(W/AD) a 


COUPLES — Thuy ny — 


een See ae 


$10 LAP 

DANCES 8-11PM 
EVERYDAY 

VIP ROOMS W/ 


RL HOSTESS 
ONE FREE DANCE! 


MONDAY & TUESDAY 
(W/AD) 
8351 KATELLA AVE. STANTON, CA 
714-816-0007 | 6PM - 2AM | 7 DAYS 
WWW.REDLIPSSHOWGIRLS.COM 


WHEN YOU 
WEED 70... 


$5 OFF 


EVERY $20 SPENT! 


**PROMOTION ENDS 9/10/15 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT 
OR PROMOTION 


ADULT TOYS, 
NOVELTIES, 
LUBES, LOTIONS, 
CINGERIE E DVDS 


Open 24/7 | 213 N. Harbor Blvd. Santa Ana, CA 92703 | 714-554-4495 
www.spankysonline.com 


ju PLACE a 
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LLEGE BLVD. 
ANAPIENVE CA. JZ0U0 
714-808-8500 
: VV. VENE PANGUL.ULUN, 


This coupon is good for one free entry 
into California Girls - Anaheim. 


One person per coupon only. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


f = OC WKLY @ 
— >. ~ © T 


Anaheim Expires 12-31-15 


1 Iie 


618 E. BALL RD. ANAHEIM, CA 
114-939-0011 


WWW. OCFLAMINGUGIRLS.COM 


pong § 
109)NSHarbor,Bivd™ 
Senta Ama, CAGEUB 
(7Gl4)[55420494 


BS 


SAARA 


* 


NEW VIP SPECIALS 


FREE ADMISSION DAY NIGHT 


MUST PRESENT AD AT THE DOOR FOR DISCOUNT 


Los onto SAHARATHEATER,. XXX 
FOR ROLL CALLS UPDATES & WEEKLY PROMOTIONS 


1210 S. State CoLLece Biypd Suite C 


ANAHEIM, CA 92806 


(714) 772-2242 


- = 
f /SAHARATHEATER @| SAHARA_THEATER 


"FREE ENTRY: 


| 1 PERSON PER PASS. CANNOT BE 
j COMBINED W/ ANY OTHER OFFER. 
VALID AT CALI GIRLS SANTA ANA 


1959 Harbor Blvd, Costa Mesa 92627 
(949) 631-5616 


| Fhe is] @wickedchamber 


Turning down the lights 
with offers and specials 
from the sexiest placesin 
oc... right into your inbox. 


OCWEEKLY.COM/ 


(EWEEKLY 


REDUCED 
WAREHOUSESPRICES 


20% OFF 


¢ ADULT DVDS 

TOYS 

¢ LOTIONS 

¢ BACHELORETTE PARTY SUPPLIES 
© WATER PIPES 

© SEXY LINGERIE 


ol 
SO 
~— 
et Bz 
3 : 


SEXY SHOE 


Ss 


fitxr& © SHOP OVER 
14,000 ITEMS 
ONLINE AT: 
COUPLESMO.COM 


Save on shipping- 
order directly 
from our store! 


_ 


1820 PCH, LOMITA | 310.530.7799 
910 S. EUCLID ST., ANAHEIM | 714.533.3766 


OPEN 7 DAYS SUN—THU 10:30 AM-10:30 PM 


& FRI-SAT 10:30 AM-11:30 PM 


“Super Thexchys » 


SrITUROAY Sis 
>) = (Al2 
SEUERY SATURDAY EVENING? 


BELVEDERE & PATRON BOTTLES 
(IPM-1AM) 


$5 FIREBALL SHOTS 


4-4-$40 DANCE SPECIALS 
$100 MANAGER BOTTLE SPECIAL 


SPEARMINT wi RHINO 
‘GENTLEMEN'S CLUBS 


FREE ENTRY DAILY UNTIL 6PM 


19900 Normandielave: Torrance 90502 


310- “53292427 21+ w/ID 
Open 7 Days A Week Ipm-2am 
Mat) \\\ 
spearmintrhino.com 


valid during special events. 
rrance location only. 


SUNDAYS 2/7 £o 
Pn ie 
$10 VIP - i 


PRIVATE DANCES 
MINIMUM 3 


Sees eee 


«$250 


sapeane! risen a asa 


“MONDAYS 
$10 


$100 


EVERY MON..oF 


CN eS REPRE ESE POA D3 BETO 


—e Fa a adil AS eet Rs NIE AT SE 


NOW EVERY TUESDA 


_ VIE ees Ses) $10: Couch & Blackout Dances 


WEDNESDAYS 
2-4-1, ADMISSION, DANCES, DRINKS 


: Dore ess ewer Or wee 


30MIN 
‘AITRY ROCK MIGHT saves S100 
; EVERY THURSDAY ALL NIGHT 
7) $5 opr Anson wine comBOY ROOTS. HAT OR COLLEGE U0 


Deak Eee ees SN Rn! os 


PASI a WIP LRP SITE AL SPIT IB BR CET FG DEAE IED EDEL AE ILE BELLONA LORE ITIL IAE| 


4 VIP DANCES FOR ‘40 | NOMORE WRISTBANDS 
- FREE ADMISSION UNTIL 2PM DAILY wedny 
f+ 
ANAVEM 2640 W. WOODLAND DR. | 714.220.2524 | IMPERIALSHOWGIRLSOC.COM © 
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HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY SUNDAYS 


> 930/S$45|CAPS ON MID & TOP SHELVES — 
/ P Disability 10% off 
_ Veteran discount 157 
_ p- Handicap accessible 


Cheapest and widest 
-Z) 


selection of PX veo oc 
5 Gram 1/8th 


14211 Beach Blvd. Westminster, CA © 714.902.1188 @ 1!0am-8pm 


central 


Mega Store / Mega Selection 


OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL. 


Follow Us for the latest updates 
More Info visit 
Phone 


Instagram / Twitter: 


(EWEEKLY 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 714.550.5900 
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LBC 420 EVALUATIONS 


By. Dr. Raja Toke 
Southern\GaliforniaisfMostvAtfordableyen 


WE MATCH ANY COMPETITORS PRICES RENEWALS 


(with proof of ad) 


* CALLUS NOW & SEE/A\DOCTOR TODAY! 
*1007> PRIVATE)& CONFIDENTIAL 
* IF YOU|DONT/ QUALIFY YOU DON'T PAY! 


1BC 420 Evaluations is one of the largest and most trusted cli the Long Beach area 
nies Pi BIT OME ERC OST: Soe eee eae 


4h] STREET 
MEDICAL CTR 


MEDICAEIMARISWANAVEVALEWATHO)NS) 


withithistadionly, 


PRIGCESTARE FORMEEUEL WEAR 
RECOMMENDATION 


With)thisjadjonly; 


ON THE BORDERTOR MU STHN &/SANTAVAINAS IN TEES NEXUS) 
GARIDEIN)PEAZAQINGBERWEEN RHE SE MVIYG8) FIRS ENVIN 


NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 


(M4) 599=79170 


2112 & Gril Sin 2aco: Galil 
SVAINTA AVNVA, GA S27/083 


street 
medical 


OPEN LATE! 


We’re open til ig 
12PM-1AMMON- THUR Holistic Flowers 
Natures Best Medicine 


12PM - 2AM FRI - SAT 
12PM - 12AM SUN Fast, Friendly Service 


Delivery ONLY in 
South Orange County 


CALL 949-436-6420 


New Members can register online holisticflowers.com * info@holisticflowers.com tu, _ 
Non-Profit Mutual Benefit Corp, Prop 215 SB 420 and CHSC 11362.5 & 1362.7 Comi } 


EaseCanna 


LICENSED MEDICA” 
DOCTORS PROVIDING 


Atiordable Evaluation= 
EVALUATION CENTER IN OC, LONG BEACH, WHITTIER, & RIVERSIDE 


RIVERSIDE LOCATION NOW OPEN 
ON SUNDAYS! 


| eo a9 


LICENSED)BY(CA\MEDICAL)BOARD 


; — 
WPATIENT SPECIALS! 
¢ DOCTOR'S RECOMMENDATION WITH INCREASED QUANTITY OF 
PLANTS FOR GROWING AND FOLLOW UP VISITS AS NECESSARY. 


¢ PHOTO ID WITH POCKET, SIZE RECOMMENDATION. 
OAHRYINFOIUINE! LONG BEACH OFFICE 
LOCATION IN 
(714) 880-4488 | Baa 
PUCCIO AEC a (WOMAN'S HEALTH BUILDING) 
WHITTIER: 


© 100% PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL, \\ “SSNS 
¢ MINI RECOMMENDATIONS AVAILABLE NOW ~ 

© WE MATCH ANY PRICE WITH PROOF \\ 
© DISCOUNTS: DISABLED, MILITARY, VETERANS 


NEW PATIENTS / RENEWALS 
(EXPIRES 09/30/15) 


KIWSIM40 


ALL patients a licensed Californ 


ii-Sgu0-Obu-vo2u) SPECIAL! S 


Recommendations 
Starting at 


verification 
All Patients 
TWO LOCATIONS: 
440 Fair Drive, Suite S. 227 Open 7 Days a Week 


. os Costa Mesa, CA 92626 Walk-Ins Welcome! 
7, \>/ 1626 E. 17th St Monday-Sunday 
ene? Za \S i 4 8) 7 BE : ; 9am to 6pm 
See = — cae i xXaIa2 Santa Ana,CA92705____ Yo hablo Espanol! é 
“ai = <a husaath 
~~ ——, * <s | Ip ZY 0 eA GR 


Pe i @ 
cer ig fsccd 


Q06S° OSS PLL T1VO ASILUFAGY OL 


HEB ESTPRRIGESINIORANGECOUNIN 
BRIAN GAMBLE, M.D. 


Professional 
a Photo 
ID Cards 


895 E. YORBA LINDA BLVD. #204 A PLACENTIA 92870 
MON-FRI 11AM-7PM #® CLOSED SAT/SUN ® 714.328.3712 


1671 W. KATELLA AVE. STE. 130, ANAHEIM 


MON-FRI 11AM-7PM ® SAT 11AM-6PM # SUN TIAM-5PM Verification! 


NEW PATIENTS RENEWALS 


$30 |$20° 


NO WAITING, FAST PROCESSING 
SillKEUSJONIFACEBOOK! 
WIWW:FAGEBOOK¢COM//BRIANGAMBUEMD 


714-530-3322 


know your medicine 


MEDS TESTED BY as sclabs 
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% 5G ON 35 CAP (st.ecteD TEM) FTP SPECIALS 12570 Brookhurst St. #1, Garden Grove CA. 92840 
35 CAP ON PRIVATE RESERVE 
» BUY ONE GET ONE FREE ON VETERAN & SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


» 250 02 DEAL ON TRUE CURE ol MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS ® 
OG TESTED AT 27% THC WITH ANY DONATION WALK INS WELCOMED 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MON - SAT 9am - 7pm | SUN 10am - 6:30pm, 


**BRING THREE AND THE FOURTH PERSON FREE!!! *TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 09/30/15 L@ CS ee == 


(WW/WO9°A1I9MI0 


1921 Carnegie Ave #3H, Santa Ana | 949-752-6272 


RELIABLE & COMPASSIONATE 
DELIVERY - SERVING ALL OC: 


714-760-0135 SUNSTHURS TOP NOTCH | f 


Miat-25eM FLOWERS, 
HABLAMOS (y/7S.\r (OA) © UNI “goiptes v 
PROP 215&SB420 mone -0 
COMPLIANT 


For Dany Speciacs & Menu, Downtoap Cannanunt App i's Searcu: D.ADS. 


915 915 
Adult Massage Adult Massage 


* Grand 
Openingx 


999 Roses 
Hot Asian Girls to Pamper 
you! Massage, Facials, 
Relaxation! 14291 Euclid St. 
#D111, Garden Grove 
(714) 554-3936 


Cityvibe.com 


is offéring specials for 


limited time. Call us 
and we se get your 
a 


up the same day! 


(310) 247-7744 


Exotic Hottie 
All Natural Model 


Sexy, fit, curvy, Busty Gi 

dess caters to Tantric ful 
body pleasure. CMT, deep 
tissue, & Swedish, prostate 


All Natural Beauty 
Avail. Til 4am 


Cozy VIP Private 


Sensual body. Up late? 
So am |. Beautiful 
exotic model available 
10am till late hours.. 4am 


beautiful looks. Fetish/ 
Fantasies. BDSM, worship, 
spank, role play, x-dress, 
medical, foot leg, stockings, 
nurse, sounds. Mild sensual 
to heavy play. Incall 2 me or 
outcall iS or oon) special. 
1090 


Toned & slender beauty 
relaxing, sensuous, CMT 


G spot intense release, 
prostate stimulation 
Tantric sensual & sooth- 
ing experience w/stun- 
ning girl. Nice, private. 
Spec fate 200 
818-821-9090 


Make over 


$100,000 


a year 
bombshells ENT is 
looking for new talent 
any race welcome. 


BLACK MALE & 


5'4", 130 lbs of lean muscle, 
handsome face, smooth 
and athletic, Ocean view 

massage. Private Personal 
Training also avail. Michael 
(562)714-4270 
Or 2 Male Masseurs also 
avail.MC/Visa Accepted. 


* Shin Care * 


BODY CARE. MASSAGE CENTER. 


VOTED #FY/DIFFERENT GIRLS DAILY. FREE SHOWER 
GUARANTEED PRETTY & YOUNG, UNDER 21 ¥/0 OR MONEY BACK. 


@gmail.com or call 


424-269-8142 


BIST BOLSA AVE, MIDWAY CITY, CA'S2655 - (714) 487-3404 
ok BODYANDSKINCAREMASSAGE COM ie 


Grand Opening! 


Lake Forest Spa Waxing 


SUMMER SPECIAL! 


BRAZILIAN & FULL 
BODY WAX FOR 

MR. & MS. 
949-228-7672 » N 
949-768-8258 | 


23782 Mercury Road, Lake F Fore 
lakeforestspamassage. com 


GRAND 
OPENING 


$10 OFF 
3 w/ad 

2105 E Ball Rd., Anaheim 
714-991-5678 


4 


12505 Beach Blvdi##b3\Stanton, CA 90680 
Beach & Lampson (Inside 7-Eleven Center) 
Open 7days/week: 10am - 10 


10356 Beach Blvd. Stanton, CA 90680 
LOCATED BEHIND TACO BELL 


| Open 7days/week: 10am - 10pm 


(714) 653:2381\ 


LAKE FOREST/assage 
GRAND OPENING 
WAXINGS19/ A 
WITH MASSAGE 
$45/1HR Wie 


EA 


949.768.8258 . 
23782 MERCURY RD. 
LAKE FOREST, 92630 


FREE Table Shower 
in Your Own 
PRIVATE Massage Room 
(Regular Shower 
Also Available) 


TEMPTATION 
MASSAGE 
11855 BEACH BLVD 
STANTON CA 90680 
714 983 6624 


ON BEACH BETWEEN 
ORANGEWOOD & 
CHAPMAN NEXT TO 
SMOKE SHOP 


SPECIAT 
$.35/HERY 


RUE: 
IMEANIN GIO Fy 
RELAXATION 


SWEET) 
TOUNG 
STARE 


HEALTHINESS SPA 


HEALTHINESSSPA.COM 


LUXURY SPA MASSAGE 
FULL BODY MASSAGE, TABLE SHOWERS, 
WAX, DEEP TISSUE & SWEDISH 


714-947-0037 °°: 714-276-7717 


8509 CERRITOS AVE. STANTON (CORNER CERRITOS & DALE ST) 


GRAND OPENING 
Rice Flower Health Spa & Massage 


$60/HR 
MASSAGE 


4100 Long Beach Blvd# 202, Long Beach 
(562)253-0027 * Mon-Fri:10am -9 pm 
Sat -Sun : 10 am-8 pm 


Honey Spies 


Healthy Choice, 
Happy Life.” 


INDULGE YOURSELF 
WITH HONEY’S PRIVATE 
& COZY EXPERIENCE. 


NEWLY LOCATED AT ii 
4A0 FAIR DR. SUITE M,‘COSTAYMESA 


for more 


OCATED: 
| 1241 1/2 S. MAIN ST. SANTA ANA CA 


92707 CALL US : 714-610-9539 
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Brand New Spot 


“Private Room? 


Shower Available}, 


1877 W Katella Avef 
Anaheim CA 92804 
Katella/Nutwood 
714-782-7728 


\ 


1 Try and You Will 
Come Back! 


wy, Heat Up Your 
ee) Night On RedHot 


4.627. 2273 


4 More Local Numbers: 1.800.700.6666 


18+ redhotdateline.com 


q AMERICA'S HOTTEST 
psi CHATLINE! 


714-627-2269 


REAL REOFEE 
REAL DESIRE 
REAL FUN 


714.627.2267 


Eargeryand|VovelyszadiesyofsSoyCalll! 
SKINNYAEADIESInotyAEEOWED! 


Create FREE personal profile 
and get results within minutes! 


714-460-1130 
909-510-5494 
949-271-0058 
951-572-3069 
Call toll free 
1-855-488-4455 
You must be over 18 fo use this service. APC, Inc. Does not prescreen 


‘alers. Al caller agree to hold APC, Inc harmless with regard fo any 
interactions occurring as a result of using this program. 


iscount 


Mddddiltdddddddlttédddd 


$45 Hr FREE 
Table shower 


$35 HHR 


7 days/week : 
u),  10am-midnight 


(714) 905-0050 


www.megamates.com 18+ 


Try for FREE 


Ahora en Espanol 


For More Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 


www.livelinks.com 


fonochat 


Teligence/18+ 
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Queen Spa 
Young Asian Girls « Hot Massage 
Nice Place To Relax ¢ Private Room 


1234 W. Chapman Orange, 92868 
Main & Chapman 714-771-1248 


Massage Spa 


J 
24741 Alicia Pkwy, Laguna Hills 92653 “4 


clus YoIC 
ie 


Sit f SL BENE wy é 


EUALE. 


GRAND 
OPENING 


"| 10pm 


CYPRESS 
714-828-8280 
5480 Lincoln Ave. 


13312\EUCLID ST., GARDEN GROVE 92843 


I | (BTWN GARDEN GROVE BLVD & TRASK) (CLOSE TO 22 FWY) 


STAR TOUCH OF 
ACUPRESSURE EXCELLENCE 


999) IKoseS 


14291 Euclid St. 
Unit D 111, Garden Grove 


714.554.3936 


Advertise in the 


(EWEEKLY 


CONTACT YOUR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


714.550.5900 


936 
Transexual Escorts 


Sexy Latina TS 


Very Sexy With Nice 
‘od 


Body 
Fully Functional & 
Feminine! 
Grace - 323-209-9196 


945 
Phone Services 


"MEET PEOPLE FROM 
YOUR OWN LOCAL 
AREAI!!" 

Want to add a little spice 
to your life, discover and 
meet new people from 
own local area? 


ways FREE to 

hundreds of per- 

ads and always 

record your own 

personal greeting for 

others to hear! Call now! 
(818) 861-0018 

0) 873-0533 


(714) 426-0803 
(949) 655-0035 
(805) 601-1127 


Where Local Girls Go Wild! 
Hot, Live, Real, Discreet! Un- 
censored live 1-on-1 HOT 
phone Chat. Calls in YOUR 
city! Try FREE! Call 
1-800-261-4097 


RIPPED MUSCLE JOCKS & 
BEEFY HAIRY BEARS! 
are waiting to chat live 

with you. Try us FREE!! 18+ 

It's discreet and it's hot! 
Call 714-464-8977 


#1 GAY, BI CHAT & HOOKUPS 
Discreet chat that will 
turn you onl! 

FREE to try!! 18+ 
Call 714-464-8977 


——— 
945 
Phone Services 


FREE PARTYLINE! 
- 712-432-7968 
8+ Normal LD Applies 


Private Connections 
Try it free! 
-708-613-2104 
Normal LD Applies 18+ 


HOT Gay Chat! 
-708-613-2103 
8+ Normal LD Applies 


$10 Buck Phone Sex 
Live 1.0n1 
-877-919-EASY (3279) 18+ 


Sexy Swinger: s line! 
-800-785-2833 
-800-811-4048 
Sexy Hot toca Girls! 
-888-660-4: 
-800-990- 9377 
Erotic Playround!!! 
-888-404-3330 
-800-619-2428 18+ 


Intimate Connections 
-800-928-MEET (6338) 
Naughty Older Women 
-800-251-4414 
-800-529-5733 18+ 


Hot & Nasty Phone Sex 
1-800-960-4328 18+ 


éHablas Espanol? HOT Lati- 
no Chat. Call Fonochat now 
& in seconds you can be 
speaking to HOT Hispanic 
singles in your area 

Try FREE! 1-800-416-3809 


Feel the Vibe! Hot Black 
Chat. Urban women and 
men ready to MAKE THE 
CONNECTION Call singles in 
your area! Try FREE! Call 
1-800-305-9164 


R Spa & Massage 


13846 Red Hill Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 


Lotus Spa 
1-714-892-5511 


7010 Katella Ave Stanton, CA 90680 


Service 


Young Girls 


515 W COMMONWEALTH AVE. #106, 


WE WEEKLY 


Turning down the lights 
with offers and specials 
from the sexiest places in 
OC... Right into your inbox. 


XN 


OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


2975 Red Hill Avenue, Suite 150 | Costa Mesa, CA 92626 1714.590.5900) free online ads & photos at oc.backpage.com 


CONDITIONS: All advertisements are published upon 


he representation by 


he advertiser and/or agency that the agency and advertiser are authorized 


to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof, that the contents are not unlawful, and do not infringe on the rights of any person or entity 


and that the agency and advertiser have obtained all 
produce all necessary permission and releases. In con 
the OC Weekly harmless from and against any loss o 


necessary permission and releas 


ity for any error appearing in an advertisement is limited to 


es. Upon the OC Weekly's request, the agent or advertiser will 
sideration of the publication of advertisements, the advertiser and agency will indemnify and save 
expenses arising out of publication of such advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to 
revise, reject or omit without notice any advertisement at any time. The OC Weekly accepts no liability for it’s failure, for any cause, to insert 
advertisement. Publication and placement of advertisements are not guaranteed. Liabi 


cost of the space actually occupied. No allowance, however, will be granted for an error that does not materially affect the value of an advertisement. 
To qualify for an adjustment, any error must be reported within 15 days of publication date. Credit for errors is limited to first insertion. Drawings, 


artwork and articles for re 


production are accepted only at the advertiser's 


isk and should be clearly marked to facilitate their return. The OC Weekly 


reserves the right to revise its advertising rates at any time. Announcements of an increase shall be made four weeks in advance to contract advertis- 


ers. No verbal agreement 


actors’ alley 


642 
Classes 


Standup 
Comedy 
Workshop 


Taught by 20 year vete 
ran standup pro. 
For More info go to 
www.KillerkKomedy. 


com 
949-313-1030 


automotive 


421 
Used Auto 


AUTOS WANTED 

CASH FOR CARS: Any 
Car/Truck. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come 
To You! Call For Instant Of- 
fer: 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com 


427 
Misc. Auto 


AUTO INSURANCE STARTING 
AT $25/ MONTH! Call 
855-977-9537 


altering the rates and/or the terms of this rate card shall be 


810 
Health 


Struggling with DRUGS or 
ALCOHOL? tAddicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who 
cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free 
assessment. 800-978-6674 


VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 

20mg. 40 Pills + 4 FREE for 
only $99. #1 Male aad 
ment! ee Shippin 

Save $500. Buy the Blue Pill 
Now! 1-800-404-1271 


home services 


554 
Misc. Home Services 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price $34.99 
Ask About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
888-992-1957 


Get CABLE TV, INTERNET & 
PHONE with FREE HD Equip- 
ment and install for under 
$3 a day! Call Now! 
855-602-6424 


KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris 
Bed Bug Killers/ KIT. 
Available: Hardware Stores, 
Buy Online/Store: home- 


depot.com 


Consultant & Service: Credit Repair 
| will fix your credit score to help you easily 
buy a car or house. Results in 4 -90 days. 
Call Kimora Kim 951-220-1354 


CA 


SH 


FOR CARS 
$100 TO $5,000 


We will buy your 
CAR, TRUCK, VAN, 
RV or BOAT... 


949-37 


59-5178 


714-514-0886 


home services 


554 
Misc. Home Services 


KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. No Mess, 
Odorless, Long Lasting. 
Available at ACE Hardware, 
The Home Depot 


650 
Adoption Notices 


ADOPTION SERVICES 
PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in 


LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7 Abby's One True Gift 
Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexi- 
co/Indiana 


Strategic Planning Depart- 
ment Manager (Yorba Linda, 
CA) Plan/develop trading/ 
marketing strategies for 
headquarter/overseas 
branches; Coordinate 
international business 
considering firm objective, 
market characteristics/ 
economic factors; Manage 
marketing specialists for 
hiring, training/perfor- 
mance evaluation.40hrs/ 
wk. Bachelor in International 
Business or related and 
Minimum 5years experience 
in Planning or Marketing or 
related Required. Resume 
to KPI Ultrasound, Inc. 
Attn:Steven S Minn, 23865 
Via Del Rio, Yorba Linda, 

CA 92887 


new age 


EMPLOYMENT 

* ASTROLOGERS, 
PSYCHICS, TAROT READ- 
ERS NEEDED! P/T F/T 
$12-$36 per hour. 
tambien en Espanol. 
954-524-9029 


Rentals 


305 
Roommates 


ROOMATES WANTED 


ecognized. 


new age 


PSYCHIC & 
LIFE COACH 


Specializing in Re-uniting 
all broken love affairs. 
Helps with ALL 
life problems 
Reunites Lovers Forever 
Call Paula for $10 special 
(310) 254-7704 


services 


$50,000 - $75,000! 
CASH IN 7 DAYS 
NO Interest, NO Pay- 
ment, 

NOT a Loan! 
Various types of 
programs available to 
suit your needs. 
Any California Real Estate 
with Good Equity 
(626) 548 - 3817 


525 
Legal Services 


Robbed by your 
Employer? 
Working overtime & 
called salaried? Told to 
clock out but continue to 
work? Called an indepen- 
dent contractor/1099 
employee? Speak w/at- 
torney Diane Mancinelli at 
no cost to you. 
(714)734-8999 


530 
Misc. Services 


Curious About Men? Talk 
Discreetly with men like 
you! Try FREE! Call 
1-888-779-2789 www.guys- 
pyvoice.com 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price $34.99. 
Ask About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
844-597-4481 


ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM. Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find 
the perfect roommate to complement your personality and 


lifestyle at ROommates.com! 


Education 


AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here - Get started by 
training as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Fi- 
nancial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
800-725-1563 


EARN $500 A DAY 
As AIRBRUSH 
MAKEUP ARTIST 
For: Ads *TV« 
FilmeFashion*HDs Digital 

35% OFF TUITION - 
One Week Course 
Train & Build Portfolio. 
Models Provided 
Taught by top makeup 
artist & photographer 
Accredited. A+ Rating 
Better Business Bureau 
Details at: 
AwardMakeupSchool. 
com 


(818) 980-2119 


Assistant Pastor: f/t; Non- 
profit Christian church; 
conduct pastoral activities; 
M.A. in Religion, Theology 
and Ethics or Related; Re- 
sume: Blessed Presbyterian 
Church @ 8841 Valley View 
St., Buena Park, CA 90620 


FREE Cable 
TV 


4 Life! 


New Company! Hiring 
Text 323-364-3750 
www.JoinFreeCable.com 


HELP WANTED 

MAKE $1000 Weekly! Mail- 
ing Brochures From Home. 
Helping home workers 
since 2001. Genuine Oppor- 
tunity. No Experience Re- 
quired. Start Immediately. 
www.theworkingcor- 
ner.com 


Printed Circuit Board Design 


Engineer: PCB engineering 
company in Anaheim, CA. 
High school diploma + 2 yrs 
exp as PCB Design Engineer 
or related req'd. Mail re- 
sume: PWB America, Inc., 
5120 E. La Palma Ave. #208, 
Anaheim, CA 92807, Attn: 
Mr. Akamatsu 


SAFE 


ACCESS 
DIRECTORY 


lt lo allvehlise? 


CALL 714.550.5900 


STOREFRONT 


South Coast Safe Access 

FTP: 7 Gram 1/8th 

1st Official Measure BB Licensed Facility | SC Lab Tested Products 
25% Vet & Military Discounts | 10 Senior Discount | 10% Disability 
Discount | 1900 Warner Ave. Ste. A, Santa Ana | 949.474.7272 


Just Quality 

5G on 35 CAP (selected items) | 35 CAP on Private Reserve | Buy 
One Get One FREE on DOGO Deals | 250 oz Deal on True Cure OG 
Tested at 27% THC | 11042 Magnolia Ave, Garden Grove 92804 | 
714.209.8187 


Gram Kings 

FTP: 5 Grams of Private Reserve $40 or Exclusive for $45 

7 Grams for $60 pm Select OG's | West Coast Cure 4 for $100 
Buy an OZ. Get a GRAM FREE | BOGO 1/2 OFF ANY VAPE Cartridge 
10189 Westminster Ave. Suite #217 Garden Grove | 
714.391.4362 


Green Garden 

FTP Specials: 5G 1/8, $10 Grams Up to 5 Grams + free gift 
8am-12am Daily | 12082 Brookhurst St. Garden Grove 
714.583.7244 


OCPC 
5 Gram 8th & FREE Goodie Bag (FTP) | All Wax $95 /8th | 1921 
Carnegie Ave #3H, Santa Ana | 949.752.6272, 11am to 8pm Daily 


South Beach Wellness 

$30/$45 CAPS on Mid & Top Shelves | FTP Deal - 5G 1/8 
Beach Cities Access between the 405 & 22 Freeways 
14211 Beach Blvd. Westminster CA | 714.902.1188 


420 Central 
Measure BB Collective Coming Soon to Santa Ana! 


DELIVERY 


Holistic Flower 

Free gift for new members &2 1/8's for 80 

OPEN LATE! Mon- Thurs 12 pm to 1am, Fri- Sat 12m to 12am, 
Sun 12pm to 12am, Delivery to South OC only , 1-949-436-6420 


DADS 

BEST Delivery in OC! | FREE Gift Bag-1st Time Patients (w/min $50 
donation) Sun-Thurs 8am- 1am, Fri & Sat- Sun 8am - 2am Flow- 
ers, Tiny Mammoth Edibles, & Lab Tested products. 714-760-0135 


DR. EVALUATIONS 


OC 420 Evaluations 

NEW PATIENTS $29 | RENEWALS $19 | Walk-Ins Accepted 

1671 W. Katella Ave. Anaheim Ste. 130 | 895 E. Yorba Linda Blvd. 
#204 Placentia 92870 | TOLL FREE 1-855-MMJ-EVAL (1-855-665- 
3825 ) | Mon-Fri 17am-7pm, Sat 11am- 6pm, Sun 17am-5pm 
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GARDEN GROVES #1 DISPENSARY 


GARDEN 


Wi Maps 


Gram 1/8, $10 G, 
5 Up To S Grams . 


< | 
Cs) + a FREE GIFT S 


42082 Brookhurst s; 
Garden Grove, Ca 92840 
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‘ NEW ENERGIZING PINEAPPLE ORANGE MANGO & STRAWBERRY KIWI FLAVORS 


—_— — 


° ~ =, 
¥ ay pe Cc ‘ ) ; 4 ectrolytes - = a a 
%e Juice Calle gy ls ay / ctrolytes S% Wik 

3 i 


— 


HYDRAT 


pe ae i i ye 
PUNCH fr ORANGE = HERRY 
rth just the ; » just the 

tight omount of ‘amount of 


| KICK 


